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Tonight we are going to look at Daniel chapter 8 together - which is Daniel’s second dream/vision - and I would like to 
start by reading chapter eight in it’s entirety.

Interesting vision, eh? Before we look at the detail of this vision, let’s review several lessons which we have learned 
from Daniel already. 

As you may recall, I have said several times how the overall theme of Daniel is the reality of the unbelieving World 
Power in all it’s pomp, power, and pride against God on the one hand, versus the coming of, the establishment 
of and the final victory of God, His Christ and His kingdom on the other hand. And Daniel’s emphasis has been 
upon: 

1) the rule of God - even over pagan kings and kingdoms; and 
2) on the victory of God - seen in either the protection and deliverance of God’s people or in the final establishment 

of God’s everlasting kingdom.  

This is, over all, what the book of Daniel is about. All around us, the powers of this present age rage - but behind the 
scenes, and according to God’s plan, God silently, often covertly, but sometimes overtly works - and will do so until 
His victory is final, for all eternity. 

Keeping this in mind, it is interesting to consider how Daniel, as he emphasizes God’s rule and God’s victory, does so 
in two different ways. 

First, in chapters one to six Daniel shows us God’s rule and God’s victory, by showing these two realities in and 
through the lives of individual’s who have faith in God: Daniel, Hananiah, Meshael and Azariah - as well as in the life 
of three pagan kings, Nebuchadnezzar, Belshazzar and Darius.  

Then, in chapter seven, Daniel’s focus shifts. As we get into chapter seven, Daniel is having visions - and he has 
visions, records them, and gives the interpretations that were given to him, in chapters seven through twelve - and 
what we have in these visions is detail about 1) the rule of God; and 2) the the victory of God in the coming of, the 
establishment of and the final victory of God, of His Christ and of His kingdom, on a national and worldwide level. 

Recalling chapter two, we remember that in Daniel two a pagan king, Nebuchadnezzar, had a dream - and through 
this dream God had given the king insight into how the world kingdoms would develop during and after his time, and 
Daniel had explained all this to the king. Starting in chapter seven, we have GOD now giving Daniel dreams of his 
own; and the dreams and visions He gives to Daniel, along with the interpretations of those dreams is GOD 
interpreting for Daniel the detail and the meaning of the kings dream.

What are these visions about? They give much more detail about the reality of the unbelieving World Power in 
all it’s pomp, power, and pride against God on the one hand, versus the coming of, the establishment of and 
the final victory of God, His Christ and His kingdom on the other. Let me show you why I say this:

Chapter 2 contains a vision of a great statue, with a gold head, silver chest, bronze waist and legs of iron, followed 
by feet of iron nixed with clay; and the, there is a stone cut out of a mountain but not with hands. This stone strike the 
image on it’s feet - the image then falls apart and is blown away and the stone bece a great mountain. Remember 
that? Daniel 2 tells us the stone represents a kingdom which God will establish which will displace all other kingdoms 
and which will be everlasting. 

Chapter 7 picks up again on this theme in Daniel’s first personal vision - and the vision give to Daniel in chapter 7 and 
the vision given to Nebuchadnezzar in chapter 2 are parallel. Chapter 7 has more detail though. In chapter 7, we 
have: 



1)The same four kingdoms, though represented differently. Instead of them being represented by precious metals, 
they are seen as beasts - why is that? To a pagan king, and to the unbelieving world, they appear as precious 
things (gold, silver, bronze, iron) - because that is the way fallen humanity values earthly kingdoms. 

But, to God’s prophet, these same kingdoms appear, not as precious metals but as BEASTS (Lion, Bear, Leopard, 
Indescribable beast) in rebellion against God!!  (Daniel 7: 2-7);

2) In both chapter’s 2 and 7, we also have insight into the kingdom that God is establishing. In chapter 2 we see a 
supernatural stone - and what will be accomplished by that stone. BUT, in chapter 7, we are given more detail and 
this detail comes in a three fold way. 

Daniel is also taken into the heavenly court - and there are three snap shots given of the heavenly court and events 
that take place there. In verses 9-11 we have wha appears to be a time of judgement and destruction of the fourth 
beast; 

In verses 13 and 14 we gain a second glimpse into the court of heaven - and the focus is on a specific events Daniel 
would have had no understanding about but into which we do have understanding. What is happening here in this 
description?  

