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In our last session together we completed our study of the opening eight verses of the Revelation of Jesus Christ - 
having spent some focused time examining John’s epistolary greeting - and so we are starting a new section of the 
Revelation now - and the best title for this part of the Revelation is to name it “The First Vision”  or “The Vision of the 
Glorified Christ” which John saw and then wrote about. The Revelation is actually structured much like the OT book of 
Daniel (or even of some other of the OT prophetic books) in that the Revelation communicates to us a series of 
visions John, the author, saw and then recorded. 

If you were with us for our study of Daniel, then you should immediately pick up on the parallel. The book of Daniel 
contains  a series of dreams and visions which the Lord God gave to either a pagan King, which Daniel interpreted 
(ch.2) or to Daniel, which an angel interpreted for Daniel (ch.7-12); and those dreams/visions communicated two 
great truths. 1st, they communicated some detail, future to Daniel’s time, about God’s people (then in captivity) and 
their relationship to the evil world power. But secondly, they communicated detail about the ultimate and final victory 
of the Lord God Almighty over the evil world power, and the kingdom of God which would ultimately replace this evil 
world power. 

The Revelation does exactly the same thing - with exactly the same message - only the message of the Revelation is 
much more specific than that of Daniel - and we will see just how specific it is as we move through the book. 

Like Daniel, the Revelation contains a series of visions - seven to be exact - which are also about God’s people, the 
evil world power and the evil world powers ultimate defeat. Where do these visions appear? 

The first of these seven visions is found in 1:9 - 3:22. We will begin to examine this vision tonight and will complete 
our study of it in June,  from tonight until we break for the summer;

The second vision is found in 4: 1 to 8: 5 and involves scenes of worship in the throne room of God and a scroll with 
seven seals, as well as the opening of the seven seals;

The third vision is found in 8: 6 to 11: 19 and tells us about Seven Trumpets;

This is followed by a fourth vision where John communicates to us Seven Signs - 12: 1-14: 20;

The fifth vision concerns itself with Seven Plagues and these appear from 15: 1 to 16: 21; 

These plagues are followed by a vision of the Final Victory - the Ultimate Triumph - of the Lord God Almighty 
and this is recorded in 17: 1 to 20: 15;

And then, in 21:1 to 22: 5 we have the final vision, which is of the New Heavens and the New Earth. 

Finally, we have the books ending - a final message from the Lord Jesus Christ through John to Christ’s church and 
His people, found in chapter 22: 6 to 21.  

John’s first vision, as I mentioned earlier, is recorded in Rev. 1: 9-20 - 3: 22, with the introduction to the vision found 
in chapter one, verses 9 to 20 - and these verses divide into two parts. Verses 9, 10 and 11 introduce this first vision 
to us and verses 12 to 20 are the opening part of the vision. Consider with me the introduction to Revelations 
first vision, and then the vision. 

As John opens up the body of His letter, he writes an introduction to the body of the book, by telling us once again - 
did you follow that? 

I. John’s introduction to his first vision is found in vv. 9-11. And in this introduction we learn once again -who 
the author is, where he is and what happened to him where he was because he reminds us once again, Who is 
the writer? 

     1) We learn his name is John - and since this John is none other than the Apostle John - we established this in 
session #4 - and from the gospels we learn a bit more about him. He was one of the first disciples. He was one of the 
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three men who were of Jesus’s inner circle; he was with Jesus on the Mount of Transfiguration; he is also called, in 
the gospel that bears his name, the disciple who Jesus loved; he was the only disciple who followed Jesus through 

His five trials and all the way to the crucifixion; and he was the one disciple who was entrusted with the care of 
Jesus’s mother, Mary - and we learn this from John 19, where we see John standing at the foot of Jesus’s cross with 
Mary and her sister and with Mary Magdelene. 

