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Tonight we will be looking at the fourth letter to the churches in Asia Minor, and my plan is to cover this letter in two 
parts - the first looking at what was right and wrong with the church and then next week, looking at what Jesus 
instructs the church to do - and this is because there is so much contained in this letter that I want to cover it well. So, 
let’s pray together, and then we will read the letter and work through a part of it.

Since time began, those who taught falsely about God and about what please Him have been common in the world; 
and the first example of a false teacher goes all the way back to the Garden of Eden. The ‘teachers’ name was ‘the 
serpent’ - identified as Satan and the Devil - his pupil was a woman - Eve - and his teaching caused her to doubt the 
goodness of God, downplay the warning of God and violate the prohibition of God, as did her husband, Adam. 

Israel was plagued by false prophets and false teachers - and one need only read the OT to see this, and especially 
OT books like 1 or 2 Kings, to see this; and the church had - and has - it’s share of false prophets and teachers. 
Jesus, while on earth, warned against those who would deceive through their teaching (see Matt. 24: 5, 11); Paul 
warned against false prophets and teachers (1 Tim.4:1-3; 2 Tim.4:3); Peter did the same (2 Peter 2:1-3); John warned 
against those who taught falsely (see 2 John 9, 10); and Jude devoted his whole one chapter book to the subject. 

By definition, a false prophet is someone who prophesies falsehood about God and HIs work (and so men like the 
late Harold Camping could safely be called a false prophet with his false predictions of the time of Christ’s return); A 
false teacher on the other hand is someone who teaches contrary to the doctrine of Christ - meaning, that which 
does’t line up with what the Prophets of the Lord and the Apostles of Jesus Christ passed down to the churches - and 
we find this teaching in the books of the OT and the NT. 

Also, false teaching or teachings appear in one of two ways. A false teacher may be someone who contradicts 
what scripture says about a particular topic. Some, for example, in both the fourth century of the church, and today, 
teach what is false about the nature of Jesus - calling Him the first created being (and this is based on scriptures, 
such as Colossians 1: 15). Those who believed this about Jesus in the 4th century were called Arians - named after a 
deacon named Arius who first introduced this teaching - and this teaching had quite a large following during the 4th 
century; and today this same teaching appears among the Iglesia ni Christo in the Philippines or the Jehovah’s 
Witnesses in the U.S.. 

On the other hand, false teaching may come, not so much in regards to the words of scripture but rather, in 
scriptures application. In other words, it is possible for someone to teach the Word rightly, only to turn around and 
misapply it to the situations of life - with the result that wrong practice develops - a practice which is by definition 
compromise with the flesh or the world and which by its nature is wrong - sin - and displeasing to the Lord.  

In the church we are studying tonight, this latter form of falsehood is primarily in view - though I am sure wrong 
teaching was present too. The church we are studying tonight is the church in the city of Thyatira. And interestingly, 
the city of Thyatira was the least important of the seven city churches addressed and yet, the church at Thyatira 
received the longest letter. And this goes to show that the values of God are markedly different than human values. It 
would have been easy to overlook the church at Thyatira, for after all, it was located in the least important town! BUT, 
despite this, the church in Thyatira was yet, the Lord’s church - and it was therefore in on his heart, on HIs mind and 
He had His eye upon them. 

The church at Thyatira was a church which was doing many things well and right before the Lord. In 2:19 Jesus lists 
out for the Christians there the things that were commendable and we see how he commends them for five qualities. 
He tells them He knows:

     1) Their works - referring to thinner vital witness for Christ and the gospel;

     2) Their love - for one another and for the Lord;

     3) Their faith - in God and in His plan and promises of the future hope of Christians;

     4) Their service - labor for Christ in the church and outside;

     5) Their patient endurance .
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And then Jesus commends them for one other quality. He tells them that He knows how their latter works exceed 
their first works. What does he mean by this? He means the church in Thyatira was a growing church in their witness 
for Christ and in their love, faith and service - and this growth was surely a result of their patient endurance in all the 
right ways. 

