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In the sequel to the gospel of Luke, Luke recorded in Acts chapter one an historic scene that both signaled Jesus’s 
first disciples the beginning of a new chapter in their relationship with the now risen Lord, Jesus Christ and which left 
them with great hope. We learn from Acts 1: 3 how after Jesus rose from the dead he presented himself alive to his 
disciples with many proofs by appearing to them over a forty day period while teaching them about the kingdom of 
God. And the forty day period wasn’t by chance.

When this forty day period came to a close, Jesus and His disciples are found on the slope of the Mt. of Olives which 
is near Jerusalem, and at that time Jesus gave further instructions to these disciples. Specifically, Jesus ordered 
them not to depart from Jerusalem but to remain in the city until they had received the promise from the Father that 
He had told them about - namely, the Holy Spirit - which was to be sent to them in just a few days (Acts 1:4). 

In response to this statement, they asked whether the kingdom was to be restored to Israel at that time, to which the 
Lord replied, “It is not for you to know the times and the seasons that the Father has fixed by His own authority. BUT, 
you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in 
all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth” (vv. 6-8).

Then, after Jesus said these things, something amazing took place. At this point, Jesus began to rise up into the air - 
to levitate - to be lifted up in their sight - and He just kept going up, up, up, up until a cloud took Him out of their sight. 
And they just stood there looking up into the sky (v. 9). And as they stood their gazing up into the sky, two men stood 
by them in white robes and they spoke, breaking the disciples focus from off Jesus’s Ascension. And these men said:

“Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up into the heavens? This Jesus, who was taken up from you into 
heaven, will come in the same way you saw him go into heaven”  (vv.10-11)

This event is known as the Ascension of Christ - when He returned to the Father and took His seat at the right hand 
of the Father on high - which is the seat of power and authority - and it is there that Jesus is today; and this is why 
John could write of Him in Rev. 1: 5 that He, Jesus, is ruler of kings on earth. And it is important to realize that 
among the men who stood there that day, 40 days after Jesus’s resurrection and who saw Jesus go up into the 
heavens until a cloud covered him, was a man named John - called the disciple whom Jesus loved in one of the 
gospels. 

It was this same John, who saw Jesus lift off and disappear into the heavens, and who heard the two angels say that 
this same Jesus who they saw taken from them into heaven would come once again in like manner, who wrote the 
Revelation; and when we arrive at verse 7 of Revelation, this same John is now referring to the same event, as he 
wrote to the church of Jesus Christ, that those two angels referred to when they spoke on the Mt. of Olives. Question 
is, why did John insert this reference here, in chapter one of the Revelation? 

John inserted this reference to Jesus coming in clouds, or in the clouds here, because it will be this event that will 
bring about the end of our story - the end of the history of the human race - the end of the present evil age, while 
ushering in the age that is to come. And since it will be this event - the return of Jesus Christ in power as the 
conquering King - which gives the suffering church and believers assurance of final victory and which will usher in the 
age to come, it is only fitting that John should end his greeting to the churches - a greeting where He has outlined the 
total victory of the Lord Jesus Christ - with the event that will bring the great conflict of the ages to a close and see 
Christ’s victory fully realized, NOT just by His friends but also by all HIs enemies. 

You see, in John’s greeting - his epistolary greeting - John takes his readers through three movements. The first 
movement (v.4-5a) is where Christ’s people - the church - are offered grace and peace from the Trinitarian God - 
from Him who is and who was and who is to come, and from the seven spirits (or seven fold spirit) who is before His 
throne, and from Jesus Christ, who John says is the faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead and the ruler of kings 
on earth. 

This greeting extends two great benefits to Christ’s people - grace, and peace; and it reveals the basis for grace and 
peace to be extended from the Trinitarian God - which is the victory of Jesus Christ over death and over sin - 
meaning Jesus is Christus Victor! And the three truth’s about Jesus - that He is the faithful witness, the firstborn from 
the dead and the ruler of kings earth - are true of Him because He is the victorious Christ.
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The second movement is spontaneous praise on John’s part, where he communicate to Christ’s people the affect 
this victory has on them - on us. We learned in this movement (vv.5b-6) that Christ fought the fight He fought while 
on earth because he loved us; that the great benefit to us is that we are freed from our sins by His blood; and the 
result of all this - the affect of all this - is that we, Christ’s church and people, have been made a kingdom (or, 
kings) and priests to Jesus Christ’s God - that is, God the Father. 

Regarding this third affect of Christ’s victory, Joseph Seis, a Lutheran commentator of the 19th century made this 
observation. Seis observes:

We are not only loved and freed from our sins, but, if we are indeed Christians, we are princes and priests, 
named and anointed for immortal regencies and eternal priesthoods. Let men despise and condemn religion 
(meaning the Christian faith) as they may, there is empire connecting with lowly discipleship, royalty with 
penitence and prayers and sublime priesthood with piety. Fishermen and tax gatherers, y listening to Jesus 
presently find themselves in apostolic thrones, and ministering as priests and rulers of a dispensation, wide 
as the world, and lasting as time. Moses by his faith rises from his father-in-laws sheepfold to be the prince 
of Israel; and Daniel from the den of condemnation to the honor and authority of empire. . . there is not a 
believer, however obscure or humble who may not rejoice in princely blood, who does not already wield a 
power which the potencies of hell cannot withstand, and who is not on the way to possess eternal 
priesthood and dominion.” (The Apocalypse, Seis, pg.29).

