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One day back in 2011, I was at Peet’s Coffee one morning, as is my habit when it isn’t flu season, and as I was 
standing at the counter waiting for my drink, the barista who was preparing my drink asked me what, under ordinary 
circumstances, would have been considered a random question. She asked, “Do you think the world really will come 
to an end on October 21st”? Now as I said, under ordinary circumstances, that question in that place at that time 
would have been considered quite random. But on that particular day it wasn’t.

And the reason it wasn’t was because a popular radio preacher, Harold Camping, had predicted that the rapture of 
the church would take place on May 21, 2011 and the end of the world would come on October 21, 2011. In addition 
Mr. Camping and his followers had launched, in coordination with his predictions, and extensive media and 
advertising campaign, and among other things there were large, full sized billboards all over the Bay Area (and the 
world) calling people to repent and warning of impending disaster. And because of these things, the girls question 
was NOT random - she had at least seen or heard something of Campings predictions and either just wondered, or 
was genuinely concerned.

I remember answering her question with a briefly and directly. I responded, “NO, I don’t” - and she seemed a bit 
relieved, though I’m not sure why. And, sure enough, the May and the October date came - and went - and the world, 
as we know it, is still here. 

Over the course of the history of the church, predictions such as those made by the late Harold Camping, based on 
`the so-called prophet or preachers reading of the Revelation, have been common - and each time, the predictions 
have proved to be wrong. And in order for us to grasp how common this phenomenon really is, consider a few historic 
facts with me for a moment:

• In the 2nd century, a self appointed prophet arose names Montanus gathered a large group of people as followers 
and based on his reading of Revelation, he predicted and they went about proclaiming that the imminent appearing 
of the New Jerusalem was at hand;

• 3rd century, another prophet, Novatian, arose and drawing a huge following, predicted that the 2nd coming of Jesus 
Christ and the end of the world was at hand;

• 4th century, Donatus proclaimed the soon fulfillment of the Revelation by 144,000 individuals who were uniquely 
chosen by God;

• 5th century, the city of Rome was assaulted and destroyed by Vandal armies - and it was believed and proclaimed 
that Rome’s destruction was the event that would usher in the end of the world;

• Again, on January 31, 999, there were masses of people who filled St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome. Many had sold 
houses and lands and possessions and had given everything away to the poor, as acts of repentance - and these 
multitudes had done this and then sought refuge at St. Peter’s because they were convinced that the end of the 
world was at hand;

• Similar events and predictions took place at least once in the centuries following : in the 1100’s, the 1200’s, and in 
1245. And one hundred years later in 1345, the Black Death swept across Europe, killing thousands upon 
thousands - and people were convinced that the Black Death was one of the plagues of Revelation and that the end 
of the world was at hand;

• Coupled with this plague, war raged between France and England from  1337 to 1453 - and these wars, known as 
the 100 Years War, were considered to be Armageddon

• 16th century, Martin Luther was convinced that the Pope of Rome was the anti-Christ - and therefore believed that 
the return of Christ would indeed take place in his lifetime;

• People thought the same about the French Revolution as they had the 100 Year War; some thought this about the 
Civil War in this country, and also both WW 1 and WW 2 were also understood by many as events of the 
Revelation, which would bring about the end of the world;
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• Moving to the post war 20th century, Hal Lindsey was a popular writer in the ’70's. Hal Lindsey wrote a book right 
after I got out of high school that some here might remember. That book was titled The Terminal Generation in 
1976; and in it Lindsey stated that one could see biblical prophecy being fulfilled in front of one’s eyes in the 
newspaper headlines, which of course indicated that Christ would return very soon. Lindsey set no dates however. 
But others, contemporary to him did;

• So in 1979, Reginald Duncan wrote, in a book titled The Coming Russian Invasion of America, predicted that the  
millennium predicted in Revelation would begin in 1979;

• Mikkel Dahl, writing in The Midnight Cry, predicted after that, that the present era would end in 1980; while in a May 
1980 broadcast Pat Robertson of the Trinity Broadcasting Network made a similar prediction by stating that God’s 
judgement would surely come upon the earth by the end of that same year;

Now obviously, the ‘Rapture” didn’t take place, the world did not end and Christ did not return as predicated by any of 
these speakers and writers, and so men continued to make predictions.

• Author Salem Kirban wrote two books, 666 and another titles Guide to Survival: How the World Will End, in it this 
second book he predicted the Rapture of the church would take place in 1979 - but alas, it didn’t;

• And in 1988, Edgar Whisenant thought he had the dates right. Whisenaut wrote a short booklet titled 88 Reasons 
why the Rapture Will Take Place in 1988. I remember this book - and I also remember something else. 

When the masses gathered in St. Peter’s Basilica believing the world was about to end on December 31, 999 AD 
many of them had sold all their possessions and given the proceeds to the poor as they repented of their sinful 
lifestyle - BUT in 1988, many of Whisnant’s followers did the opposite - the ran up their credit crds, buying up all sorts 
of goods, believing they would not have to pay those cards off because they were going to be raptured out of the 
world; for after all, leaving a credit balance wouldn’t matter, because all would be destroyed anyway.

