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When we consider the structure of the book of Daniel, we see that the book breaks down easily into two sections. 
The first section contains six narratives and these are found in chapters 1 to 6. Then, from chapter 7 to chapter 12 we 
have the second section, and these six chapters are made up of four visions - given to Daniel, with explanations or 
interpretations. That’s the structure.

Each of the narrative chapters - chapters 1 to 6 - also follow a pattern. Each of these chapters begins with a crisis. 
The narrative then continues in such a way so as to increase the tension of the crisis, after which the narrative moves 
to a climax. The climax then moves to a solution - a resolution - or to use another ‘C’ word, a conclusion. And it is 
through this story pattern that the writer - Daniel - communicates his truth. 

There is one other structural detail that is important for us to note. Daniel is also written in two languages - Hebrew, 
and Aramaic. Hebrew was the language of the captives from Judah, among whom were Daniel, Hananiah, Meshael 
and Azariah; and Aramaic was the language of the Babylonians - of King Nebuchadnezzar and to the other 
Babylonians in the book of Daniel - and there is a reason for this. The book of Daniel was NOT written just for the 
Hebrew people, nor was it written just for the Babylonians - it was written for both, and this in turn communicates that 
the truth’s about God and about His works in the world focus and include both the people of Israel and the peoples of 
the world - just as the gospel was not just for Israel, but for the whole world.

The chapter we are looking at tonight is chapter 2, which has 49 verses - and chapter 2, like chapter one, three, four, 
five and six, follow this pattern - so we have a crisis - then we have a climax, and then we have a conclusion, or a 
resolution - and this pattern forms our outline for tonight. So, let’s read the chapter by parts - and we will look at each 
part as we move through the chapter.  

I. The Crisis - which covers verses 1 to 18, appears immediately in verse 1. In the second year of King 
Nebuchadnezzar’s reign (so we learn he a King who is newly in power) he has dreams; and the result of these 
dreams - which in actuality were the same dream, dreamed more than once - is given to us. His spirit troubled him 
AND this created quite a case of insomnia. His sleep left him. What do you do, when you’re the king, you have 
repetitive dreams, and you can’t sleep? If you’re the King of Babylon, you think the gods may be trying to tell you 
something, so you summon the wise men - called magicians, enchanters, sorcerers and Chaldeans - because their 
role in your kingdom is to know about things like this and perhaps they can give interpretation. So, that’s what 
Nebuchadnezzar does (vs. 2).

At this point, the crisis intensifies (vs. 3-11). Notice how the story develops:

     a) the King tells the wise men his problem (vs. 3)

     b) the wise men then respond (vs. 4): “Tell us your dream, we will tell you what it means.” 

     c) Now, verse 5-6 gives us the Kings response - “The word from me is firm: if you do not tell me my dream AND 
it’s interpretation, you shall be torn limb from limb AND your house will be laid in ruin. BUT, if you show me the dream 
and it’s interpretation, you shall receive from me gifts and great rewards and great honor. Therefore, show me the 
dream and it’s interpretation” 

Can you see how the crisis intensifies? The tension is rising. Project yourself into the role of a Babylonian wise man, 
and consider how you might be affected, when you hear the King say what he says about being torn limb from limb if 
you can’t tell him, first, his dream, and THEN the interpretation. The Kings threat was not an idle idiom - it was a very 
real threat denoting a very brutal death, where a man’s arms and legs were tied between two chariots or horses, one 
on his left and the other on the right, which were going to move in opposite directions, and the result was, well - you 
were torn limb from limb. How would you feel under this particular threat, if you didn’t do the impossible for the king? 

The tension here is surely rising and in the midst of the tension, the wise men respond in verse 7 and then the King 
responds again, in verses 8 - 9, followed by the final response of the wise men, verses 10-11. 

The result of all this is graphic and denotes the apex of the tension. Verse 12 reveals how, Because of this the King 
was angry and very furious - and what happens when a King like Nebuchadnezzar is angry and very furious? What 
happens is, the crisis expands.
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The crisis expands (vs 12 - 13). Did you notice how the crisis expands? The King doesn’t decide to have the men 
standing in front of him torn limb from limb - he decides, while he is angry and very furious, to have ALL the wise men 
in Babylon killed, including Daniel and his friends. 

Verses 14-18 have Daniel and his three friends in crisis mode - because they too are going to be killed - but because 
they weren’t in the Kings court when all this went down, they don’t know why. So, Daniel, with prudence and 
discretion asks Arioch the captain of the King’s guard why the decree is so urgent. He is told, and he bargains for 
time (vs. 14-17) and then he and his three friends seek God. 

