
The Vision of Christ Clarified
Rev. 1: 12-20

03.15.16
mdb

No doubt, Jesus who is called Christ has had a more significant influence on the peoples of the world than any other 
figure from history - and the reality of his influence was captured in the words of a poem written by Dr. James Allen 
Francis in 1926. Titled One Ordinary Life, the poem goes like this:

He was born in an obscure village, The child of a peasant woman 
He grew up in another obscure village, Where he worked in a carpenter shop 
Until he was thirty when public opinion began to turn against him 

He never wrote a book, He never held an office, He never went to college, He never visited a big city 
He never travelled more than two hundred miles from the place where he was born 
He did none of the things usually associated with greatness and he had no credentials but himself 

When He was only thirty three His friends ran away, one of them denied him and He was turned over to his enemies 
And went through the mockery of a trial 
He was nailed to a cross between two thieves and while dying, his executioners gambled for his clothing,  
the only property he had on earth; 
And when he was dead He was laid in a borrowed grave through the pity of a friend 

And yet, [twenty one] centuries have come and gone and today Jesus is the central figure of the human race and the 
leader of mankind's progress ; All the armies that have ever marched , all the navies that have ever sailed, all the 
parliaments that have ever sat, And all the kings that ever reigned put together have not affected the life of mankind 
on earth s powerfully as that one solitary life

This is a very interesting poem - and whether one agrees with everything the poet wrote about Jesus or not, or if one 
takes issue with the main feature the poet left out, there is one fact we all must agree upon and that is that Jesus of 
Nazareth has had and continues to have a powerful and far reaching influence on humanity. There is another  
observation, though, that we can make about Jesus that the poet failed to mention - and that is, He left no busts of 
himself behind indicating something of what he looked like. Most other influential people had busts made of 
themselves or had busts of themselves made by some of their followers. But Jesus of Nazareth has no sculptures  or 
paintings, done by first hand observers providing insight into his physical facial features. There just aren’t any.

Further, none of the gospels describe his physical appearance. The gospel writers tells us a lot about Jesus’s origins 
and his birth; they reveal a bit about his family; and they reveal a lot about what He taught, what works he did, how he 
died AND, unlike the poem of Dr. Francis, they reveal to us that Jesus didn’t stay dead - he resurrected. There are 
two passages of scripture that gives us a bit of insight into the physical appearance of Jesus. 

The first is found in Isaiah 52:13 to 53: 3.: And what we learn here is that Jesus looked common - and probably 
wasn’t very attractive (53:2). He fit in with a crowd - and was even despised! We also learn that Jesus - for Jesus the 
Christ is who the prophet was referring to when he wrote of the Servant of YHWH - would be so marred so as to be 
beyond human semblance; and that He would ‘sprinkle many nations (52:14-15). These verses contain descriptors of 
the person of Jesus the Christ, a.k.a. the Servant of YHWH in Isaiah’s prophecy. But, these descriptors don’t really 
tell us much.

A second description of Jesus Christ - the Alpha and the Omega - is found in our text for today - Rev. 1: 12 - 16 - 
and here we have a much fuller description of Jesus the Christ; and in fact, this vision reveals to us something about 
who Jesus was in John’s day and even, today. The Jesus described here, therefore, is the same Jesus Christ who 
will come again with power and great glory when He does return to the earth for a second time - and I mentioned that 
last week when we were looking for the first time at this fist vision of John in the Revelation. I need to clarify 
something though, about how Jesus appeared to John versus how he will appear when He does return.

It is important to keep in mind that John saw a VISION of the glorified Christ - and we know this is the glorified Christ 
because of what the voice that spoke, reveals about Himself. And because this is a vision - it is important to realize 
that Christ John saw, and the Christ the world will see at His second coming, will not be the same (as far as we 
know). And I say this, because John sees the glorified Christ symbolically - and the symbols John saw provide clear 
and unmistakeable insight into WHO Jesus Christ, now glorified is, in His roles - HIs works - His offices. 
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As we began to see last week, Rev. 1: 9 to 20 communicate to us the SETTING of John’s writing, then the SCENE 
John saw, and this is followed by a description of Christ Jesus, using symbolic language. What do these symbols 
MEAN? Each of the symbols John saw carries with it a specific meaning; and it is from these symbols and what they 
mean that we come to grasp who and what, the glorified Jesus Christ really is. 

