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Periodically, as we read through scripture, we come across places where the inspired writer seems unable to contain 
himself and remain on topic, with the result that he breaks out into spontaneous praise and adoration of God - either 
because of who God is, or over what God has done or both. An example, that many might be familiar with tonight, is 
in Paul’s letter to the Romans. In this latter, Paul breaks out into spontaneous praise of God twice.

The first time is found in Romans 8:31-39. By the tine Paul had reached what we know as Rom. 8: 31-39, he had 
written the most complete explanation of the gospel - and what it means to Christians and to the world, found 
anywhere else in scripture. 

Paul has shown how the whole world, both Jews and Gentiles, are trapped under sins dominion; and he has 
explained God’s remedy for sins dominion and for the problem of death in as much detail as could be packed into a 
letter. So, what happens when an apostle spends total focus on the gospel and it’s benefits to Christians and to the 
world? What happens is, you come to the place Paul came to where he broke into spontaneous praise of the Lord - 
and that spontaneous praise is found in Romans 8:31-39. Listen to what he wrote. 

The same thing happened again toward the end of Romans eleven. In chapters nine, ten and eleven of Romans 
Paul dealt with one single question, which posed a significant theological problem for him as a Jew - and the problem 
he dealt with is the question, “What about Israel?” In other words, Jesus of Nazareth was Israel’s Messiah - the long 
expected and hoped for Consolation from God. BUT, after Jesus was crucified and rose, the majority of Jews did not 
believe Jesus was their Messiah while many, many Gentiles who heard the gospel and the truth of the resurrection of 
Christ, believed the gospel and followed Christ. 

Did this mean that God had cast off his people, who he had chosen and given so many promises to? That is what 
Paul discusses and answers in Romans nine to eleven - and again, as he articulated the answer to that set of 
questions, he broke into spontaneous praise - found in Rom. 11: 33-36. Listen to his doxology.

Sometimes, spontaneous praise of God is all one can expect or offer, as one comes into such close contact with the 
glorious riches of God in the face of Jesus Christ. And the reason I have begun with these examples tonight is 
because as we read through Revelation chapter one, and as we arrive at verse 5b, we see the Apostle John do 
exactly the same thing - he offers up Spontaneous Praise to the Lamb Who Reigns. Let’s read this together 
starting with Revelation 1: 1 and reading down through 6, and then we will take some time and study each part of 
John’s spontaneous praise. 

What John wrote about Jesus Christ comes after John extends the greeting of grace and peace to the churches and 
to believers, from the Triune God - Father, Spirit and Son - and especially after expounding upon who Jesus Christ 
really is. John called Him in verse 5a, the faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead and the ruler of kings on 
earth. These titles by the way, are substantial. They are weighty. They have force!

And it is as though John, as he considered WHO the Son is - someone he had known personally and face to face as 
a man, by the way — a man who he had dined with — a man who he had been taught by — a man who he had seen 
do mighty works — a man who he had seen transfigured - a man who he had seen betrayed and crucified - a man 
who he had seen live again - a man who he had seen ascend back into the sky as he and his fellow disciples had 
looked on - it is as though as he considered this man, fully realizing that this man was so much more than a man - for 
he was God in-fleshed - that he could not contain himself any longer, and thus broke into spontaneous praise!

When we consider John’s praise of Christ, we see first that his spontaneous praise is based on who Jesus is - the 
faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead and the ruler of kings on earth - and these identifiers of WHO Jesus is 
caused John to highlight another of Christ’s attitudes toward Christians - and toward His people the church - as 
well as on two status changes in the life of Christ’s people, brought about in them as a result who Jesus is and what 
He did while here. 

The third attitude, which Christ and God has toward the church (and understand, when I refer to the church I am 
referring to a communion - those who are in communion with God through faith in Christ the Lord, who are gathered 
together into a body - the third attitude, in addition to grace and peace, is love. And so: 
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1st, the praise is to Him who loves us: What does this mean? In scripture, two types of love are written about, 
though there were three separate words for love in Koine Greek. In Koine Greek we have eros, phileo, and agape - 
all are kinds or types of love. 

