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As we take up Daniel chapter 5 and study it, it is important to realize that Daniel chapter 5 is unique in how it fits in to 
the flow of Daniels prophecy because it just suddenly appears. You may have noticed that the first four chapters dealt 
with a king named Nebuchadnezzar. Then suddenly Belshazzar appears on the scene. What is that about.

What we have is a time gap between the close of chapter 4 and the opening of chapter five - a time gap as short as 
23 years but which could be as long as 61 years. Let me explain why I say that.  

• Daniel opens during the first year of Nebuchadnezzar’s reign, which began in 605 BC - the same year as the first 
deportation of Jews to Babylon. 

• Daniel 2 takes place during the second year of his reign - 604 BC -  and covers a lot of time. Then we have two 
more chapters where Nebuchadnezzar is a main character - chapters 3 and 4.

• There is no date set for chapters 3 and 4 but the events of both those chapters may have taken place during the 
early years of Nebuchadnezzars reign as well. 

• So we have four chapters which take place while Nebu. is King of Babylon - and we aren’t sure when chapters 3 
and 4 happened.

• Nebu. reigns until he died in 562 BC. 

• His son, Evil-Merodach then reigned from 562 BC until 560 BC.

• His successor was Neri-glissar, son in law of Nebuchadnezzar, and he reigned from 560 to 556 BC.

• He was followed by Labashi-Marduk , who took the throne for a year, or less - 556 BC until he was replaced by 
Nabonidus and Nabonidus was the last full king in Babylon.

• Nabonidus reigned from 556-539 BC - and in 539 BC the kingdom fell to the Medes and Persians. 

• Chapter 5 records the last night of the kingdom of Babylon - meaning chapter five takes place in 539 BC, which 
was 66 years after Nebuchadnezzar came to power or 23 years after he died.  

So, between the close of chapter 4 and the opening of chapter five of Daniel, a lot of years have passed - anywhere 
from 61 years (if chapter 4 happened in Nebu’s fifth year) to 23 years (if chapter 4 happened in Nebu’s last year). All 
that to say, between chapters 4 and 5 we have a HUGE time gap of many years.

Why is that? Let’s keep in mind a couple of characteristics of daniels writing. First, Daniels purpose in writing was 
NOT cowrite a chronology of his service in Babylon - it WAS to write in such a way so as to give his fellow Hebrew 
captives HOPE that the God of Abraham and of Isaac and of Jacob was STILL in control of world events and their 
lives. So, Daniel wrote stories of real events that took place which would communicate that hope to his fellow 
captives.

The second characteristic of Daniels writing we must keep in mid is that his book is apocalyptic - which means 
again, that his purpose is NOT to give a chronological account of the events of the Babylonian captivity. It is to 
recount stories that contribute to the whole of the book - which really is the power, the control, the reign, the rule, the 
sovereignty of the Lord God of Heaven and Earth!! So, he also chooses stories that move the reader to a climax, and 
the climax comes as we move beyond the narratives to the visions. The narratives set the reader up for the visions 
and the visions explain to the reader some key information that make the narratives relevant. 

If Nabonidus was the last Babylonian king and if Belshazzar is said to be a co-ruler, or his regent, then who was 
Belshazzar? 

For many, many years, there was no record of who this Belshazzar was - so critics would use that fact to assert that 
Daniel had many mistakes in it and could therefore not be trusted to be historically accurate. In other words, Daniel 
used some nice stories to give hope to somebody BUT the book couldn’t be trusted for it’s historicity.Fair enough. 
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And there ws a time when this type argument had no answer. But, I used to have a professor who would always say 
to us students - “Gentlemen, if the Bible and science seem not to line up, go with the Bible and science will 
eventually catch up; and the SAME is true with historic claims - go with the Bible and history will catch up 
eventually” - and this is what happened in regards to Belshazzar.

Archaeologists have, since the days of these criticisms, found cuneiform tablets were eventually discovered in the 
area of ancient Babylon which had Belshazzar’s name listed as a lesser ruler in Babylon. 

Who was he? He was actually Nabonidus’s son. And he served, as the chart I gave you tells us, as co-regent with 
Nabonidus. Nabonidus, who was the last full king of Babylon was a military man - and as such, he spent more than 
half his seventeen year reign away from Babylon, fighting battles in far off places. Nabonidus, Belshazzar’s father 
entrusted kingship to him as his regent and he reigned while his father was off and involved in military fun and 
games.

Daniel chapter 5, then, takes place on the last night of the Babylonian empire - the night the Medo-Persian’s would 
enter the city with out fighting a battle. And this helps us set the background for what is taking place in chapter five of 
Daniel - because if Belshazzar has thrown a feast/garden party, and invited all his lords, his wives, and his 
concubines to the feast/party, this means that he has done this as the Medo-Persian armies are outside the city walls. 

His city is about to be besieged - armies are outside - his father, the full king, is NOT in the city - meaning Babylon 
has been in decline for a while - so what does Belshazzar do? He throws this feast. Why? This great feat seem to be 
the last effort of a failed and besieged king to comfort himself and perhaps assuage his own great fears. That is the 
background as chapter five opens.

In this chapter we see the stage set, followed by a crisis. The crisis then intensifies and the tension rises before the 
tension resolves. Then we have a climax, followed by a conclusion. That’s the break down. Let’s look at the parts.

The Stage is set in verses 1. And this leads to the crisis.  

