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Last Tuesday we began to consider the fourth letter from the Lord Jesus Christ to the Asia Minor churches - and the 
letter we began is that to the church at Thyatira. And this letter, which is the longest of the seven letters to the seven 
churches of Asia Minor, reveals more about Thyatira and this church than the rest of the NT combined - and this is 
because there is only one other place where Thyatira is mentioned in the NT and that is in Acts 16:14.

In the story from Acts 16, Paul the Apostle is in Philippi, a city in Macedonia and a Roman colony. On the sabbath, 
Paul and his companions went to the riverside where they assumed was a place of prayer and upon arrival there they 
sat down and talked with a group of women who had come down to the river; and among these women there was a 
certain woman there named Lydia, who was from the city of Thyatira. Lydia, we learn from Acts 16, was a seller of 
purple clothe - clothe that Thyatira was known for - and as she listened to Paul the Lord opened her heart to pay 
attention to what Paul said, with the result that she believed on Christ and was baptized; and she then housed Paul 
and his companions while they were in Philippi. 

Nothing further is said about Thyatira accept what we have in Revelation chapter 2 but it is highly likely that because 
Lydia followed Jesus, the church was established in Thyatira rather easily and with her help some time after her 
conversion. And the church was a solid church, as we saw last week - for we learned from v. 19 of Revelation chapter 
two that the Christians there - the ones who were faithful to the Lord, Jesus Christ - were known by Christ as having 
patient endurance, love and faith, and unlike the Ephesian Christians, those in Thyatira had increased in their labor 
for Christ instead of decreased. 

We also learned last week that there was trouble in Thyatira. A false teacher - and by the time of Christ’s letter this 
teacher may have multiplied herself - had set up shop in the church in Thyatira and was responsible for leading many 
astray (see vv.20-21). Toward this teacher and her children, Christ had promised judgement (vv.22-23); and this 
judgement was sure to come. From this, I made three applications, which are relevant for us in the 21st century 
church. We saw:

1st, that for a church to be tolerant of the wrong things is both tragic and dangerous;

2nd, from verses 20 to 23, we have a clear example of the patience of God toward those who are sinning against 
Him, even within His church. And we see this patient forbearance throughout scripture. For example, from the time 
Noah began the ark and was preaching righteousness, it was 100 years before the flood came and destroyed those 
who did not repent - which was everyone (see also 2 Peter 3: 9; 1 Tim. 2: 5);

Application: Repent while you can, because there may come a time when you can’t; and churches need to hear this 
same message today as do individuals in our land.

3rd, we saw how judgement was to be based on each one’s works - and the principle is that it is always 
based on what a person does - v. 23b (see also 2 Cor. 5: 10-11; Rev. 20: 12ff); meaning, what we do matters to 
God and to His Son Jesus Christ because our works always reveal the state of our faith and the state of our heart - 
and before the Righteous Judge, they will either affirm we have faith or they will condemn us by showing that we 
didn’t. And let me lay a disclaimer here. 

Even for the most spiritual of Christians, our works will be imperfect at best - but, our works still reveal the direction of 
our lives - and a life of faith, starting at the time we believe on Christ will be a life growing in the things the church at 
Thyatira grew in - works of witness, faith, love, service - while a life without true faith in Christ - without life from God, 
will manifest the opposite.

That is where we have been as we have considered the letter to the church at Thyatira - and this covers vv. 19-23 
and Christ’s condemnation - His indictment - against the church at Thyatira; and so tonight I want to complete our 
study of this longest of the seven letters by considering what Christ says to those at Thyatira who had not followed 
the teachings of this false teacher.  

As I said last week, the letter to the church at Thyatira follows the usual pattern common to these letters. We have a 
greeting, with Christ identifying himself by using a certain name for Himself - and in this case He is the Son of God, 
who has eyes like flames of fire and feet like burnished bronze;
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Then we have the commendation (v. 19); and this is followed by the condemnation (vv.20-21) and warning (vv.22-23). 

The indictment is then followed by Christ’s encouragement and His promise to the faithful of this church (vv.24-28). 
Listen as I read Christ’s encouragement and promise.  . . .there is a two fold encouragement here:

1st, Christ answers a question that any of HIs followers might ask, when in a situation where all around them, false 
teachers abound. The question is, what should we who are striving to remain faithful to Jesus Christ do, when we find 
ourselves in a situation where strong false teachers or mistaken teachers hold sway over many Christians? 

Answer is both negative, “. . .I do no lay any other burden on you . . . and positive. . .Only hold fast what you 
have until I come. (vv24b, 25). Were these Christians under some burden? And what does Christ mean by ‘hold 
fast’?

Re burdens, there was a ‘burden’ or a ‘requirement’ placed on Gentile believers at the Jerusalem Council (see Acts 
15:28); and it is on this backdrop that we have Christ’s rebuke in 2:14, 20). So Christ had no other burden to place on 
the faithful than that which had been placed on all Gentile Christians by the Apostolic Council;

What does it mean to ‘hold fast what you have until I come’? To ‘make fast’ is another way of instructing, ‘make 
secure’; and so to ‘hold fast’ refers to this same thing. Timothy was instructed to HOLD FAST or follow the pattern of 
the things that he had learned from Paul (2 Tim. 1:13); or to ‘continue in the things which you have learned and been 
assured of, knowing rom whim he learned them  (3:14).