Insight: The way these events unfold highlights a significant characteristic of rulers. kings, and people in our world. In 
any real crisis, resources run out really quickly - and the wise men of Babylon recognized that, when they sad to the 
king that he was making an impossible request. And in our world today, nothing has changed. There are certain 
issues, problems, and trials that have no human answer - and if human resources are all one has to fall back on, one 
is left at the mercy of the crisis. Daniel and his friends, though, had a different set of resources, because they knew 
the living God.

As we leave verse 18, we leave Daniel in an interesting situation. He has put his neck on the line, by promising the 
king that he can tell the dream and the interpretation - and now, it’s time to make good on the promise. And at this 
point, the narrative moves from crisis, which has intensified and expanded, to climax - because as Daniel, Hannah, 
Meshael and Azariah pray and seek God, God gives Daniel the dream and the interpretation in a vision of the night 
(vs. 19). 

II. The Climax moves though several phases:

     a) The first act of Daniel, after learning the dream and the interpretation, is to praise and honor the God who gave 
those insights to him (vs. 20-23);

     b) Next, Daniel communicate to Arioch that he has the Kings answer ((vs. 24) and Arioch makes this known to the 
King (vs. 24-25);

     c) Then from verse 26 to 45, the crisis, now climaxed, moves to resolution - because Daniel is able to do what the 
other wise men couldn’t. Consider:

          1) Verse 26 gives us the Kings question to Daniel - can you tell me my dream and it’s interpretation?

          2) Verse 27 to 28a gives us Daniels initial answer to the King’s question - and notice what he says. He doesn’t 
take credit to himself - BUT, he gives credit to God;

          3) This is followed by Daniel first telling the King his dream, and then he gives the king the interpretation (vs. 
28b-36);

          4) Then Daniel gives the interpretation (vs. 37-45); 

Keep in mind, for Nebuchadnezzar, only one part of the interpretation was specific and the rest was generic, because 
the dream dealt with future events. He was specifically told that he and Babylon were the head of gold. BUT, the rest 
of the meaning had to do with what would follow after his kingdom. He was told about three other unnamed kingdoms 
that would arise, plus one. Looking back over history, we can see clearly how the meaning of the dream unfolded:

a) The head of gold was Nebuchadnezzar and Babylon - and Babylon was the first empire in the dream;

b) Babylon would be followed by another empire - the Medo-Persian empire - and that is indeed what took place;

c) The Medo-Persian empire was then followed by a third great empire - the Greek empire, under Alexander the 
Great - and as the part of the image representing the third empire was characterized by bronze, it is very interesting 
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that the Greek armies were known by bronze as well - for their bronze armor, bronze helmets and sometimes their 
bronze shields and spear points;
     
d) The fourth empire was said to like iron - strong as iron - and historically, this was the Roman empire - which was 
indeed an empire that crushed and broke in pieces; but which was also partly strong and partly brittle in it’s latter 
years; AND from this, we see Nebuchadnezzar learned about what would come after him, in terms of earthly 
kingdoms. BUT, the identity of these kingdoms is a secondary point - because there is a fifth kingdom revealed in the 
Kings dream. 

Listen to verses 44-45.  What is this about? This is about a kingdom, not established by men. This is about a kingdom 
established by God Himself. Further, we learn that this kingdom would be established in the days of ‘those kings’ (vs. 
44), and it would not just displace, but rather, would remove these other kingdoms forever.

It is common for people to see in this story the dream its interpretation as being the key point in the story - and if we 
are people who really gravitate toward prophetic literature, and are intrigued by predictions and how they have or will 
come to pass, this is understandable. That the dream is the main point to the story is clear because the word 
‘DREAM is used so much - 15 times in several forms - in the story. Further, the word ‘interpret’ is used 13 times. 
Clearly Nebuchadnezzar’s dream is the center piece of the story, BUT, though the dream forms the framework which 
communicates what Daniel wants to convey, the whole dream and it’s fulfillment, in and of itself is NOT the main 
lesson here. So if this is not the main lesson, what is?

The main lesson is found in the dream - but not just in the dream; and in fact, the main lesson Daniels communicates 
breaks into three parts - so we have a three part lesson, with each part related. 

Part 1 of our lesson is found in Daniels prayer or praise (vs. 20-23). Did you notice what Daniel said about God in his 
prayer?