I. The Setting John finds himself in is described in verse 9 and 10 - and we gain there insights into the setting of 
John’s writing.

     a) He was on the island of Patmos on account of the word of God and the testimony of Jesus. We covered that 
last week;

     b) Next, we learn that John was “in the Spirit’ (v.10). What is that about? John didn’t mean that there were times 
when he did not have the Holy Spirit and times when He had the Spirit. From the time John and his friends had Jesus 
breathe on them while on the shore of the Sea of Galilee, before the Ascension, John and HIs fellow disciples had the 
Spirit; further, John was present on the day of Pentecost, when the Holy Spirit came with power (Acts 2) and the Holy 
Spirit came with power so that Jesus’s apostles were from that day forward, empowered to Be Christ’s witnesses. 

So what does this phrase mean? John is alluding to the fact that on this particular Lord’s Day he was in a special 
state, in the Spirit at this time, which enabled him to receive visions from God, similar to that we see happened to 
Ezekiel in chapter one of his prophecy or Isaiah chapter 6 of his prophecy - and in line with what Peter describes in 2 
Peter 1: 19-21. In the same way we learn how the Spirit was sometimes presence with Jesus to heal, so the Spirit 
was present with John to reveal truth in a special way. 

     c) Third, He was in the Spirit - not on Monday or Wednesday or Friday and not even on the Sabbath. He was in 
the Spirit on the Lord’s Day. And this refers to the first day of the week - the same day in the week that Jesus Christ 
rose from the dead’ and if we think on this, seeing this vision on the Lord’s Day is quite fitting, in that the vision was a 
vision of the risen, reigning, glorified Christ - and Christ had risen on the Lord’s Day - and that is why it is called, the 
Lord’s Day. It has everything to do with the day on which Jesus Christ rose from the dead. 

This is the setting. What did He see when he turned to see the voice which some to Him? 

II. The Scene John saw is described in vv.12-16 - and John describes what he saw by giving ten descriptors - two 
focusing on things independent to the person with the voice - and nine describing the person with the voice, Himself. 
Let me run through these quickly.

     a) The two symbols John saw that were independent of the person with the voice are described in v. 12 and v.16 - 
the person with the voice is standing in the midst of seven golden lamp stands - and he holds seven stars in His 
right hand;

     b) Then we have eight other symbols - all of which relate to the person with the voice. Let me review these with 
you;
          1) This person is described in v. 12 as being clothed in a garment down to his feet (a long robe); and 

          2) a golden sash around His chest - also in verse 12;

          3) His head and hair - v.14 - says it was white like wool, like snow;

          4) we also learn from v.14 that this persons eyes were like a flame of fire; 

          5) next, v. 15 shows this person’s feet to be like burnished bronze; 

          6) In relation to his voice, v. 15 reveals how it sounded like the roar of many waters;

          7) Verse 16 shows that out of his mouth came a sharp, two edged sword; and finally, 

          8) HIs face shined like the sun shining in it’s strength. 
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We went over these symbols briefly last week - but tonight, I want to take a journey with you that delves a bit deeper 
in the meaning behind these descriptors - and as we go a bit deeper we will see that these symbols bring great 
comfort to Christ’s people but should bring great concern for those who don’t submit to and follow Jesus Christ. 

On this score, in fact, William Hendrickson writes how these symbols show the Christ as being clothed with 
majesty, power, awe and terror. And we know it is the Christ who is in focus because of what He says of himself in 
v.17b - 18 - and we see how in HIs presence there is real shock and awe (v.17a). 

III. What do these symbols MEAN for Christians today and what did they communicate to Christians in John’s day? 

1) The first symbol communicates specifics about Christ’s offices, now that He is glorified. The garment down to 
his feet was the way princes, kings and priests dressed - in the same way we know, when we read of how John 
the Baptist wore camels hair, that he was dressed in the traditional attire of a prophet. And the Lord Jesus Christ 
walked in three roles when He was on earth - and continues in this roles. Jesus is at the same time God’s prophet; 
God’s high priest (but not after Aaron’s, but after Melchizedek’s priesthood); and God’s King - for He inaugurated 
the Kingdom of God when he began His ministry - the same kingdom, not made by men but by God which we learned 
about in Daniel 2, 7, 8 and so forth - and He oversees it today. And the Kingly and the Priestly role are in focus here 
in v. 13;

2) This second symbol, also in v. 13, gives more detail about Jesus’s role as Priest of God. There is a golden sash 
across Christ’s chest and this golden sash across his chest parallels the breastplate of the High Priest of Israel and 
we gain insight into why Jesus appeared clothed in a golden sash across HIs chest when we look at the high priest of 
Israel’s garments, in Exodus 28: 23 to 36. Notice v. 15, 21, 29, 36. 

