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Tonight we move from the narrative portion of the OT book of Daniel (chap. 1-6) to the second portion of his book - 
the prophetic/apocalyptic portion of Daniel (chap. 7-12), but before we start looking at the first chapter of this part of 
the book, I want to communicate a few foundational principles that I’ll be following, so no one will be surprised or 
disappointed during the three sessions that remain in our study.

• In these prophetic chapters, there is a lot of material - so much in fact, that if I wanted to communicate the detail 
behind every part of these chapters we could spend six months - and I’m not exaggerating - in the last six chapters 
of Daniel. But, time won’t allow for that - because our study in Daniel is designed to be an introduction to the book 
of Revelation that I can refer back to, and point you back to, once we get into the Revelation. What this means is, I 
won’t cover all the detail I cold cover as we move through these chapters - so be prepared for that as we move 
through. 

• One of the details that we will come across as we move through Daniel 7 tonight 12 will be Daniel’s use of 
numbers, or references to times, and seasons, and so forth - but I’m not going to spend a lot of time explaining 
these references from Daniel seven tonight. Rather, I will take come time to develop how time references are used 
in brief as we look at chapter nine - but will then look at that subject in some detail once we get into Revelation - 
because as we study Revelation, we will have plenty of time to do that. 

• As we move through these last chapters of Daniel and as we get into Revelation, it is also important that we keep 
in mind the type literature we are studying - because understanding the literature type we have in front of us is a 
key to understanding the intent of the divine writer rightly - and it will guard us from mis-interpretations and from 
missing the main point the writer is trying to convey. So, what type literature is this in Daniel 7 to 12? 

Daniel is in part APOCALYPTIC (chap. 7 to 12) and in part historic narrative (chap. 1 to 6), while Revelation is totally 
apocalyptic. Apocalyptic literature has several characteristics:

     1. Revelation within a narrative framework;

     2. Revelation is given in whole or in part by an otherworldly being - like angels;

     3. Reveals transcendent reality which is both temporal (eschatological salvation here) and spatial (it also involves        
another supernatural world);

The goal of APOCALYPTIC is to interpret present earthly circumstances in light of the supernatural world and in 
relation to the future, and to influence the understanding and behavior of the audience through divine authority. 

One writer (Thomas Long) says “APOCALYPTIC draws back the curtain and allows the reader or hearer to see 
the eschatological victory of God, which has already been achieved over whatever forces are crippling the 
faith community. It’s a 911 genre for times of emergency’

The key to understanding this type of literature is to realize what the function of the text is. In apocalyptic 
literature, the author has something to communicate. BUT, it is more centered on HOPE for the FUTURE, than 
information about the future. It is generally NOT a chronological account of the future - but a literary shock 
treatment - and this comes through bold and graphic images to take our attention AWAY from the problems 
we currently face and give us HOPE that God will win a resounding victory over ALL evil. 

Another defines apocalyptic as a revelation of the ending of this present age, which is an age characterized by 
conflict, and its replacement by the final age of peace. It shows us ahead of time the end of the kingdoms of 
this world and their replacement by the kingdom of our God and of His Christ. This revelation is unfolded in 
complex and mysterious imagery, and has the purpose of comforting and exhorting the faithful” to continued 
faith a faithfulness to God, in Christ.

What this means is simple. Apocalyptic is not intended to gives us detailed time lines of future events, that we can 
chart so we know the details of God’s next moves. Rather, it is designed to proclaim and highlight God’s final victory 
over evil, through Jesus Christ, for all eternity. More on this as we move through Daniel and Revelation.
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• Because apocalyptic literature (and prophetic literature for that matter) is what it is, people can often see much 
more clearly the detail looking BACK on history as opposed to looking forward into the future - and the exception to 
this rule of course, is the clear detail given in the apocalyptic literature. Let me illustrate this in the negative. 

When we take into consideration how the prophecies about Jesus the Messiah were actually fulfilled, we see three      
things: 1st, each one was fulfilled literally; 2nd. many. many were fulfilled subtly; and 3rd, Jesus was fulfilling 
prophecy that one never would have known was prophecy, if the apostles had not said the verses in the OT were 
about Jesus and were fulfilled by Him. 

EX: His place of birth (Micah 5: 2 w/ Luke 2:  Luke 2: 1-7; John 1:45-46); or Matthew 2: 15 - an OT reference to Israel.    

• Finally, this has s specific application to our brief survey of Daniel chapter 7 to 12. For these chapters, I’m going to 
focus on the writers main object more than a lot of the detail. But as we move into Revelation, I will have more time 
to give more of the detail - and frankly, it is in our study of the Revelation where that detail needs to be placed, 
because Daniel is a introductory while Revelation is our ultimate object. 

With that said, let’s walk our way through Daniel chapter 7. The overall theme of Daniel is the reality of the 
unbelieving World Power in all it’s pomp, power, and pride against God versus the coming of, the establishment of 
and the final victory of God, His Christ and His kingdom. We saw this in chapter one thru six, and saw it explained in 
some detail in chapter two. 

In chapter 2 of Daniel, we have the dream of a pagan king, Nebuchadnezzar, and we have Daniel interpreting that 
dream - and we saw how that dream was about a great statue that showed the development of the World Power, in 
the form of four kingdoms - and how those kingdoms would be destroyed by a stone - which would grow into a great 
mountain and fill the earth - and we saw how that mountain and the stone represented Christ and the kingdom of 
God. Remember that?

