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One of the most significant and helpful books I have ever read about READING is a book that was recommended to 
me by an Orthodox Priest friend of mine a number of years ago - and that book, by author Mortimer Adler is titled 
How to Read a Book. Until I read that book, I never imagined an author could actually write 419 pages on how to read 
a book - but Mortimer Adler did just that - and his book is a living classic - a must read, in my opinion, for any reader 
who desires to get the very most out of their reading.

I found Adler’s book very helpful - and a pointer Adler gives - one of the steps one should take when considering 
whether a certain book is worth the time it will take you to read it, or not - was to take the time to read what up until 
that time I usually skipped - the authors preface/introduction. I generally skipped that part of the book - but Adler 
advocated reading the authors preface, because in the preface one gains a general idea of the scope and aim of the 
book, the type book it is, the author’s angle on the topic, and the primary subject of the book. A good preface, 
you see, sets the stage for all that comes after. And so, since reading Adler’s work, I have made it my habit to read 
and analyze the authors preface as a first step in reading a given book - because I want to determine these details. 

And what is true of the types of books we might purchase and read from a book store is equally true of the books of 
the Bible, and especially the NT books. The books of the NT generally open with a preface - a prologue - an 
introduction - that supplies vital summary information about the NT book at hand. And the book of Revelation is no 
different - and so tonight and next week, we are going to camp out in Revelation’s prologue and draw out of it several 
important facts about the Revelation in general. 

The prologue to the book of Revelation is found in verse one to three of chapter one (read the prologue); and this 
prologue, which does summarize all that will follow, breaks down into four parts, the first three of which we will cover 
tonight: 

First, we have an answer to the question, What IS the Revelation? 

This is followed by the answer to a second question, What was the Process of the Revelation? 

Next, the prologue answers a third question, What is the purpose of the Revelation?

And finally, Why Should We Read/Study the Revelation is answered in verse three. 

I. What IS the Revelation: As we approach the Revelation, it is important that we ask, What is the Revelation? And 
at first glance, this question is answered in the first first four words of the book - it is The Revelation of Jesus Christ. 
But what does this mean? 

• When it comes to word meanings, the word ‘revelation’ itself is from the Gk. word apokalypsis and the foundational 
meaning speaks of ‘taking away a cover’, ‘an uncovering’, ‘a laying bare’. When used in the NT it refers ‘a 
disclosure of what has been concealed’ or to ‘the disclosure of divine truth - a manifestation of God’’. 

• Or I could define the word like it was defined for us in one of the first theology classes ever took: ‘Revelation refers 
to the revealing of divine truth that would ordinarily NOT be discoverable with the unaided human intellect”. 

• Paul uses this same word in Galatians 1: 12 where, speaking of the gospel he preached, he wrote to the Galatian 
Christians: For I would have you know, brothers, that the gospel that was preached by me is not man’s gospel. For 
I did not receive it from any man, nor was I taught it, but I received it through a revelation of Jesus Christ.  

• In other words, Jesus Christ REVEALED the gospel Paul preached, to Paul, personally, after Paul believed on Him 
as a result the Damascus Road experience. From the mere word meaning then, we learn that the content of the 
book of Revelation was specially REVEALED. 

BUT beyond this, what specifically was revealed? This seems like and easy question - but, when we consider this 
opening statement we must realize that this question can be answered in one of three ways. This phrase could mean:

• the contents of this book REVEALS the person of Jesus Christ to the world; OR
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• it could mean the book gives an account of Jesus’s unveiling to the unbelieving world - incognito comes visibly; OR 

• this phrase could mean simply the contents of this book is something Jesus Christ Himself revealed, to someone 
for His own purposes.   

Which is it? According to the context given in the prologue, it isn’t #1 and it isn’t #2, but #3. 

What we have here, as The Revelation, is nothing less than a message revealed by Jesus Christ Himself, which 
could never have been known by an unaided human intellect, to a particular person or to people, for His own 
purposes. And when we listen to how verse one flows this is obvious (read verse one). 

So as John was writing this book; as the early church heard it read or read it; as we read this book; as we hear it 
read; as we study it; as we handle it - he was receiving and we are interacting with a message that was REVEALED 
directly to John, by Jesus Christ Himself - and we find ourselves on HOLY GROUND. 

If this is what the Revelation is, what was the process by which John’s message came? 

II. What was the Process of the Revelation? John’s prologue actually answers this question for us. Notice the flow 
of verse one and two again. Did you see the process by which these truths were revealed to John? There was a five 
tiered process at work through which these truths have come to us. This is the revelation of Jesus Christ which:

God————>Jesus Christ————>His angel————>John————his servants (meaning, HIs church - see 1:11).
                           (Him)

Truly, there is mystery here. Clearly, God is one in Trinity, which is mysterious in itself. But what we learn here is how, 
within the inner workings of the unified Trinity, each person though one, plays separate roles. 

We see this in Ephesians 1: 1-14, where we read how the God and father of our Lord Jesus Christ has blessed us 
with every spiritual blessing in heavenly places - but Paul goes on to show how the Father, the Son and the Holy 
Spirit ALL played separate roles in our salvation - the Father planning it before the words foundations, the Son 
securing or purchasing us through the cross and the Spirit applying this salvation directly to us. This is a great 
mystery!