Notice what characterizes the first and second movements of John’s greeting to the church and Christ’s people 
who make up the church. 1st, these two movements are positive. Next, these two movements are designed to bring 
hope to the church and to Christ’s people in the present time. And finally, these two movements relate to things that 
are true of the church and Christ’s people in whatever time during the present age that they may be found. In other 
words, it wasn’t just 1st century Christians and the 1st century church who were kings, priests to Christ’s God - this 
applies to we who live today, and are Christians as well. Those are the first two movements of John’s greeting. 

John then moves to close his epistolary greeting - this is what we have in verses seven and eight of chapter one; 
and he does this by shifting focus off of the present and off of the church and Christians - and onto an event still 
future to when he wrote - the return of Christ with clouds, which will be the reverse of how John saw Jesus ascend in 
to heaven - but instead of further discussing how the return of Christ would affect the church and believers, his focus 
moves to the enemies of Christ and of the church (vs.7), before ending once again with an affirmation of the total 
supremacy of God, as the one who is brining all this to pass (vs.8). 

This seventh verse of Revelation chapter one contains four statements: Behold, He is coming with the clouds 
(or, with clouds - NKJV) is the first statement; and every eye shall see him, and they who pierced him is the 
second statement; and all tribes of the earth will wail (or, mourn) because of Him is the third statement; and even 
so. Amen. is the fourth statement. What is John communicating here? Let’s take each statement and examine it. 

Statement #1 is Behold, He is coming with the clouds; and this statement is actually taken directly from the book 
of Daniel (7: 13), where one like a son of man comes to the ancient of days and from the ancient of days he receives 
a kingdom. That’s the OT reference this statement is based upon - and it mirrors it very closely. Two questions are, , 
what ‘coming’ of Jesus Christ does this statement refer to; and what does the reference to ‘clouds’ refer to? Let’s take 
the questions in order: 

The question about which coming John refers to is important because Jesus Christ ‘coming’ is referred to in several 
ways in the scriptures of the NT. Let me give you five examples to illustrate what I mean:

1st, Jesus definitely ‘came’ when He took on flesh at his incarnation - and all four gospels refer to this first 
coming, or as some call it, Jesus’s first advent. Now, the first advent surely isn’t what John is referring to here - but, 
his first advent is his first coming;

2nd, Jesus promised  ‘I will come to you’, speaking to his disciples while still in the upper room with them, before he 
was crucified. He spoke of ‘coming to them’ in conjunction with His departure from them and His the sending of the 
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Holy Spirit to them (John 14: 16-18) - and his statement in John 14 can reference one of two events. Jesus may have 
been referencing HIs resurrection - where he definitely came to them after he was crucified; or he may have been 

referencing the sending the Holy Spirit and how that event would be, in some fashion, Jesus coming to His disciples 
in the person of the Spirit - and I don’t think this is what John is referring to in Rev. 1:7;

3rd, some say Matthew 24: 29-30 is a reference to Jesus coming in order to bring judgement to Christ rejecting 
Israel, Jerusalem and the Temple - this would be the view full preterists - and truthfully, if Revelation was written 
around 64 A.D. that view - preterism - carries remarkable credibility - and so if that view were true, John could be 
referring to the coming of Jesus in judgement against those who rejected Him and had Him crucified; 

4th, the NT gives a sense of Jesus coming in judgement and correction, not once but possibly over and over 
again - in such places as Rev. 2:5; 2:16; 3:3. Look there quickly;

5th, Jesus Christ is spoken of as coming when He returns bodily, with power and great glory at His second advent. 

Which ‘coming’ is John referring to here? After studying these ‘comings’ I’m convinced that verse seven refers to the 
final coming of the Lord, Jesus Christ, with power and glory. Here’s why:

     a) The consensus about the date of the writing of the Revelation is NOT the early date (64 A.D. give or take) but 
rather, sometime during the reign of Domitian (mid-90 A.D.s would be the writing of Revelation);  

     b) after considering the immediate context of verse 7 and how it relates to the rest of John’s greeting, it seems 
clear that John is referring to the second advent of Christ, and I have laid out the three movements of the greeting 
and how John moves from the two positives to the one negative;

     c) When we consider the OT references John bases this verse on, it seems definite that this is a reference to 
Jesus’s second coming with power and great glory - and the two OT references this whole verse is based upon are 
Dan. 7: 13 and Zech. 12: 10, which is a reference to Israels’ great regret when they fully realize the identity of the 
Lord, whom they have pierced - and that event lies future, even to us. So, John refers in verse seven to the second 
coming of Jesus Christ with power and great glory.

What is meant by, ‘clouds’ or with ‘the clouds’? 

If we base our understanding on Acts 1, then we might say this is a reverse reference to that event, in which case, 
Jesus will come back on the clouds of the atmosphere. 