It is this John who is writing the Revelation. He gives us more insight into how he viewed himself though, in what he 
wrote about himself in the next line of verse nine. Notice how he describes himself. He doesn’t assert his position as 
an apostle - nor does he appeal to his credentials. Rather, he identifies with Christ’s people, as a peer - and he 
identifies himself with them as one who suffers with them. And so he wrote how he was their brother and 
companion in tribulation AND in the kingdom and patience of Jesus Christ. This is who John was. And there is 
an application for us in this.

Application #1: In our day, people are all about human credentials - not that everyone who has credentials places a 
huge value on them - but nevertheless, many do place value on their credentials. Now, the credentials may be 
educational - or they may be connected with accomplishments - or they may be in relation to accumulated wealth. 

In the church, pastors or christian workers may be seen to have the right credentials based on the size of their 
congregations or whether they write books or not or whether they have built buildings, or started new churches and 
so forth. And often, the people who have achieved the most, or who have accumulated the most, or who have the 
largest congregations of have built the most buildings or who have the largest budgets are seen as the heroes of our 
day. Often, when in the right place at the right times, it is these types of credentials men and women refer to. 

In John’s day, however, this wasn’t how Christ’s people thought - and it wasn’t how Jesus’s apostles were oriented. To 
gain an idea of how the Lord’s apostles were oriented in relation to human credentials we can look to Paul as an 
example. Saul of Tarsus as he was originally known, was the one apostle with the most impressive list of human 
credentials. He lists them in Philippians chapter three. But when he lists his human credentials - the accomplishments 
that people might look to to determine his credibility, he calls these human credentials ‘dung’ - a list of qualifications 
which he himself counted as loss, for the superior goal of gaining Christ. 

We see the same tendency in with the apostle Peter - who was the first among equals among Jesus’s first twelve 
disciples. It was to Peter that Jesus said what he said about building his church and about the keys to the kingdom 
(Matt. 16: 17-19). It was Peter who was looked to as the spokesman for the band of disciples. And it was Peter who 
had the honor of preaching the first gospel message on Pentecost (Acts 2) and the first gospel message to a group of 
Gentiles (Acts 10). But, when describing himself he referred to himself as simply an apostle of Jesus Christ (1 Peter 
1:1) or as “a fellow elder and a witness to the sufferings of Christ, as well as a partaker in the gory that is going to be 
revealed (5:1).

True credential in the 1st century church had more to do with one’s labors than one’s list of achievements - one’s 
wounds than one’s wealth - because labors and wounds testified to one’s faith in Christ while achievements were self 
focused and wealth was simply a tool to advance the gospel and provide for ones basic needs. 

Further, crowds of people and exciting events weren’t a measure of a work of the Spirit. Faithfulness to Christ was, 
and especially through suffering. Crowds followed Jesus after seeing the most mighty miracles performed since 
Moses but most of the people who saw the miracles cried out ‘Crucify, crucify” after Jesus was arrested. As over 
against this, it was ones faith in Christ and one’s sacrificial service and one’s labor in the gospel and the marks of the 
Lord Jesus Christ that one bore in one’s body Gal. 6:17) that really testified to whether a person had credential - 
credibility before the Lord and before the church; and the early christians measured the work of the Spirit by the fruits 
it produced.

Amy Carmichael, the 19th/20th century missionary to India captured this same apostolic spirit when she wrote her 
famous poem titled Hast Thou No Scar, which goes:     

Hast thou no scar? No hidden scar on foot, or side, or hand? I hear thee sung as mighty in the land,
I hear them hail thy bright ascendant star, Hast thou no scar?
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Hast thou no wound? Yet I was wounded by the archers, spent,
Leaned Me against a tree to die, and rent, by ravening beasts that compassed Me, I swooned:
Hast thou no wound?

No wound, no scar? Yet as the Master shall the servant be, And, pierced are the feet that follow Me;
But thine are whole: can he have followed far, Who has no wound nor scar?

