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To many Christians, the Apocalypse, also known as the book of Revelation, is a book to shy away from - and the 
result is, many Christians never take the time to read the book in it’s entirety. And the reasons for this vary. I have 
heard Christians say, about the Revelation, that they shy away from even reading the book because it is mysterious - 
filled with visions and symbols - and is just too difficult to understand. 

On the opposite end of the spectrum others have told me that they don’t want to even read Revelation, much less 
study the book, because it is so scary - and given the way some contemporary scholars interpret the book, it is no 
wonder people are afraid to even read it - because to many, the Revelation out a horror story about earth’s final 
years, months, days and hours - and with the already growing pressures of life, a book of doom just isn’t their cup of 
tea.

Still others are convinced that the whole of Revelation has been fulfilled already and so see little need to take up the 
study of a book that is really history discussed as prophecy; while still others believe that the only chapters of 
Revelation that apply to the church and Christians are chapters one through three - and so if they do read Revelation, 
they will only focus on those chapters; OR if the person has teaching responsibilities in the church, they may only 
teach through the first there chapters and MAYBE chapter 19 and 20, while leaving the rest of the book untaught or 
unexamined read. 

And friends, this is very tragic - because the Revelation was given by the Lord Jesus Christ, to his apostle John, by 
HIs angel, because the Lord Himself had a message - a witness if you will, that he wanted communicated to His 
servants - and from the book we learn that He has the Church in view; and so a failure to read Revelation - a failure 
to study Revelation - a failure to preach Revelation or to preach through only a small portion of it, means that 
individuals and whole congregations miss out on understanding the message - the witness - that the Lord Jesus 
Christ Himself gave through John, for us and the Church. 

And so what I want to do tonight is take some time to answer a single question - namely, Why Study the Revelation? 
Is there a specific benefit to you, as Christians, in studying this book? And are there compelling reasons for pastor/
elders to take the time to read, teach and preach the Revelation to their respective congregations? And the answer is 
an absolute YES - and that, for at least five reasons:   

1st - The Revelation is a message and a witness from the Lord Jesus Christ Himself, to His servants - to the church 
- to His followers - and no other book in scripture opens with this claim. And so the first reason we should read and 
study the Revelation is in order to understand the message of the Lord Jesus Christ that he has for us and for the 
church in it! 

What do I mean when I say that the Revelation is a message from the Lord Jesus Christ Himself? Isn’t all scripture 
that? Let me explain what this means: What this DOES NOT mean is that the Revelation is MORE inspired and 
authoritative or more pure than the rest of the scriptures.

It is clearly taught in both the OT and NT that all scripture is given by inspiration of God (2 Timothy 3: 16,17); but we 
should understand a couple of other facts about how the scriptures were inspired. First, know that all three persons of 
the Triune God took part in inspiring the written Word of God; and second, know that the mode - the method - the way 
the inspired scripture came, from the Triune God to the individual, varied.

     a) OT scripture was given directly by the covenant God thru various means - dreams, visions, Theophany, 
Christophany, audible voice, angels, Urim and Thummim - but regardless of the medium the covenant God used, the 
scriptures were always inspired and from Him; and so we have the recurring phrase throughout the OT, ‘Thus says 
the Lord’, or ‘And the LORD spoke to me and said’ and so forth; and so we have a divinely inspired OT, which came 
to the writers in various ways;

     b) We also know that the Holy Spirit was active in communicating a divinely inspired scripture to both the OT and 
NT writers - and so we have Peter writing about this process in 2 Peter 1: 19-21 where he writes: (Read passage). 
From this we see that some scripture was inspired by God the Holy Spirit as He - the Holy Spirit - moved the 
writers along, so that they wrote in their own style and in their own words, and in a very natural way; and yet they 
were being guided and guarded by the Holy Spirit in such a way so as to communicate the message the Lord God 
wanted communicated, without omission, without addition and without error.
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     c) The Revelation, on the other hand, came from the Son - the Lord Jesus Christ - through His angel to his bond-
servant John, and John in turn communicated this message to Christ’s servants in the churches. BUT, the witness 
and message of Jesus Christ came through a series of visions, which John SAW and then described in words - and 
the Revelation is the only book in all of scripture that makes this claim - the claim that the SON was given it by the 
Father and GAVE it Himself. Now again, this DOES NOT mean the Revelation is more important or more inspired or 
more pure than the other books of scripture. But it does mean Jesus Christ, the Lord Himself, is the author of this 
book, like the covenant God was the OT scriptures. 