Interestingly, this church is commended for what the Ephesian church was rebuked for. In Ephesus the Christians 
were sound in doctrine BUT their latter works were weaker than their first works - so Jesus told them they had lost 
their first love and called them to repent. The church in Thyatira was just the opposite. They had perhaps started 
slowly but grew and grew and grew - and Christ commends them for that by contrasting their positive increase with 
the coldness of heart of the Ephesians. And there is a lesson in this for all churches:

Application #1: Regardless of where Christ’s church might be located and regardless of how unknown the church 
might be, Christ still has His church in His mind, in His heart, and in His eye; AND, the breadth of popularity is NOT 
what is important but rather, that the churches works, love, faith, service is increasing, as the church patiently follows 
Christ and remains true to Christ - because the little list of qualities founding verse 19 are the types of things that 
Christ Jesus commends; and these are a result, not of how cool we are in the worlds eyes but how connected we are 
with the Vine. 

These Christians at Thyatira surely knew the principle of John 15:4-8 - that if they did not continue vitally connected 
to the Vine they could do nothing but if they remained in the Vine they would bring forth much fruit - and this was their 
heritage. 

This is one reason why it is so very important for churches to remain centered and focused on Jesus Christ; centered 
and focused on the gospel of Christ; and centered and focused on walking with Christ and teaching others in their 
midst to do so. Abiding in the Vine - Christ - is the key to true SPIRITUAL growth; and it is also the key for individuals 
if they want to increase in their knowledge of God and in grow in works of witness, love, faith, and service. 

Question: If this was what was right with this church, what was wrong with the church? In the midst of a church 
which is increasing in works, faith, love and service, there still can be problems - and in the church at Thyatira there 
was a HUGE problem - and her name was Jezebel, according to Jesus Himself in v. 20. And from verse 20 to 23, 
Jesus calls the church at Thyatira out - He moves from commending to condemning and correcting - and He 
directs His condemnation and His correction to an individual and to a group within the church. 

     1) The individual Jesus calls out is ‘that woman Jezebel’ - and Jezebel is most likely not her real name. BUT, 
Jesus didn't change her name to protect her identity. He calls her Jezebel to highlight the gravity of what she is doing 
and the seriousness of her doings before Him whose eyes are like a flame of fire and whose feet are like burnished 
bronze (see v.18). 

The real Jezebel was an Old Testament queen - the Sidonian queen of King Ahab - and she enticed Ahab toward the 
worship of the Baals and turned all Israel to worship idols and commit sexual immorality (both spiritually and actually). 
We meet her in 1 Kings 16:30ff and she is on the pages of scripture off an on until 2 Kings 9:30-37, where we have 
the account of her horrible death under the judgement of God. And her sin was to Israel exactly what the woman of 
Thyatira’s was to the church there (v.20). Notice the words:

“You tolerate that woman Jezebel, who calls herself a prophetess and is teaching and seducing my servants 
to practice sexual immorality and eat food sacrificed to idols”. 

This womans error was two fold. 1st, she claimed a position for herself that was not hers (she called herself a 
prophetess, creating a position for herself) AND she teaches and seduces Christ’s servants to sin. Hers was an error 
in application. Hers was the second category of false teaching mentioned by me above. Now, how could she have 
done this? How does this work? 

1) Perhaps she suggested that this type involvement was legitimate as long as the Christians were not sincere and 
didn’t really believe in the false gods they were giving token acknowledgement to;

2) Or, the false teacher may have been misapplying Paul’s statement in 1 Cor. 8: 4 that since an idol had no real 
existence in the world, participation at feasts in the idols honor was neutral and could not harm a true Christian;
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3) A third possibility was that this false teacher taught that participating at the pagan festivals and paying homage to 
these idols was really following Jesus teaching to ‘render to Caeser the things that are Caesars and to God the 
things of God”.  Thyatira was home to multiple trade guilds (there were guilds of woolworkers, linen workers, slave 
dealers, bronze smiths, makers of outer garments, dyers, leather workers, tanners, potters, bakers, to name a 
few); and for a person to hold employ in one of these guilds it was a requirement that said employee pay homage 
to the patron deity of the trade guild by participating in feasts to the patron idol, and this always included 
sacrificing to the idol and eating the meat that was sacrificed - and often it included immoral behavior - fornication.