Part 2 of our lesson is found, not so much in the earthly kingdoms which were to come, but rather, in the kingdom 
GOD was going to set up (vs. 44-45) which would conquer and destroy these earthly kingdoms - and this refers, 
though Daniel and Nebuchadnezzar didn’t know this at the time, to the coming of the kingdom of God;

Part 3 of the primary lesson has to do with how God will establish this kingdom (vs. 35 and 45). A stone, not cut out 
with human hands, would strike the kingdoms and destroy them, while the stone itself would grow into a great 
mountain that would fill the earth. What does this stone refer to? 

When we fast forward to the NT, isn’t it interesting that when Jesus was here and began to preach, he began by 
preaching, “The time is fulfilled and the kingdom of heaven is at hand; reopen and believe the good 
news!?” (see Mark 1: 14-15; Luke 4: 16-21);

Isn’t it interesting that Jesus called Himself the stone that the builders rejected and went on to say that he would 
become the chief corner stone? (see Psalm 118: 20-22 cp/w Matt. 21: 42; Luke 20: 17);

Isn’t it interesting that Jesus taught that His kingdom was established spiritually in the now - meaning today, there 
are two kingdoms - one of darkness and one of light - but in the future it will finally be established physically? (see 
Luke 20-21; vs. 22-24; Matt. 25; Rev. 21: 1- 22: 5);

Isn’t it interesting that in the dream , the stone grows into a great mountain; and Jesus, as he taught about the 
kingdom of God, likened it to a seed of mustard, that started out very small but would grow into a massive tree, or 
even to leaven, which was placed in a measure of meal, until all the dough was leavened? (see Matt. 13: 31-33);

Now we have the advantage of looking back over the last 2,500 years - and we can see in scripture the fulfillment in 
part - because Jesus Christ, the stone, the rock, who came as the King bringing God’s kingdom, and upon whom the 
church is built, did come; and we also see how over the past 2,000 years, the gospel has spread and spread and 
spread - as we live in the time when the kingdom is here but not in fullness. BUT someday, at Jesus’s second 
coming, it will be established in full!!  

What do we have, then, when we put all this together? We see Daniel is making a very big point!
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The primary point Daniel is making is simple. The big idea is, The God of heaven, who raises up kings and puts 
kings down, revealed to Daniel how in the end, HE will establish an everlasting kingdom that will replace ALL 
humans kingdoms!! And it will reign over all.   

It was actually this part of the dream that caused Nebuchadnezzar to be troubled in spirit and to loose his sleep - and 
it is what troubles rulers who are unbelievers today.

Here’s why it troubled Nebuchadnezzar. He was a new King. And as a Babylonian, he would have believed that the 
gods communicated via dreams. Now, what he had seen in his dreams, was what Daniel just described - MINUS the 
interpretation. AND, that means this dream could have meant anything - but one thing was sure. If it had to do with 
him it might mean 1) His kingdom was going to be soon conquered, or 2) He would be deposed or assassinated.

It troubles other rulers because many, many earthly despots REFUSE to embrace the possibility that ultimately, God 
is God and they are not!! It is against the law in China, for example, for the state churches to even consider teaching 
the books of Daniel and Revelation, or any other texts that proclaim Jesus Christ as King or are about His second 
coming - and it may reach that point here before Jesus returns. 

But, for Nebuchadnezzar, it had another impact once he understood the meaning of his dream.

Notice verse 46. This verse makes me laugh. He fell on HIS FACE at Daniels feet - and paid homage to Daniel - and 
Daniel let him. Why? Perhaps Daniel knew the promise of Isaiah 49: 23…or maybe not.

So in closing, let me ask you,do you hear the message of Daniel in this second chapter? 

Which kingdom are you in - Christ’s kingdom of light, which Nebuchadnezzar’s dream foreshadowed, of the kingdom 
of darkness that God’s kingdom displaces? 

The fulfillment of this dream has already started, some in the past, some right now, the rest in the future? Which 
kingdom are you in? 

The stone that the builders rejected is the stone that established God’s everlasting kingdom in it’s initial phase and He 
will finalize it - have you been broken by Him - or will you be ground to powder when he comes? (see Matt. 21: 44; 
Luke 20: 17-18) 

That’s the story. And how did it resolve? Notice verse 47-49. 

If you trust Christ and He is your King, keep running with patience the race set before you - but if not, surrender and 
believe on HIs today, embracing Him as your King