The symbolism in Revelation communicates meaning - and there is significant meaning here. Many of us have sung 
the song, Before the Throne of God Above - and in that song there is a line which goes, “My name is graven on His 
hand, my name is written on HIs heart - I know that while in heaven He stands, no tongue can bid me thence 
depart” - Do you remember the line? Have you ever taken the time to learn why we can sing those lines without 
singing falsehood? NO? Many never ask deeper questions - but if someone does and they take the time to search 
backgrounds to lyrics, we may find that the lyrics we are singing are true because they are roots in God’s written 
revelation - the scriptures. 

Now, we may find they are not - many songs make claims about God that have no basis in God’s revelation - but 
Before the Throne of God is not one of them.

Application #1: What this particular symbol communicates to Christ’s church and people is simple - our great High 
Priest has our names written on His heart - THAT is phenomenal - so phenomenal in fact, that our adversary, the 
devil does NOT want Christians and churches to grasp this truth and live by faith, in it - because you see, a High 
Priest reprints His people before God - and there are so many times when we need the assurance that our great High 
Priest who has passed into the heavens will, and is representing us before God’s throne. We have an advocate with 
the Father (1 John 2: 1-2). If the devil can move us off this truth, he can wreck us in our trial - but if we stand solidly 
on this truth - that Christ is the great High Priest of His church and people AND that our names are on HIs heart -we 
have stability - and can approach Him in faith. believing He hears and WILL answer. 

And once we realize a great truth like this one, we easily become like the persistent widow in Jesus’s parable in Luke 
18: 1-8. Often, we don’t see the answers we desire because we don’t persist - but with such a High Priest we should 
ask and keep on asking.

3) The third symbol we talked about last week v.14). His head and hair being white like wool is a symbol taken 
from Daniel chapters 7 and 10; and were qualities of who Daniel calls the Ancient of Days - and there have been 
several views of the meaning of this symbol. Here’s why. In Daniel, one like the or a son of man comes TO the 
Ancient of Days and receives a kingdom from the Ancient of Days. Here though, in Rev. 1: 14, the head and hair that 
is white like wool of snow is attributed to the risen Christ. Why is this and what does it mean?
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     a) Some see in this image the two natures of Christ, saying that when Daniel saw these two together this is what 
was being communicated - and I haven’t done enough reading on that view to adequately explain why they hold that 
understanding - but. I’m not convinced it is accurate;

     b) Others see in this imagery God the Father in Daniel chapter 7, with the Two Persons of Daniel chapter 7 being 
Two Persons of the Trinity - and John Chrysostom says in his commentary on Daniel that Daniel “was the first and 
only one (in the OT) to see father and Son, as if in a vision” - and that is the way I taught that text. And there is no 
inconsistency in this understanding - for we are considering the contents of visions. Obviously, God isn’t an old man - 
and the visions don’t give a literal but rather a symbolic picture of real, literal truths.  

In his commentary on the same passage, then, Chrysostom goes on to observe: “Do not seek clarity in 
prophecies, where there are shadows  and riddles, just as in lightening you do not seek a constant light, but 
are satisfied that it only flashes momentarily”. These symbols in visions are like lightening flashes - giving 
symbolic glimpses into literal reality - thus, the symbolism. 

4) The fourth symbol, eyes like a flame of fire, speaks both of purifying power and penetrating power. This is what 
the writer to the Hebrews is referencing when he wrote how “everything is naked and open before the eyes of Him 
with whom we have to do (Heb. 4:13)”. People live three lives and churches do too - we have a public life, and 
private life and a secret life - but there is no such things as a secret life before the eyes of Jesus the Christ - neither 
fro his church or for individual Christians. His eyes penetrate - and they can purify. How?  When people know 
someone is watching them, behavior is often changed - and if we know Jesus sees all things we do, hears all we say 
and can read even our thoughts - or tendency, if we live life in such a way so as to have the Lord Jesus set apart in 
our hearts - will be to labor to make sure out three lives are synced up.

Application #2: And the application here is simple. Christians - and church - Jesus sees all. Santa Claus doesn’t 
know when you’ve been sleeping; he doesn’t know when you’re awake; he doesn’t know that you’ve been bad or 
good - but Jesus knows. Now, if you’re not a Christian. let me just tell you that everything found in your public life, 
private life and secret life may remain hidden in this life - but it will all be made public in the next life - so no one gets 
away with anything before God. The same applies to believers - and we will all give account of what we have done in 
the body. And this 4th symbol communicates the reality of these things, through the symbol - and we will see, once 
we get in to chapter two, how these quilted of Jesus apply to churches.  