4) Another possible source of compromise would be to cite Paul’s instruction that Christians are to be subject to 
governing authorities - and since the governing authorities expected participation in emperor worship or in these 
guilds with their festivities, to participate was actually right before the Lord;

5) A fifth possibility would be to understand sacrificing to a patron god or to Caeser in the same light as sacrifices in 
the Jewish temple in honor of certain rulers;

6) Another possibility would be to see participation in these guilds as permissible as long as it did not make the 
weaker brother stumble;

7) Also, it may have been taught that to participate lessened the gap between Christians and idolaters, thus making 
evangelism possible. If we can just participate in these festivals then unbelievers will see that Christians are really 
not so prudish - that they can really have fun after all - and the faith will be more acceptable;

8) An eighth approach to this, which would involve encouraging wrong practice would be to teach that the physical 
realm was evil anyway and the spiritual was all that mattered - thus, it mattered not whether one participated in a 
festival in the world, as long as spiritually, one was connected to Christ (this has Gnostic tendencies); or a 
derivative of this would be to say that if one has achieved a level of strength of faith - if one has a strong enough 
faith, then even participation is a bit of sin and the demonic realm would;t hurt one’s faith;

9) And finally, this teacher or these teachers may have reasoned that God’s grace couldn’t be fully appreciated 
unless the full nature of sin was understood   

Using any one of these approaches, this false teacher or teachers were leading Christians astray - and for the 
undiscerning, this type teaching - and especially some of these approaches - sound so BIBLICAL! BUT, this is what 
was wrong at Thyatira. And Jesus rebukes this woman, through the letter to the angel of the church at Thyatira, 
because the angel of the church at Thyatira and others in the church tolerated this activity by she and by her group.

In light of this, Jesus pronounces HIs intention upon this false teacher as well as upon ‘her children’. Notice verses 
21-22. After giving her time to repent, He is now about to throw her into a bed of affliction and he is about to kill her 
children with death - and He will do it in such a way so that all the churches will know that Jesus is He who searches 
the mind and heart and that He will give to each one according to their works. 

The phrase, ‘kill her children with death’ is actually a Hebrew idiom and carries a specific meaning - it means to kill 
utterly. An example of this may be found in 2 Kings 10: 1-11 where wicked king Ahabs seventy sons were killed and 
their heads were sent to Jezebel in baskets, before she also was killed, according to the word of the Prophet Elijah. 
And that is what Jesus was going to do to this fine lady. 

What Jesus says to her and to the church at Thyatira is quite different than what He has said thus far to the churches 
of Ephesus and Pergamum. To those churches, He told them to correct what was lacking - or else, he would correct 
them. (see 2:5, 16). For Thyatira - those in the church who are on the wring side of the Lord - this is NOT what He 
says. For Jezebel and her companions, the tie for repentance is past. Why? Because she was already given time to 
repent and she didn’t (see vv.21-23). For Jezebel and her children, judgement is on it’s way. 

In this, there are several lessons for us even in the church of the 21st century. Let me close with 

1st, for a church to be tolerant of the wrong things is both tragic and dangerous;

2nd, from verses 20 to 23, we have a clear example of the patience of God toward those who are sinning against 
Him, even within HIs church. And we see this patient forbearance throughout scripture. For example, fro the time 
Noah began the ark and was preaching righteousness, it was 100 years before the flood came and destroyed those 
who did not repent - which was everyone (see also 2 Peter 3: 9; 1 Tim. 2: 5);

Application: Repent while you can, because there may come a time when you can’t; and churches need to hear this 
same message today in our land.
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3rd, We see how judgement is always based on what a person does - on their works - v. 23b (see also 2 Cor. 5: 
10-11; Rev. 20: 12ff); and what this means to us is, what we do MATTERS before God, even as Christians. Why? 
Friends, let me share with you a principle and I hope we never forget it - our works reveal the state of our faith and of 
our heart - and before the Righteous Judge, they will either affirm we have faith or they will condemn us by showing 
that we didn’t. And let me lay a disclaimer here . Even for the most spiritual of Christians, our works will be imperfect 
last best - but, our works still reveal the direction of our lives - and a life of faith will be a life growing in the things the 
church at Thyatira grew in - works of witness, faith, love, service - while a life without true faith in Christ - without life 
from God, will manifest the opposite. 

And finally, from the list of ways a false teacher can even use scripture but teach people to walk in sin nonetheless, 
we learn how subtle false teaching really is. And there is only one way to discern the true for the false and that is to 
saturate with the true.

We have all heard of how bak tellers retrained to recognize counterfeits by constant exposure to the true currency. 
And so it is for us as Christ’s followers. Hebrews 5 speaks to this - and about how for the mature, by reason use of 
the truth, senses are exercised to discern the good fro the evil. 

Let us take the warnings of Jesus to the church at Thyatira to heart - and lets us so saturate our minds with the 
scriptures and so seek God in prayer regularly, that we will be discerning in this world of deception known as the 21st 
century, that we might receive, not commendation but COMMENDATION from the Lord both today and on that day. 

Amen.    