Answer: The focus here parallels that focus of the supernatural stone of chapter 2, BUT, we are given amazing detail 
here re how the giving of this kingdom takes place in heavens court. I say this because I’m convinced that Daniel is 
given a description of the kingdom being given to Messiah at His ascension - so this is a picture of the ascension of 
Jesus the Christ, where he comes to the Ancient of Days and is given dominion and glory and a kingdom which will 
last forever (it is important to note the direction the son of man is moving - INTO the presence of God, not down to the 
earth; further, see Luke 20: 9-18; Rev. 12);

Finally, in chapter 7 much more detail is given about the fourth beast (vv. 7-8; 23-25).and what ultimately happens 
to that fourth beast (as well as the other three). 

And the primary point that ALL this is designed to communicate is found on chapter 7: 17-18. God’s rule and reign 
and his protection, plan and victory is what Daniel is highlighting!! 

When we move into chapter eight, even more detail is given - but the detail in chapter eight has to do, not with four of 
the kingdoms but rather, with two of these kingdoms. Which two kingdoms are in view in chapter eight? Mede-Persia 
and Greece.

What do we learn about these two kingdoms? See vv. 15-25, where we are given five details:

1st, Daniel is told WHEN the events he saw in his second vision would take place (vv. 17-19). What is meant by ‘time 
of the end’? Key is in understanding what the ‘latter end of the indignation’ means (see Isa. 10: 5, 25 w/ 8: 19 - for the 
time of the Lord’s indignation is a reference to Israel’s captivity due to their own rebellion and sin - see Deut. 28: 
45-48 w/ 8: 12);

2nd, Daniel is shown who the ram represented - Medo- Persia (vv. 20);

3rd, Daniel learns about the identity of the Goat- and how it is the king of Greece - Alexander the Great, and after his 
death, the four rulers over the four divisions of his kingdom (vv. 21-22);

4th, Gabriel reveals detail about a particular king who will arise during the latter end of the reign of Greece (vv. 
23-25b); 

5th, he shall be broken (v. 25c); and so, even though this king does bad things, in the end, he will fall.  

That is the vision of chapter eight. What was being revealed?

All the detail given in chapter 8 about this little horn actually spoke of a particular king - Antiochus IV Epiphanies 
(whose name means God made manifest). 



Antiochus IV Epiphanes was the eighth ruler of the Seleucid kingdom in Syria - a branch of Alexander the Greats 
kingdom. He saw himself as God manifested. He reigned from either 179 or 175 to 164 BC - and during his reign, he 
conquered Israel, He slaughtered thousands (80,000 victims in three days, 40k by violence and another 40k sold into 
slavery); He exalted himself against God (v. 25); he took away the daily sacrifice; he forbade the regular worship of 
YAHWEH; and instead he set up the abomination of desolation above the altar - meaning he set up an altar, most 
likely to Zeus above altar of God in the holy place, after he had offered the blood of pigs on God’s altar.

Why would God allow all this to take place to His temple and people? Because of their own wickedness

When all this was taking place, it appeared A IV E had the pre-eminence even over God and his people. What 
happened to him? Remember v. 25c? He shall suddenly be broken, but but by no human hand - in other words, he 
wouldn’t be conquered by another king or kingdom - and he wasn’t. He just died. Death took him - and there aren’t 
many details about his death. It just came suddenly while he was away on another military campaign. 

Let me leave you with three lessons fro Daniel chapter eight.

1st, take note of how the image of the world power appeared to Nebuchadnezzar, vs. to Daniel, God’s prophet. To the 
unbelieving, the world powers look like valuable metals - but to God and to His prophet, they are BEASTS. The wise 
among us should take this to heart - for here roots patriotism unbalanced by God’s revelation - here roots our 
nationalism - when in reality, unbelieving world powers are BEASTS in the sight of God - and will be utterly destroyed.

2nd, Daniel is given this level of detail about this particular kingdom and ruler for a reason - this ruler was a 
foreshadowing of one whop was to come later in Jewish history - and chapter 11 and 12 will give a lot more detail 
about events that will take place in the latter years of the Seleucid kingdom.