The Crisis is explained in verses 2-5:

     a) Belshazzar made a great feast for a thousand of his lords - while the army of the Medo-Persians are outside the 
city or fast approaching;

     b) When he tasted the wine he called for gold and silver vessels to be brought which had been taken out of the        
house of God in Jerusalem;

     c) They drink wine from them;

    d) They use the vessels from the house of the Lord to toast other gods - the gods of gold, silver, bronze, iron, wood 
and stone. There were most likely idols made of each of these materials OR there were gods represented by these 
materials;

Question: Was that a problem?  Verse 5 answers our question.

     e) A hand IMMEDIATELY appears and writes on the wall;

And Belshazzar passes through a four fold physical change:

     1) his color changes
     2) his thoughts alarmed him
     3) his limbs gave way
     4) his knees knocked together
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At this point the tension rises, because he calls his wise men and they could not read the writing or make known the 
interpretation (v. 8) so the kings color changed again and he was greatly alarmed and his lords were perplexed (v. 9).

What should one do when this kind of thing happens at your feast? Belshazzar didn’t know what to do so he ended 
up listening to the queen - which was probably his mother or one of his father, Nabonidus’ wives. And she told him 
about Daniel (vv. 10-12); and as a result, the king calls for Daniel (v. 12B) - and this brings the story to it’s climax.

• Daniel comes (vs. 13);

• The King inquires of Daniel (vv. 13-16);

• Daniel responds to the King (vv. 17); and then -

• Daniel rebukes the King (vv. 18-23) - and the rebuke is as terrifying as it is severe and direct.

• Daniel then interprets the writing by telling Belshazzar what he saw, what was written (which was obvious) and 

what is meant, and the message was NOT a popular message to give to a King (v. 24-28).

• Daniel is then honored (v. 29);

• Belshazzar is then killed and Darius the Mede received the kingdom, being about 62 years of age. 

That is the story from Daniel chapter five. And from reading this chapter, some might ask, What is up with this? It 
seems like quite a severe punishment for Belshazzar to loose his life just because he drank wine and made toasts to 
other gods with a few silver and gold vessels taken from the Temple of God in Jerusalem?

And I understand why some might ask this type question. Some ask it fairly because they really aren’t sure what is 
going on here, and that’s fair. Others on the other hand ask this type question because they really see this as an over 
extreme action over a minor infraction. 

There is a principle here that we need to grasp though - or I should say, several truths - and these truths root in the 
person of God, the nature of God and the possessions of God which He has set apart for his own exclusive use. 

1st, Who is God in his nature and person? How would you define Him? Here’s a definition rooted in scripture _ God is 
a spirit - infinite, eternal and unchangeable in his being, wisdom, power, holiness, justice, goodness and truth. 

God dwells in light unapproachable; God is LIGHT and in Him is no darkness at all;

God is so awesome that there will come a time when the earth and the heavens will flee away from His face - when 
kings and mighty warriors and the small and the great cry out to the mountains and hills to fall on then and hide them 
from just the FACE of His who site on his throne!! 

How does God view sin? If you want to gain a grasp on how God views sin, read Exodus, Numbers and 
Deuteronomy. God the Lord defines what is right and what is wrong; what is sin and what is righteousness; and He is 
so serious about sin that people die on the spot because of sin.

EX: gathering sticks on the sabbath
Ex: offering the wrong kind of fire before the Lord in the Tabernacle;
Ex: Lying to the Holy Spirit

How does he view idolatry? Elijah killed 700 prophets of Baal as God prophet - and God approved because the 
prophets of Baal caused Israel to sin;

So here, we have a pagan king - who uses vessels see apart for the exclusive worship of the LORD - and God judges 
him and he looses his life.
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What do we learn from this? That the Lord sees sin far more seriously than people see it - and that is very, very 
sobering. Very sobering indeed!! And for Christians, we need to ask ourselves - do we see sin as seriously as our 
Lord sees sin? In ourselves? In others? Does our sense of the seriousness of sin drive us to intercede on behalf a a 

fallen and a dying world? Oh, it is an awful thing to fall int the hands of a holy God - and so many are in danger of this 
in our day and age.

But, there’s something else -

The Lord our God sees the USE of vessels set apart for Him for sinful purposes, as very serious too. This was what 
Belshazzar did - and this is what people today do all the time

Objects are set apart for His use and so are people. Children are His. True believers are His. And penalties are 
severe against those who violate His possessions and use them for sinful passions!!

Do you have children who are his? Are you a good steward of them? When Jesus said what he said about those who 
CAUSE little ones who belong to Him to sin and how it would be better for that man if a mill stone were tied around 
his neck and that he be cast into the deepest sea - He means what He says

Do we have wives who are his possession? Are we good stewards of them, men? 

Ae we good stewards of our brothers and sisters in Christ?

Are we good stewards of our bodies which were bought by the blood of Christ? 

That is the great lesson of Daniel chapter five - that God is a God who is awesome in holiness and He sees his 
possessions as Holy, even if they are in the storehouse of a pagan king - and He is jealous for his objects and His 
people.

If we are outside Christ tonight, know this, that the Lord takes your sin far more seriously than you to - and will hold 
you to account for every one of them - and on that day there will be no remedy. 

But for those here tonight who are in Christ, we, like Daniel, Hannah, Meshael and Azariah are safe because our sin, 
not in part bu the whole has been nailed to the cross and we bear it no more - for the name of the Lord is a strong 
tower. And we can run in to it and are safe. 

Amen

 

  