Eros refers strictly to physical love - sexual love; and EROS does’t appear in the NT writings. 

Phileo is a second word for love and is used often in the NT - and this type love refers to what we might call in our 
day, brotherly love, or sibling love - it’s the type love brothers in arms might experience, or which we have for a friend 
we are quite fond of.

Agape is the third term for love in Koine Greek and also appears in the NT; and this type love is often used to speak 
of the type love God has for His children. This type love is love which acts on behalf of the object or person loved - 
often despite them. It is a love which is based on the choice of the lover. 

Both phileo and agape are used in John 21: 15-17, where Jesus is asks Peter three times whether or not he (Peter) 
loved Him - and three times Peter answered yes. Look there quickly. The word ‘love’ appears seven times. Jesus 
uses “agapas” twice and “phileis” once. Peter uses “philo” three times. Here’s how the conversation flows:

Vs. 15: Agapas ———>Philo
Vs.16: Agapas ———>Philo
Vs.17: Phileis————>Philo

Peter, after he denied Christ three times, couldn’t being himself to say he loved Jesus with agape love - and so Jesus 
gave him the same instruction in so many words - but when he asked Peter a third time whether or not he loved Him, 
Jesus lessened the pressure and used Phileis - to match Peter’s assertion that he loved Him, albeit with brotherly 
love - and there is a lesson here. Jesus is saying to Peter that even if you denied me and even if you can only affirm 
Phileo type love - still, I have a task for you to carry out for me - Feed my lambs, Tend my sheep, Feed my sheep - 
three instructions - three affirmations - for three denials. 

Now, how could Jesus be able to do this? Why would Jesus do this toward Peter? For the same reason he does this 
toward us, ALL the time. And HIs doing this is because though we may only have a phileo type love for Him, that is 
not the type love he has for us.

John says of Jesus in v.5b here, that it is he (Jesus) who “loved us” and the phrase used is to agaponti hemas - in 
other words, Jesus Christ loves us - his church - His people - with the kind of love that acts on behalf of we who are 
loved - because that is the choice of the lover - and this love comes to us, even despite ourselves - and in the face of 
the grace and the peace extended by the Father and the Spirit and the Son, John can contain himself no longer and 
breaks into spontaneous praise - because yes, we stand in grace and yes we are in a state of peace with our God - 
but it is because Christ loves us, by HIs own choice, that we stand where we stand.

Application #1: What this means, beloved of the Lord, is that if you belong to Christ, He has set affection on you that 
is stronger than death and is yours through HIs death, because His death is the highest expression of His love — 
meaning it cannot be defeated even by your death - and so we stand in grace, in peace and are loved. Now, Satan’s 
minions do not want us to believe this is true of us. However, it is if we belong to Christ. We are called to believe it as 
the Holy Spirit convinces us of it of it as individual Christians.

For the church though, it is even more significant - because as the church faced suffering and being considered 
illegal, one of the great truths which undergirded those who suffered was that they were loved of God through Christ 
Jesus their Lord and the Lord of Glory Himself held them fast and would vindicate them and His cause - this is what 
was behind his instruction to his disciples in John 15:23-16:4. 

And this brings us to our first status change. Jesus is he who loves us - and one result of His love for us is that we 
experience a ‘status change’ before God - the second part of John’s spontaneous praise, which is:   

2nd, praise is to him who has freed us from our sins by his blood; Because Jesus Christ loved us, we have 
been freed from our sins by His blood. What is so important or special about Jesus’s blood? 
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As we read through scripture from Genesis 3 onward, we learn major lessons about God and how to know Him and 
approach Him. We learn that after sin entered, sin separated us from God; we learn because this is true that there is 
a way to approach God but it must be in the way He requires and not in a way that we devise; and we learn that the 
way to approach God, in a sinful state has something to do with blood - because of what blood IS. Follow with me as I 
develop this out quickly:

Gen. 3 shows us that sin brings death and separates us from God;

Gen. 4 shows us there is a right and a wrong way to approach God - and the right way is to approach Him as he 
requires and not in a way that we devise - and this requires faith;

Gen. 9: 2-6 gives us a bit more detail into why God requires to approach in the way that he requires and bringing 
what we are to bring - namely, blood sacrifice;

Lev. 17: 10-12 gives us more detail into this, by revealing a bit more detail into the part blood plays in atoning for sin - 
meaning only the life of a substitute could atone for sin;

Luke 22: 20 then brings all this together, when Jesus said before he went to the cross and died that the cup he held 
up after supper was “. . .the New Covenant in my blood that is shed for you”. 