3rd, chapter eight once again shows us a pattern - of the unbelieving world powers arrayed against God and of God’s 
ultimate victory over them all - which will ultimately be realized by the full coming of the kingdom of God and of His 
Christ.

If the book of Daniel was a painting, we could say that what Daniel sketches out in chapters one to six, he fills in with 
color in chapters seven through twelve and especially in relation to the final victory of the kingdom of God. 

NOTE: For more detail about the little horns of Daniel 7 & 8, see the excursus on the nest page below.

Excursus
The Little Horns 

Daniel 7 & 8

In considering the dreams and visions in the book of Daniel one question that arises from the visions of chapter 
seven and eight are whether the little horns of each of these chapters reference the same future king, or are the two 
kings referenced two different kings? And if the two little horns represent two different kings from different kingdoms, 
what kingdom do each arise from? 

First, by comparing the texts in Daniel chapter seven and eight and what each text says about the little horn is a first 
step in answering questions about the identity of the two little horns. Below is a simple comparison.

The Little Horns of Daniel 7 & 8 Compared *

Chapter 7                                                                                                                Chapter 8

a) Horn is called a little horn                                                                                 a) Out of them came a small horn

b) Diverse from the horns which                                                                           b) No similar statement made re 
    preceded                                                                                                                  this horn 



c) Horn comes up                                                                                                    c) Horn goes out

d) Horn uproots three of ten horns                                                                       d) Horn uproots no other horns

e) Personalized traits - eyes and mouth                                                               e) No personalized traits given to 
    speaking great things                                                                                             this horn

f) No growth in size - though the mouth                                                               f) Great growth in size of horn
   speaks great things and acts as though                                                               is emphasized; no war on the 
   it were great; and it makes war on the                                                                  saints
   saints

g) Little horn carries on his warfare until                                                             g) Horn meets a different end.
    the judgement. He and the fourth beast                                                               horn shall be “broken but not
    from which he arose are destroyed at the                                                           with hands; no scene of 
   judgement; majestic judgement scene is                                                             judgement.
   described.

h) Saints persecuted by the little horn receive                                                   h) No kingdom given to those 
    a kingdom                                                                                                                persecuted by this horn

Second, if we understand the four empires described in the visions of Daniel chapter two and chapter four as being 
Babylon, Medo-Persia, Greece and Rome then the two little horns arise from different empires, with the horn of 
chapter seven arising out of Rome and the horn of chapter eight out of Greece (according to the text of Daniel 8:21ff).

From this comparison and and from the fact that the two horns arise from different empires, it is safe to conclude that 
the two little horns of Daniel chapters seven and eight represent different kings, which will arise at different times, 
future to the time Daniel was given these visions. Do we have insight into who each of these horns represent? 

From the traits given and the detail of the vision, the strongest position regarding the identity of the little horn of 
chapter seven is to understand this little horn as arising out of the fourth empire - identified with Rome - and 
corresponding to the man of sin spoken of by Paul in 2 Thess. 2:7—10; and the detail of the judgement scene 
reminds one of a similar scene described in Revelation 19 and 20. Therefore Daniel sevens little horn is most likely 
speaking of the anti-Christ, who will arise prior to the return of the Lord, Jesus Christ for the second time.

To whom dos the little horn of Daniel eight refer? It is generally agreed among Old Testament scholars that the little 
horn of Daniel chapter eight was a reference to Antiochus IV Epiphanies, the Seleucian king who arose out of the 
Greek empire in the 2nd century B.C. and set up abominable desolation is the Temple at Jerusalem. And when one 
compares the detail about the little horn of Daniel chapter eight with the greater detail of Daniel chapter eleven and 
twelve, this seems almost certain. 

Therefore, the little horn of Daniel seven and eight represent two different kings from two different world empires, and 
who arise at different times in history.

The little horn of Daniel seven reprints the anti-Christ who will arise prior to the second coming of Jesus Christ, while 
the little horn of Daniel eight represents a king who already arose in the second century B.C., Antiochus IV 
Epiphanies.

* I am indebted to Edward J. Young for this comparison of the little horns of Daniel 7 & 8. See page 275 to 279 in 
Young, Edward J., The Prophecy of Daniel,, Wm B. Eerdmans Publ., 1977 for a full discussion of this topic.