As we get into chapter seven, Daniel is having visions. What are these visions about? Daniel had given 
Nebuchadnezzar an interpretation of the kings dream in chapter two. Now, in chapter seven, God is giving Daniel 
dreams and visions. The dream and visions Daniel receives and writes about are actually a parallel dream to the one 
the king had in chapter two. However, the details of the dreams differ - and Daniel’s dream has more detail than the 
kings dream had. And what is taking place is important to note:

God had given the king insight into how the world kingdoms would develop during his time and after his time, and 
Daniel had interpreted these things for the king. Now, God is giving Daniel his own dreams and visions AND he is 
interpreting for Daniel the detail and the meaning of the kings dream, for Daniel. 

Daniel chapter seven breaks naturally into two parts - Daniel’s dream and visions (vv. 1-14) and the interpretation of 
his visions (vv. 15-27). 

Let’s read the vision…notice the parallels with Nebuchadnezzar’s dream. The dream in chapter seven, like 
Nebuchadnezzar's dream, had to do with four kings/kingdoms - one of which was already here while the other three 
would eventually come. The first beast in Daniel’s dream was of a lion with eagles wings (7: 2-4) - a symbol for 
Babylon - and what is revealed in Daniel’s dream corresponded to the events in Nebuchadnezzar's life as revealed in 
chapter four (see 4: 1-37).

Te second beast was a great bear with three ribs in it’s mouth and represented Medo-Persia (v. 5). The ribs in the 
bears mouth could represetn the three major kingdoms the Medo-Persian empire conquered: Babylon, Lydia and 
Egypt.

The third beast, representing the Macedonian Empire (Greece) was a leopard with four wings of a bird - denoting 
swiftness of movement. The four heads denote either the four rulers who led the Greek empire after Alexander the 
Great died, or more likely, denote stability and dominion in all four directions - north, south, east and west. 
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The fourth beast was not described as a familiar animal but rather, as  best “fearful, strong and exceedingly 
terrible” (v. 7). This beast had ten horns and another horn, an eleventh, which arose from among the ten and which 

displaced three of the original ten horns. This horn had the styes of a man and a mouth speaking great things - and 
Daniel was amazed by this little horn that spoke great things (v.19-23).

Further, the dream contained thrones, the Ancient of Days, and judgement, as well as a parallel scene to that which 
Nebuchadzezzar saw in his dream (2: 34-35, 44).

What was the interpretation? 

Verse 15 tells us that these dreams made Daniel very anxious and alarmed; so he approached one of those who was 
standing there and asked him the truth concerning all of this. So, he made known the interpretation. Now this is a 
characteristic of apocalyptic - revelation is given in whole or in part by an otherworldly being - like angels;

Verse 17 begins the interpretation and it ends in v. 18. Notice how simple the interpretation is. The angel gives Daniel 
the meaning in a very simple way - and this, is actually the primary point of the vision - and the primary point of the 
chapter - and this, too, is a primary characteristic of apocalyptic writing: It shows us ahead of time the end of the 
kingdoms of this world and their replacement by the kingdom of our God and of His Christ.

After this Daniel has a question (v. 19 -22) - he desired to  know the truth of the fourth beast, the ten horns and of 
the little horn that spoke great things, as well as about the meaning of the war against the saints and the judgement 
spoken of. 

The answer comes in vv. 23-27). Here is what Daniel was told:

Fourth kingdom which shall devour the whole earth and which will trample it down and break it to pieces;

Ten kings will arise out of this kingdom and then, another;

He shall be different and shall put down three kings;

He will speak blasphemies and set himself up as god - and we know this from what Daniel is told, which we have in 
verse 25: Words against the Most High which is blasphemy; and shall think to change the times and law - which are 
actions only God has power to do, but which he will purpose to do - meaning he will take upon himself to accomplish 
things that only God can accomplish; 

Further, he shall wear out the saints of the Most High - meaning he shall persecute the saints of God AND they 
shall be given into his hand for a time, times and half a time. 

Who are the saints? There are several views of this - but the one most in line with scripture, when we take scripture 
as a whole is the true members of God’s covenant - which includes Israelites and non Israelites who have 
faith in God and in Christ. Why? Several reasons, but here are two:

1st, the word SAINTS is used for ALL God’s covenant people - those who have faith in Him and this is consistent in 
both the OT and the NT;

2nd, from Genesis 12 all the way to Jude, one people of God is spoken of - and these are the people of faith. Jesus 
asserts this in John 10: 11-18 and esp. v. 16b; Paul also shows this Romans 4: 1-16 and esp. vv. 11 - 12, 13-17; 
again in Eph. 2: 11-22; and Hebrews 11 shows that the saints in the OT were so primarily by faith in God.

He shall finally be destroyed

The kingdom shall be given to the saints of the Most High   

There are clear parallels:
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Both dreams have four kingdoms;

To Nebuchadnezzar the kingdoms are represented by precious metals initially, but then by iron, and iron mixed with 
clay. To Daniel though, the dream focuses on four beasts - so to the pagan king, his kingdom, for example, is 
represented as gold - but in Daniel’s vision his kingdom is represented, as are the other’s by beasts who destroy and 
wreak havoc - and the result of the dream and visions     

Three take aways from chapter seven:

1st, The World Power will always resist God’s people - and sometimes this resistance will break outing full on 
persecution - this has been true throughout the ages and will continue to be so until the end;

2nd, though we have been in the last days since Pentecost, there will be a time in the future when there will be a time 
of great persecution of the people of God - and God will gives us over into the hands of the persecutors for a time; 

3rd, He will intervene before that time runs its course - and when that takes place, the kingdoms of the world will be 
destroyed and the saints shall reign with God for ever. 

And this highlights the urgency for all of us who follow Jesus to make every effort to make our calling and election 
sure - so that should we be alive when that day comes, we will be prepared, having done all to stand in the evil day, 
in Christ, for His glory 

 