And now, after Jesus had died, risen, ascended, sent the Spirit and was reigning, we learn through John how we 
have been “freed from our sins by His blood”!!  

This, my friends, is a statement of staggering magnitude. Here’s why:

Sin is the number one problem facing humanity. Sin stains and corrupts (see Gen.4:10; Isa. 1). It has since Adam 
and Eve sinned in the beginning and plunged the whole human race into ruin. All have sinned and come short of the 
glory of God. There is none righteous, not even one. The wages of sin is death - and the death rate is 100% in every 
generation - and had been since time began. And there is nothing a man, or a woman or a child can give to ransom 
themselves from sin and it’s ravages. 

On this back drop, even the system of sacrifice set up by God in Israel only covered but did not remove sin and it’s 
penalty. That is why everyone who lived, even under the system of sacrifice and Law in Israel still died. 

Hebrews 10:4 tells us, in fact that it was impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sin - for the blood of 
bulls and goats only covered sin over until a better sacrifice could be made. Where did that better sacrifice come 
from?

Jesus the Christ offered that better sacrifice - and so Hebrews 9: 24-28 is therefore wonderful news. Listen as I read 
it. . . . And what this means is simple. By a single sacrifice He has perfected forever those who are being sanctified. 

Another way to put this would be for me to use a medical illustration. With some diseases there are medications 
which will slow the affects of a certain disease down, but won’t ultimately destroy the disease BUT THEN there are 
medications that don’t just slow the affects of the disease down - rather, those medications destroy the disease.

The blood of bulls and goats was a medication that slowed the affect of sin down in this life of people could still 
approach God - but the blood of Christ destroys sin in it’s penalty, in it’s power and someday, in it’s presence - and for 
those who are in Christ, this means that because of Jesus blood - we have been FREED - like a slave who was once 
owned by a master but has now been bought - paid for in full by a new master - Jesus the Christ.   

Application #2: The results of this in the life of the Christian and the church is simply that we have been freed from 
sin and this constitutes a status change before God. Prior to Christ and our believing, our status was one of being 
sinners - without hope and without God in the world; our status was one of spiritual death, with a darkened 
understanding and a hard heart toward God and the things of God. 
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Having been freed from sin by Christ’s blood, our new status before God is no longer sinner but child of God - 
brother - sister - of Christ. It is no longer dead person, but living person - alive to God and to righteousness. 
We are no longer walking in darkness but rather, we have the light of life. And, we are called, saints. 

In addition, we have been freed to serve a new master - for being freed from sin, sin no longer has dominion 
over us because we are not under Law but under grace. Before I was a Christian sin said “Do This” but afterwards, 
sin says “Do this” and in Christ we have the power to say, “Nope - I serve a new master - Jesus - and I have been 
freed from you”. And that is the heritage of the church - and of all those who are bought by the blood of the 
Lamb. 

And so John breaks into spontaneous praise to the Lamb who Reigns - adding a third insight into the attitude God 
has toward us who believe - He loves us; and going on to show that our status before God has changed. We have 
been set free from sin by His blood - that we might love Him, and worship Him, and serve Him and proclaim Him who 
has delivered us from darkness into HIs glorious light.

And because this is who were are in Christ, suffering DOESN’T mean God is against us but rather, we suffer because 
He is for us - but chew world does’t know us, because we are of Christ and no longer of this world. 

Shall we pray. . . .. 

NOTE: Next week we will take some time to examine the second status change. John gives to Christ the praise 
because he has made us kings and priests to his God and Father.