Put another way, every once in a while, I will hear someone ask, ‘If Jesus were to come to church in the flesh today, 
what do you think he would say to the church? And the Revelation answers that question. And THIS is a strong 
reason to study this book. Christians should want to know what MESSAGE Jesus gave to the churches 

2 - The Revelation is the only book in scripture that comes with the promise of special blessing to those who read, 
hear and heed it’s message. Further, the book promises special blessing to Christ’s people in other ways - and a slow 
trip through the book reveals seven blessings promised to Christ’s people: 

     a) 1:3: “Blessed are those who read, hear and obey the message of this book”; 

     b) 14: 13: “Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord” - context is of those who finish their race in faith to Christ 
and those who die martyr’s death’s - and this should cause us to sit up and take note. Here’s why. For a worldling, 
physical life is the ultimate blessing while physical dying is ultimate curse; but for the follower of Jesus, precious in 
the sight of the Lord are the death of His saints; Paul wrote that he desired to depart and to be with Christ which was 
far better; he wrote how to live was Christ but to DIE was GAIN; and here in 14:13 the Spirit says - YES - blessed are 
those who die IN THE LORD. Emphasis is on remaining faithful - for there is laid up for this who do, a crown of 
righteousness that the Lord the righteous Judge will give us on that day;

     c) 16:15: “Blessed are the one who stay awake keeping his garments on, that he may not go about naked and be 
seen exposed” - which is an exhortation - a motivation - to be watchful as opposed to growing lazy and slipping into 
complacency because it seems the Lord’s coming is delayed - or that our faith is becoming more and more irrelevant 
in the modern world in which we live.

     d) 19:9: Blessed are those who are invited to the marriage super of the Lamb - is the fourth blessing. What is this 
about? We will answer that question in more detail when we arrive in chapter 19, but for now suffice it to say, there is 
a pre-requisite necessary for one to be invited to the marriage supper of the lamb, and that prerequisite is faith in 
Christ that results in the obedience of faith; so the obedience of faith brings with it blessing, according to this 
passage;

     e) 20:6: Blessed and holy is the one who shares in the first resurrection! Over such the second death has no 
power;

     f) 22:7: Blessed is the one who keeps the words of the prophecy of this book - to keep is to hold fast to and follow 
- to obey - to read, hear and heed;

     g) 22:14: Blessed are those who wash their robes, so that they may have the right to the tree of life and to enter 
the city by the gates; 

Therefore, a second reason to study the Revelation is to learn of these blessings and the rewards promised when 
we keep or obey the prophecy of this book!      

3 - The Revelation is also a book - a message - from Jesus Christ which emphasizes the importance of persevering 
faith - that is, the importance of overcoming sin and it’s attitudes and actions, the evil world system and our fleshly, 
sensual impulses by faith - and the importance of believers conquering sin, the world and the flesh by faith - and we 
learn from Revelation that to do so brings with it specific rewards. And so the third reason Jesus’s followers and His 
church should study the Revelation is to gain encouragement to run the race of faith with patience and to remain 
faithful to Christ, even in the midst of trials - for Christ has specific rewards for those who do so!  
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The word vikew - nikao - which means to overcome, to overpower, to conquer, to triumph appears multiple times in 
the Revelation, along with promised reward for those who do so. Consider with me:

     a) 2:7: To the one who conquers (or overcomes) I will grant to eat of the tree of life which is in the paradise of God;

     b) 2: 11: To the one who conquers (or overcomes) will not be hurt by the second death;

     c) 2: 17: To the one who conquers (or overcomes) I will give some of the hidden manna. . . and a white stone with 
a new name written on it;

     d) 2:26: The one who conquers and who keeps my words to the end, to him I will give authority over the nations 
and he will rule them with a rod of iron. . .”;