The more likely understanding is that this is a reference to judgement and so this reference to clouds would be 
consistent with the OT and the NT statements where the Lord is referred to as coming on or with clouds for 
judgement - and this would be in keeping with the whole of the verse - and is consistent with the other NT references 
to Christ’s second coming, such as we have in Matt. 24. 

And so John proclaims, Behold, He is coming with the clouds - meaning, He is coming in judgement, at the end of the 
present age! What He means is, when Christ returns, He will return for judgement - AND He will return in the glory 
cloud - the shekinah - of Almighty God! Thus first statement is followed by a second statement:

Statement #2 and #3 shows us John’s focus is on future coming because his focus is on future judgement: “and 
every eye shall see Him and those who pierced Him; and all the tribes of the earth will wail (mourn) because 
of Him”. This statement and statement #3 is taken directly from Zech. 12: 10 - but with one twist. In Zechariah 12: 10 
the statement is limited to Israel, but John expands the application of the statement and the next statement to ‘every 
eye’ and ‘all tribes of the earth”. So John’s statement here has a universal as opposed to a local application - thus I 
say verse 7 refers to Jesus’s second coming and to the final impact of that coming on Jesus’s enemies. 

How is it possible that every eye will see Jesus at His coming? Well, it won’t be due to social media. It will be due to 
HIS coming in the heavens - and perhaps He will hesitate in the heavens so that as the earth turns HIs appearance in 
the sky will be seen by everyone alive; and for those who have already died, a resurrection will have taken place at 
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His coming! Everybody will be resurrected who has died - and so, every eye will see Him including those who pierced 
him; and the piercing here has a two fold meaning;

     1) Those who literally did; like the man spoken of in John 19: 37, who literally pierced Him and in part fulfilled 
Zech. 12: 10, as John wrote in his gospel; 

     2) Since Jesus came the first time, lived, died and rose, He has been being pierced by ungodly and unrighteous 
people - by every person or group of people who have persecuted His church, hurt His believers, slandered His 
name, cursed His name, used HIs name as a swear word, used HIs name as a slang expression, used Him as the 
brunt of jokes - all these examples illustrate ways Jesus has and continues to be pierced - but guess what. That will 
be evident on that grade and terrible day the Lord!!

So, the picture given by John in v. 7 is this - that Jesus is coming with the clouds - glory clouds - for judgement - and 
when he comes, HIs enemies, past, present and future, will be devastated! Why? Because today, Jesus the Christ is 
the incognito king - but on that day, he will return as the KING of GLORY - and everyone will know it to the depths to 
their souls - for the everlasting bliss of His church and His people and to the everlasting terror of His enemies, past, 
present and future!! 

And if this is true, beloved, how important it is to make absolutely sure, Christ is yours and you are Christ’s! For on 
that day, those who had opportunity to surrender to Him and didn’t will wish they had. Those are the first three 
statements. What of the fourth.

Statement #4 is short - only three words: Even so. Amen. But these throwers carry strong meaning. These three 
words and the way they are constructed here by John combine a Greek and Hebrew idiom - and they carry the 
meaning agreement. In other words, this is John’s way of proclaiming coming judgement to the enemies of Jesus, 
meaning His victory will be final - and after asserting this, John writes Yes and Amen. Or, if I put these last three 
words into our idiom of the 21st century, it would go something like this:  

Behold he is coming with the clouds; and every enemy eye shall see Him and the enemies who pierced Him; and all 
the enemy, unbelieving tribes of the earth will wail because of Him. Bring it!. Amen! Let it COME ON! 

So we have three movements - the first two for the church and believers and the third directed at Jesus enemies at 
HIs second advent. This is John’s greeting. And he closes HIs greeting with an appeal to He who is and who was and 
who is to come in verse eight. Listen to verse eight. His point is, because this is the message fro the Almighty in this 
book, the Revelation, you can be absolutely certain it will come to pass, just as the message says!

Now, from this we have to ask, wha should all this mean to us as 21st century people? Let me leave us with three 
applications:

1st, if you are in not in Christ tonight, the application is obvious - why are you waiting to surrender to Christ and make 
Him,, by faith, you King and your Lord? Surrender your heart, your life, your all to Him and be saved ad freed fro 
death and your sins;

2nd, is you are Christ’s tonight, there are two important applications for you to take to heart seriously, this night:

     a) Make sure you are watching and praying, lest Jesus’s return catches you unawares - for Jesus Himself said, 
blessed is he who, when His lord Comes, he finds watching when he comes;

     b) A part of watching is to walk in the new role al believers have, seeing that we have been made a kingdom, or 
kings, and priests to our God. How do we function as priests to our God? Here are three ways:

          1) When we come together to worship corporately as an expression of Christ’s church, corporate worship is in 
anode itself ministering to the Lord, if our focus is right - so do so;

          2) Private prayer, fasting and devotion is a way we minister to the Lord, as we give Him sacrifice of praise, the 
fruit of our lips giving thanks to His name;
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          3) A life and walk of reverence before and obedience to the Lord is another way we serve as priests to our God      

Amen
  

   


