
Meaning of Marriage 
Study Guide #6 Hope: Seeing the Great Horizon

Imagine you’re standing at the beginning of a hiking path that leads you to the top of a tall 
peak. Have you been on a hike like that? Often a long hike will wind and snake through the 
mountains and as you’re on the trail you’ll get a glimpse from time to time of where you started 
out the hike to where you are now. It can be astonishing to see how far you’ve hike compared to 
where you started. When you started the hike you had a general idea of where you were going 
to end but you couldn’t see the complete trail before you started. When you’re finished with the 
hike and at the top of the peak you can look back and realize how far you’ve come. Hopefully 
your life following Jesus is like that. You started out not knowing exactly what the cost would be 
to follow Jesus, but as you continue to walk with Jesus God challenges you, equips you and 
makes you more and more holy so that by the time you are at the end of your life you can look 
back and see how far he has brought you.

How does this impact our understanding of marriage? People do not often enter marriage 
because of how much it will change them. When looking for a potential husband or wife we 
typically value compatibility and chemistry, not changeability. Marriage is one of the tools that 
God uses to change us more and more into his image because of the level of intimacy in the 
relationship and because God uses it for our sin to be revealed and confronted and for grace 
and love to be shown. At times in marriage you’ll look back and be amazed at how far you’ve 
come. One of the problems we have in our society though is that we’re often not looking at 
potential spouses with an eye to see what God is doing in their lives and who he is making them 
to be. Instead we can look for a finished product or overvalue things like attractiveness, social 
standing, success or wealth. Tim and Kathy Keller call this idea, that we should look for what 
God is doing in their life, “the great horizon”. We should be able to see the great horizon in our 
potential spouses, or your husband or wife if you’re married, and get excited about what God is 
doing in them and through them.

People in a marriage covenant can be resistant to change and stubborn in their ways. 
Certainly, we’d also be mistaken to marry someone because we think we can “save them” or 
intentionally turn a blind eye to some major flaws. Yet, it is important for us to remember that 
we’re all sinners saved by grace and changed by God. This means that no person will be a 
complete and perfect person this side of eternity with God. In marriage we get to joyfully walk 
with our spouse and be part of what God is doing. Marriages that have this as a common goal 
and a common vision is a great recipe for godly change in a marriage centered on Jesus. 



Personal Study Questions: 

God looked at Adam in Genesis 2 and used the words “it is not good…”. These words should 
come as a shock to the reader because Adam was placed in a perfectly created world, he 
seemed to lack nothing. God’s remedy was to make a companion, a “helper” fit for him. We’re 
created in the image of God, who exists in a trinitarian relationship as Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit. God exists in complete fellowship and relationship as part of his being. This means that 
as people created in his image we’re created for relationships and friendships with God and with 
each other. 

Tim and Kathy Keller discuss the importance of friendship in a marriage and in how God uses 
spouses to change each other more and more into the image of Jesus. Specifically the Kellers 
highlight that marriage can add the power of romantic love to the natural and supernatural 
bonds of Christian friendship which makes marriage the richest of all human relationships.

We’re going to look at the qualities of a gospel centered friendship, which hopefully exists in a 
healthy marriage of two followers of Jesus:

What does friendship look like? Read the following passages and take notes on qualities 
that make a friendship. 

Proverbs 17:17

Proverbs 18:24

Proverbs 27:5-6

Proverbs 27:17

Ephesians 5:27-28 teaches us that marriage is a relationship, which when working 
properly, should make us more holy and more like Jesus. What characteristics exist in a 
gospel centered friendships and especially in a gospel centered marriage? Read the 
following passages on gospel centered interactions and take notes:

James 5:16

Galatians 6:1-2

Ephesians 4:32-33

Colossians 3:13-16

Hebrews 13:16

When you look at these passages of scripture you see that friendship involves constancy 
(time, commitment, presence and effort) and you see that friendship involves 



transparency (honesty, vulnerability and accountability). How would the presence of 
these characteristics of friendship change a follower of Jesus within a marriage?

What priority do you (or did you, if you’re married) place on friendship in someone you’re dating 
or looking to marry? If you’re married, how has friendship with your spouse enabled you to 
experience change and growth in your relationship with Jesus?

Watch Video as a group

Group Study Questions:
Singles today do not often look to be romantically involved with someone who is a friend. There 
are expression like being placed in the “friend zone” that highlight this. Why do you think there is 
an overemphasis on romantic feelings and an underemphasis on friendship when pursuing a 
relationship

How would you answer the question the video started off: “What do we mean by chemistry and 
what role does it play in a marriage?”

In the video, as well as the book, the phrase “the great horizon” was used to describe our view 
of the future person God is making your spouse into. How could this idea of looking toward your 
spouse’s “great horizon” change the way you look at your spouse today? If you are single but 
want to be married, how does this change the way you look for a spouse?1

It is easy for relationships to become stagnant or for things to take the place of a spouse in a 
marriage. What are some roadblocks to the continued growth of a friendship in a marriage?
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