This was how John identified himself - he was a brother and companion in tribulation, and in the kingdom and 
patience of Jesus Christ. He mentions his own suffering - and he suffered as a companion with the churches he was 
writing to. Now, here’s a question for you. Do you think more like this world or more like Christ’s apostles when it 
comes to this? 
    
 2) Where was John and why? John tells us he was on an island - Patmos - and he was there “for the Word of God 
and for the testimony of Jesus Christ”. Patmos is an island in the Aegean Sea that is rather small - and is pretty much 
a rock island with some vegetation. And in the 1st century it was a prison island where political and other sorts of 
prisoners were banished to - and this is how John ended up on Patmos. 

What was his crime? The Word of God and the testimony of Jesus Christ was his crime. In other words, he preached 
Jesus Christ and Him crucified - and it landed him on Patmos. Now, according to history this was providential 
blessing - because according to tradition, John had been sentenced to death by Domitian because he lived during the 
time the Domitian persecutions in the last decade of the first century but when the authorities attempted to put him to 
death he was miraculously delivered - and so, he was exiled. 

3) What happened to him while he was there? Notice verse 10- he was in the Spirit on the Lords Day and he heard 
a voice behind him that sounded like a trumpet and the voice told him to do something (v.11). He was to write. 

This is John’s introduction to the first vision. He then describes the vision in vv. 12-20. Follow as I read. 

II. The vision: What is this vision and what was it about? 

In this scripture we have the only physical description of Jesus Christ in the Bible, right here in the Revelation that 
John the Apostle wrote. Did you catch the descriptors found in these verses? 

1st, a voice speaks to John and when he turns to see the voice that spoke, what does he see? He saw ONE like a 
son of man (see Dan. 7: 13; 10: 6);

2nd, he wore a robe to the floor and a golden sash around his chest;

3rd, his hair was white like wool or snow; and his eyes were like flames of fire;

4th, his feet were like burnished bronze, refined in the furnace;

5th, his voice was like the sound of many waters;

6th, he held seven stars in his hands; and from his mouth came a sharp two-edged sword;

7th and finally, his face was like the sun shining in full strength;

Who is this? This person calls Himself the first and the last. He says of himself that He is the living one, who died 
and is alive forevermore - who also holds the keys of Death and Hades. This person who spoke to John was none 
other than the ascended, glorified Christ - and John sees a visionary image of Him!

When Jesus, who we call Christ first came to the earth - when he took on flesh - he was born as a baby and laid in a 
manger; and then he grew up and lived life as Jesus the model man. But Jesus as the baby in the manger and Jesus 
the man isn’t how He shows up today. No, today, he is the risen, ascended, glorified, reigning Jesus described by 
John in this vision John saw and which is described in Revelation chapter one - where we have a picture of Jesus the 
glorified Christ in HIs King/Priest role at the right hand of the Father - and the imagery of the vision is striking.
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a) the long robe and golden sash are garments of a king priest, walking in the midst of HIs people, the churches;
b) his eyes like flames of fire speak of his role as judge who brings judgement;
c) his feet as burnished bronze relate to His foundational moral purity;

d) his head and his hair white as snow is taken from the picture of the Ancient of Days in Daniel 7: 9 showing that 
Christ and God are one and the same person;

e) the sharp two edged sword speaks of HIs Word - by which he accomplishes all HIs purposes - He just has to 
SPEAK it and it comes to pass, as is illustrated by his earthly life;

f) And his face shining like the sun at full strength is a reference to BOTH HIs visible glory as God as well as a 
reference to the Messianic Warrior (see Jud. 5:31).    

The description of Jesus from Revelation 1: 9 to 18 is who Jesus the Christ is today; and this is also how He will show 
up when He comes the second time - not as a harmless baby, and not as Jesus the man - but rather, as Jesus Christ, 
the King/Priest who will return in purity and power to conquer His enemies, judge the nations and peoples and bring 
final purity, deliverance and victory to HIs people!! 