This pattern also appears in 3:5; 3:12 and 3:21; as well as in 12:11 - “and they overcame (or conquered him - 
speaking of satan) by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony and they did not love their lives to 
death; 

     e) And in 21:7 we learn how “The one who conquers (or overcomes) will have this heritage (speaking, 
contextually, of the New Heavens and the New Earth), and I will be his God and He will be my son”; 

These exhortations to overcome - to conquer by faith in Christ is the reason the Christian can sing from the heart the 
type songs my home church services opened with for years when I was a young believer. I still to this day remember 
those words: “It will be worth it all, when we see Jesus; it will be worth it all, when we see Christ. One glimpse 
of His dear face, ALL sorrow will erase. It will be worth it all, when we see Christ!” 

Why will it be worth it all? We just learned why! The rewards for overcoming - for conquering - the world, sin, the flesh 
through faith - is the hope by which martyrs die - and Christ’s people fight the fight of faith to the finish. This is the 
positive side to the Lord Jesus Christ’s exhortation to overcome by faith. There is a negative side to these instructions 
though and I’ll tell you what it is - saving faith is always a persevering faith and a faith in Christ that doesn’t 
persevere doesn’t save! 

• Now this point should cause we who are walking with Christ to be all the more diligent to make our calling and 
election sure, as the Apostle Peter encourages us to do in 2 Peter 1:3-11; and this point should cause us to view 
friends and loved ones who supposedly ‘prayed to receive Christ’ but who have either never walked with Jesus or 
who have fallen away from faith in Christ, as being in the mortal danger that they are in - so that we may then pray 
for them accordingly, and warn them accordingly, and evangelize them accordingly. 

4 - Fourthly, we should read and study the Revelation, in order to learn to worship the Father fervently; for in the 
Revelation the Lord Jesus Christ unzips and opens the veil and provides us glimpses of the worship of the saints in 
the throne room of Almighty God - for this is the scene we have in chapters four and five; and the scenes of worship 
in heaven are designed to empower our worship on earth!! 

• Do we desire to grow in our personal worship? Do we desire to become more fervent in our corporate 
worship? Do we desire to worship the Father in spirit and in truth in such a way that when we come together, our 
worship of God is humble, holy, reverent, and inflamed with love for God? Studying worship from the Revelation 
with eyes and heart of faith may well empower just that !!

These are four reasons why Christians and churches should study the Revelation. But there is a fifth reason.

5 - The fifth reason we should seriously study the Revelation is actually tied to all the reasons I have spoken of thus 
far - and that is this - that in the Revelation, we see the overall, central message as being that the Son of God, the 
Lord Jesus Christ, will finally and ultimately conquer the whole evil world power - and there will be ONE King, and 
ONE kingdom, for the kingdoms of this world shall become the kingdom of our God and of His Christ and HE shall 
reign forever, and ever and ever. 

The Revelation shows us in no uncertain terms that there is an end decreed. The Revelation shows us how Almighty 
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God is in total control of HIs universe and His world - and when all is said and done - the stone not cut out with 
hands, which we learned about in Daniel chapter two - the Son of Man, who we learned about in Daniel chapter 
seven - and the kingdom that the Son, the Lord Jesus Christ proclaimed when he began to preach and finally 
inaugurated, with His death on the cross, his resurrection from the dead and with the outpouring of the Spirit on the 
day of Pentecost - that kingdom and more particularly that KING - Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory -  ultimately will be 
the only King! 

The Revelation proclaims the completion and final victory that the prophecy of Daniel alludes to. The Revelation in all 
truth shows to Christ’s church in every decade, century and millennia, the warfare the church faces, the powers that 
undergird us as Christ’s church, and the final victory of the Christ of God and our victory with Him - so that we might 
have His eternal perspective - and order our lives accordingly. 

An so as we move forward, let’s be reading the Revelation together; and studying the Revelation together; and 
trusting the Lord Jesus Christ together - for the end is certain and the victory is sure, in Christ. Make sure, you know 
Him, above all!!   
 