Here in Revelation we have a parallel of sorts. God GIVES something to Jesus Christ, His Son - who was to show 
this message by His angel to John, who was then to show - to give - to communicate - to transmit - to reveal - this 
message to Christ’s people. 

What was the message Christ Jesus was given, and which he communicated to John by His angel for the churches? 
This brings us to our third question:

III. What is the purpose of the Revelation? Again, John’s prologue answers this question, in verse 1b and the end 
of verse 3. The Revelation is a message from Jesus Christ about “the things that must soon take place’. . .’for the 
time is at hand’. 

What does John mean by these phrases? When all things are considered, soon means SOON; and ‘for the time is at 
hand’, means ‘the time is at hand’ - the events revealed were at hand. 

In other words, John reveals to us in his prologue to the Revelation that the purpose of Jesus Christ in giving this 
REVELATION to John and through John to the churches, was to show events that were imminent - at the door - 
and which would ultimately lead to the final victory of the kingdom of God over the evil world power, through Jesus 
Christ, the risen, reigning Lord - and on the backdrop of Daniel’s prophecy, we can safely conclude, since structurally 
Revelation 1: 1 and Daniel 2: 28-29, 45-47 are parallel to each other, that what Daniel saw far off, Jesus was 
revealed as being close at hand to John and to His servants, the church in the 1st century. . 
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So Revelation 1: 1-2, John’s prologue, reveals some very important detail about the Revelation. We see:

1) What the Revelation is;

2) How the Revelation was given - the process of the Revelation;

3) The Purpose Jesus Christ gave the Revelation

And this shows us a very significant, a very profound truth about this book known as the Revelation of Jesus Christ. It 
reveals to us that what we have in these twenty two chapters is a personal, revealed message from God the 
Father, though Jesus Christ the Son, to Christ’s redeemed people, that in the end, Christ and His kingdom 
would totally, completely defeat, overcome and displace the evil world powers - until the kingdoms of this 
world become the kingdom of our God and of His Christ and He shall reign forever !! 

And what a message this is, to Christians and to Christ’s Church, who face trial, who suffer and who are discouraged. 
This is a message of victory to the victorious people of God from the victorious Christ - a ver personal message to the 
church and to us, even today. 

Amen!! 

* NOTE: Apokalysis tells us something else about this book and that is the type literature this book is. It isn’t history, 
and it isn’t a wisdom book, and it isn’t poetry, and it isn’t a letter or gospel. This word signifies how Revelation, is in 
it’s entirety, is APOCALYPTIC literature. Why is this important?

It is important to recognize Revelation is APOCALYPTIC so we will approach it’s interpretation rightly - because it isn’t 
wise to interpret apocalyptic literature like we would interpret a letter, or history, or wisdom literature or the poetry of 
the Psalms - and frankly, it is right here that many. many misunderstandings about Revelation and it’s meaning take 
place. 

(We must understand the type literature a book or passage falls under in order to properly understand the message 
of the book or passage. For example, when we are dealing with a parable, it is important to know that a parable is 
constructed in such a way so as to communicate a specific lesson to the hearers of the parable, in the form of a 
familiar story, usually taken from everyday life. Jesus used parables to hide truth from and to reveal truth to, certain 
people. 

A narrative is a story taken from the life of Israel or from Jesus life and so forth. Narratives - and the four gospels are 
entirely narrative - teach solid truth, but the truth is found inside the story - and every part - every specific word - won’t 
carry the same weight as some of the other parts. So, we seek for the key lessons in narrative - and often there are 
more than one. Once we know that a parable is a parable, or a narrative is a narrative, then we are free to look for the 
key lesson or lessons - and we are also safeguarded from trying to place too much detailed meaning on all the parts. 

Paul’s letters, on the other hand, fall into an entirely different category than a parable or narrative. So with one of 
Paul’s letters, we deal with proposition after proposition after proposition - where all the parts are important to the 
whole - with significant doctrinal truths appearing in the fist part of the letter with applications of the doctrine coming 
later. So in Romans, after Paul’s introduction, chapters 1: 15 to 8: 39 is the doctrinal portion, chapters 9 to 11 are also 
doctrinal but deal with one single problem that was heavy on Paul’s mind; and then chapters 12, 13, 14, and most of 
15 tell us how to apply the doctrinal potion. 

The type literature is important to the meaning. APOCALYPTIC literature has several characteristics:

     1. Revelation within a narrative framework;

     2. Revelation is given in whole or in part by an otherworldly being - like angels;

     3. Reveals transcendent reality which is both temporal (eschatological salvation here) and spatial (it also involves        
another supernatural world);
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The goal of APOCALYPTIC is to interpret present earthly circumstances in light of the supernatural world and in 
relation to the future, and to influence the understanding and behavior of the audience through divine authority. 

One writer (Thomas Long) says “APOCALYPTIC draws back the curtain and allows the reader or hearer to see 
the eschatological victory of God, which has already been achieved over whatever forces are crippling the 
faith community. It’s a 911 genre for times of emergency’

The key to understanding this type of literature is to realize what the function of the text is. In apocalyptic 
literature, the author has something to communicate. BUT, it is more centered on HOPE for the FUTURE, than 
information about the future. It is generally NOT a chronological account of the future - but a literary shock 
treatment - and this comes through bold and graphic images to take our attention AWAY from the problems 
we currently face and give us HOPE that God will win a resounding victory over ALL evil  