5 and 6) The fifth and sixth symbols - qualities of Christ - are related to HIs feet and His voice; His feet like 
burnished bronze symbolizing Christ’s strength and steadfastness - and this is comforting because it reveals the 
unchanging nature of the Christ. He is stable, consistent, constant - in a world where nothing else is; and the voice 
like the sound of many waters communicates both that He has the power to be heard and He will be, AND HIs 
voice is also soothing. The loud sound of water does both

Loud flowing water or the crashing surf can be heard from miles away when things are quiet - but there is nothing 
more soothing than to listen to flowing mountain spring water or the surf as one lies down to sleep. The seventh 
symbol is filled with meaning as well - much more than what we covered last week.

7) The seventh symbol John records is found in v.16 - where John sees that from HIs mouth came a sharp, two - 
edged sword. This, of course, refers to HIs Word - which is called a sharp, two edged sword in Hebrews 4: 12:

For the Word of God is living and active (or powerful, NKJV), sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing to 
the division of soul and spirit, of joints and marrow, and discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart.  
 
What we learn from scripture is that God’s Word effects many works in peoples lives - it brings about much result. For 
example, the Word, which proceeds from God or Christ’s mouth:

     a) Created the universe - (Gen. 1);

     b) It corrects (1 Tim. 3: 16);
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c) It reveals (2 Tim. 3: 16 and Heb. 4: 12);

     d) it converts (Psa. 19);

     e) It restores (Psa. 23); 

     f) It discerns - and teaches us discernment between evil and good;

All God’s written Word does, Jesus IS. And He speaks to HIs church through HIs Word proclaimed and taught; and 
he speaks to the hearts of HIs people as they hear, read, study, memorize and meditate on His written Word. BUT, 
there have been times and there will be times again, when He will actually speak VERBALLY to bring about HIs 
purpose - as He did while here in the flesh - and as he will do when He returns. 

Application #3: What this teaches us is simple - if from the risen Christ’s mouth comes a sharp, two edged sword - 
and if even the written Word of God is said to be sharper than any two edged sword - then God’s Word fills a two fold 
function - that of a surgeons scalpel or that of the Roman short sword, which John’s image is based upon. 

The two edged sword John refers to was used by the Legionnaires for sloe quarters combat - and slashes from the 
two edged sword cut deep, and easily dis- emboweled an enemy. So God speaks of how his word does this. This is 
what the Word that proceeds out the the mouth of Jesus does and will do to HIs enemies - and it is this use that John 
has in mid here - for as we have said before, He is writing to encourage the church and Christians as they live under 
the power of the evil world rulers and system. 

Different images are used for Christ’s people who interact with His word, however. Christ’s Word also plays the role of 
the surgeon scalpel - and brings knowledge of God, reproof, correction and instruction in righteousness - aiding us to 
avoid sin and spurring us on to walk as close to Christ as we possibly can. 

And so, this is the voice John saw - and the symbols communicate much thetas profitable to Christ’s church and 
people. We learn from these symbols that:

We have a great a great King ruling over His world;

We learn we have a great high priest who has our very names written on His heart - which is such a tender and 
personal image; 

We learn that this person John sees is none other than the second person of the Godhead - who is Himself Almighty 
God;

John shows how HIs eyes see all - a great comfort and motivator to those of us who are His but a terror to those who 
are not His - for everything is naked and open with whom we have to do;

We also see He with Whom we have to do is stable, consistent, constant and has the ability to make Himself heard 
as well as to soothe with His very voice;

And finally, His word serves as both a sword of judgement and of healing;

And who is this person? HIs face shined like the sun shining in it’s strength - denoting glory too great to behold - for 
this person is none other than the Alpha and the Omega, the living one, who died, and and came back to life and is 
alive forevermore - ; and NOW, He has the keys to DEATH - because the devil has been defeated; and he has the 
keys to Hades - the place of the dead - with power to deliver from death, or leave one to it.

THIS, is the description in symbols of the risen, reigning Jesus Christ - who exists with all these qualities. 

Oh, what comfort and strength and assurance we have if we are His friend - but Oh, what terror we WILL have if He is 
our enemy. And this Christ Jesus oversees His churches and His people, and works for their good - because He is 
good and it is what He does. Trust Him - that He might uphold you in life and in bodily death - and for all eternity.  
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