So what is the follower of Christ to do when in a situation where he or she is surrounded by false teachers who hold 
significant sway? Hold fast what you learned as truth, considering who you learned them from. Now, Timothy had the 
advantage of being taught by an apostle, so he knew that the man he learned the turret from was accurate. We don’t 
have the same advantage, of being taught by an apostle, that he had, do we? 

Oh, yes we do - for we hold the apostolic teaching in our hand in the scriptures of the NT. Listen to the testimony of 
one of the early church fathers on this score:

St. Cyril of Jerusalem (a.d. 318 to 386), gave a series of Catechetical Lectures during the lenten season in A.D. 348. 
And as he delivered a teaching on the Ten Points of Doctrine he said the following to his students:

”. . .For concerning the divine and holy mysteries of the Faith, not even a casual statement must be delivered 
without the Holy Scriptures; nor must we be drawn aside by mere plausibility and artifices of speech. Even to 
me who tell these things, give not absolute credence, unless you receive the proof of the things which I 
announce from the Divine Scriptures. For this salvation which we believe depends, not on ingenious 
reasoning, but on demonstration of the Holy Scriptures.” Catechetical Lectures IV.17, On the Ten Points of 
Doctrine

 And so for us, we can determine whether an individual teacher is spot on in his or her teaching by assessing what is 
taught, against these scriptures - and we can assess any teacher by holding their teaching against these teachings. 
And the NT is followable for the simplest of believers. 

This was Christ’s first encouragement. Then, Christ gives the second encouragement and this is found in verse 26.

2nd encouragement is an encouragement to the believers who hold fast what they have until He comes (vv.26-27), 
about the result of their faithfulness. This encouragement is taken from Psalm 2: 7-9. Look at this Psalm quickly. 

When we compare Psalm 2 with Rev. 2: 18, 26-27 what this tells us is that this Psalm - which is Messianic and which 
spoke of the Christ’s future dominion over the nations, has ALREADY been been fulfilled, because the Son was 
already reigning; and Christians would be partakers of its ultimate completion at Christ’s return. We know this 
because:
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     1st, because it has already been asserted in 1:5 that the risen Christ is also the reigning Christ because he is ‘the 
ruler of Kings on earth’ - and the statement wasn’t future, it was present. 

     2nd, 2:27 be shows that Jesus had already received authority over the nations from the Father, and his receiving 
of the authority happened in the past; 

\     
     3rd, as touches Christians, they will be given the same authority as Jesus had already been given by his Father - 
and that lay future, and was contingent on them conquering and keeping His works until the end (and his works were 
those things Christians are to DO in obedience to Him - the reigning king. 

And when we consider all of this we have to step back and exclaim, What an encouragement to conquer - to over 
come- this is! The reward, if I may call it that, for overcoming, that Christ gives to the faithful at Thyatira and to all the 
faithful of the church through the ages, is that they will reign with Christ for ever! 

Notice, I said, ‘they will reign’ and not ‘we will reign’. Why would I put things like that? Because we who are still in the 
body have not fully overcome yet - we are still in the midst of the battle - and it is simply wise, not to be too 
assumptive until our battle is over. Some day, some of us will be able to say with Paul:

“I have fought the good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith. And now there is laid up for me 
a crown of righteousness that the Lord, the righteous judge will give me on that day. . .”  But, until then, we 
have a battle to fight and a course to finish - and our priority as Christians should be, that we run well by faith in Christ 
- that we fight well - and we will only be able to do this if and as we look to Jesus, the author and perfecto of our faith, 
until we reach the end of our course. 

How do we do this? By being much in:

     a) Prayer;

     b) the Word;

     c) Fastings;

     b) Watchings over our own souls;

So to those who had remained faithful, Christ gives a two fold encouragement - to hold fast and for those who do, a 
promise that they would ring with Him. But then, he closes with one final precious promise in verse 28 when He 
states:

“And I will give Him the morning star”. What does this mean? First, we have a play on word here. One of the 
deities the Thyatiran pagans worshipped was Venus - the morning star - so Christ takes this name for His own 
purposes.

Next, the morning star may refer to Satan or it may refer to Christ. 

Lucifer (who became Satan) is referred to as the morning star in Isa. 14:12) and in this case it would be a reference 
to final and total victory over Satan though Christ (see Rev. 12: 11); or

It could refer to Christ Himself, since Jesus is referred to as the bright and morning star in 2 Peter 2:19. IN which case 
the meaning is that those who overcome will be enlightened by Christ more and more and more as they grow more 
and more and more in grace and in the knowledge of Christ. 

Or, it can refer to both. One of the ancient commentators observed, “there is nothing astonishing in the fact that it 
could have two opposite interpretations, a thing which happens often in Holy scripture. Wha is important to 
understand is the meaning of the image. Here it means the same thing that victorious Christians have Christ, 
t
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the morning star, shining in their hearts AND to say that they have dominion over satan the ‘morning star’ 
through the grace of Christ.” St. Andrew of Caesarea, 5th century.

Out of the first four letters we have studied already we see what great and precious promises Christ gives to those 
who overcome. To those who conquer, Christ promises:

1) Access to east of the tree of life (2:7);

2) Deliverance form the second death (2:11);

3) To eat of the hidden manna (2:17);

4) A white stone with a name written on it that only the bearer of the stone knows (2:17);

5) Authority as they reign with Christ (2:26-27);

6) The morning star - which can carry one of two meanings or both (28);

And so in light of all this, let us go on with Christ. Let us hold fast that which we have. Let us run with patience the 
race set before us. And let us set our hope on the great truth that those who overcome are promised marvelous 
things by Christ.

Amen

       