Application #2: Here we have a second application. It is THIS Jesus who gave John His Revelation - HIs message 
to His churches. It is this Jesus who reigns today over the kings on earth. It is this Jesus who oversees His church. It 
is this Jesus who will come again - are we ready, for this Jesus to come? Because it is this Jesus the world will 
receive and it is this Jesus that His people, the church are to prepare to receive. Question is, are we ready for THIS 
Jesus? And how do we prepare for this Jesus?

Christians prepare for the coming of this Jesus in two ways:

1st, by expecting Him to come at any moment - for if a person is expecting a gust that person will be preparing for the 
guests arrival - but if we are not expecting we will NOT be preparing - and many people today, even Christians, are 
not expecting. Oh, Jesus will come eventually, they say, but probably not today, or tomorrow or the next, or even in 
my lifetime! But, in truth He may come at any moment in power, but if not, he will eventually come for each of us at 
our death. The only way to be prepared for His coming is to live life with an expectancy that He will come - at any 
moment!

2nd, when His imminent return is always on our minds, we will generally be found prioritizing growth in grace and in 
the Lord Jesus Christ - and this will have both a negative and a positive aspect. It will mean we are:

     1) Putting off sin;
     2) Worshipping the Father;
     3) Keeping right relationships with others by walking in love toward them;
     4) Placing ourselves in situations, in events and under teachers who foster spiritual growth and NOT emotional 
highs. Do you know what I mean by that?

Often, Christians will have certain experiences at events or in gatherings and so forth and because of the nature of 
the event or the music or atmosphere, they will think they are having a spiritual experience while they are actually just 
having an emotional experience. BUT, true spiritual growth has some specific characteristics which identify it. When 
we are growing spiritually we will be experiencing an:

     1) Increase in hunger for God

     2) Increase in the fear of the Lord

     3) A tuning of the conscience 

     4) Growth in the fruits of the Spirit

When we are expecting Christ’s return every moment, putting off sin, loving the Father as we minister to Him in 
worship both corporately and privately, loving others by maintaining clean relationships with them and serving them, 



The Vision of the Christ
Rev. 1: 9-11, 20

03.08.16
mdb

and making sure we are growing spiritually in grace and in the know;edge of Christ - well, we will find we are ready 
for Him to return at any time. 

We have looked at the introduction to the vision and the vision itself briefly. What does this vision teach us? 

III. The Lesson of the Vision is seen in vv. 12-13 with v. 20. Consider what John wrote. What does it mean? 

Briefly, it simply says to us that Jesus Christ, the risen, glorified and reigning Lord, stands in the midst of His 
churches, knows the state of HIs churches, and takes personal interest in them - their leaders, their affairs, their 
strengths, their weaknesses - everything about them; and just howe intimate He is with His churches we will see 
when we work through chapters two and three. But for tonight, since we are out of time, let me make one application 
from vv. 12-13 and 20, for us who are in the 21st century church.

Application #3: As we see Christ in the midst of HIs church in this first vision of the Revelation, so we learn that He 
is to HIs churches snow what He was to His churches then - in their midst - every gathering, every service, every 
Sunday, and whenever the church gathers. And since the church is the gathered people God in the here and now - 
this local church, for the sake of our discussion tonight - it means Jesus Christ is in the auditorium every time er 
gather in HIs name. 

Now, if you knew Jesus Christ was here each time we gather in His name - and you knew that He would be watching 
you as you prepare to gather on Saturday night and on Sunday morning - and that He would be watching everything 
in every place once you and we arrived on Sunday morning, would it make a difference in how you prepared for 
corporate worship Sundays or whenever? I suspect it would!!

Listen, people prepare to meet Kings and presidents - and every time we gather, including tonight, we are in the 
presence of the King of Kings. 

So, as John opens his description of the first vision of the Revelation we have his introduction to the vision, his 
description of the vision and then we have an application of this vision to Jesus’s church. Let us take this vision to 
heart - and allow it’s truths to change us for the glory of our king and for our own eternal good. 

Amen.    

    

 