• Now, the rapture didn’t take place in 1988, so Whisenaut regrouped and then issued a second book in 1989, titled 
The Final Shout. What do you think the subtitle was? 89 Reasons….; and finally,

• The man I referenced at the beginning of our message tonight, Harold Campling, then issues his first prophetic 
book, titled 1994, in which he predicted that the rapture would take place in 1994 - followed by his predictions of 
May and October 2011 - and then, Brother camping died on December 15, 2013 at the ripe old age of 92, having at 
least repented publicly for getting his dates so wrong.

As we look back on the history of the interpretation of this book, the trend has been laughable and disastrous, if one 
happens to live outside faith in Jesus Christ - but disastrous if one is a follower of Jesus Christ. 

The trend has been laughable and disastrous among unbelievers because first, all the misled predictions and 
missed dates have made Christ and the gospel a laughing stock in the eyes of the world - while at the same time 
these trends have been disastrous for them, because the Revelation communicates clearly the gospel of Jesus Christ 
and the great need for repentance and faith in Christ, when understood properly. 

Further, this trend has been disastrous for Christians, because when interpreters of the Revelation use the book 
as a mere predictor of future events, making charts, and setting dates - the true intent of John, who wrote the book, 
and the real message the Revelation is designed to communicate to God’s people, is lost. And the result is that 
Christ’s people - the church - either give up on the book and miss the message Christ has for them in the book, 
assuming they simply can’t understand the book OR they will miss the message Christ has for them because they 
will become fixated on how the prophetic scheme will unfold. And on all counts, this is tragic. 

The tendency my friends, as people have approached The Revelation of Jesus Christ - has often been to approach 
the book of Revelation by interpreting the symbols and signs in the book through the grid of current affairs - 
and this turns interpretation on it’s head, ignores the simple rules of right interpretation, and becomes a 
mere exercise in missing the point. 
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Now, why have I chosen to begin our series in this way? I chose to begin our series in this way, because I want to 
try and set our attitude for studying the Revelation in a particular vein, lest we fall victim to the same errors so many 
have fallen into for centuries past. Looking back over fully two millennia of mis-interpretation by some, we should 
realize that we in the 21st century, like interpreters and predictors through the ages, face the same danger that our 
predecessors fell prey to; and if we don’t think we face that same danger - we are not being honest with ourselves. 

There is a warning for us in the history of misinterpretation. And this is the warning - that the book of Revelation is 
NOT a crystal ball, revealing details of the future so Christians can make maps and charts of the future or write 
novels describing the details of the end times. I am convinced that this was NOT Jesus’s purpose in giving His 
Revelation to John on the island of Patmos. 

Further, the history of misunderstanding surrounding this book very DEFINITELY communicates the attitude that all of 
us should have as we approach the study of this book - and the proper attitude that each and every one of us will 
hopefully adopt, as we approach our study of the Revelation, is one of humble, prayerful reverence.

For the person in Christ who approaches the Revelation humbly and with prayerful reverence, it becomes 
immediately clear, as the book is read, that we are standing on holy ground - and I would go so far as to say, that in 
the same way Paul was caught up to the thirds heaven and saw things there that were not lawful for him to even 
mention, John was given visions of a similar magnitude, and told to write down WHAT HE SAW in a book - and send 
those things to the churches - and as we read and study Revelation, we find ourselves in the midst of those holy 
subjects! 

So, as we move forward, I URGE you, approach the study of this book with humble, prayerful reverence before the 
Lord God who gave these things to John. 

Now, allow me to say something else for the purpose of helping all of us set our attitudes rightly as we approach the 
study of this book. In the same way the history of misinterpretation warns us to approach Revelation with humble, 
prayerful reverence, lest we fall into the same errors, there is one other reality that should call us to great care as we 
approach the Revelation - and that is the fact that historically, there have been at least five different ways that people 
have approached prophetic literature whichever view one holds of Daniel and certain other of the OT prophetic 
literature will shade how one sees the Revelation - and all five of these approaches and understandings can’t be 
right. But there have been notable men of God through the ages who have held to each of the views I mention. 

And this indicates another attitude that is a must as we approach the Revelation - and that attitude is the one Paul 
speaks of in 1 Corinthians chapter 13. Look there quickly with leif you will. 

Notice the opening verses of this chapter. What is Paul exhorting us to, as we live our lives with and toward other 
believers? LOVE. 

You see, there is a very strong possibility that as we begin to move through the Revelation, I am going to teach the 
text in such a way that someone here will take issue with it - and that is okay. What is NOT okay is for us to allow 
differences in view to result in infighting and back biting and confrontation and accusation - because we hold to one 
view while someone else holds to another view. 

As we approach the Revelation, I plan on teaching though the book by following a few simple rules of interpretation - 
questions we must ask of any text or books the Bible as we seek to understand it, and here they are:

1st, what did the original writer intend when he wrote his book?
2nd, what would his readers have understood as they read his book?
3rd, what type literature are we dealing with;
4th, how were the symbols used in the Revelation also used in other prophetic literature?
5th, what was John saying to us when he used these same symbols when he wrote to the church of Jesus Christ? 

And as I have studied the Revelation from that perspective, so I will teach - and I’m convinced that as we approach 
with humble, prayerful reverence and in love of God and of each other, the meaning Jesus and John intended will 
become clear, for our spiritual benefit and for the glory of the Lord, Jesus Christ.
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