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From time to time, as I am in conversation with people about churches, I will hear someone comment that in the day 
in which we live the Church of the Lord Jesus Christ is in dire straights. Usually, a comment such as that comes from 
a person who has either moved into a new area and has had a hard time finding what they feel is a solid, Gospel 
focused church or, they have a friend or family member who has moved and is having a difficult time finding a 
suitable church. Thus, comments about the dire straights of the modern church will be made. 

In addition, books come out periodically which indict the Church of the Lord Jesus Christ for many and various 
problems. The flavor of some of these books is along the lines of identifying what the modern church needs to 
change. I read one book titled ‘They like Jesus but Not the Church’, which observed how many churches today 
have become so irrelevant to the culture that the younger generations don’t like the church any more. They like Jesus 
after all, but not the church - and the battle cry of that book and others like it is that the church needs to become more 
culturally relevant - more like the world - more friendly to those from outside so that perchance they might want to 
become insiders.

And them you have the books which give another picture. Two books came out about the same time as the one I just 
referenced - one titled ‘Why We Are Not Emergent (by two guys who should be)’ and another titled, ‘Why We 
Love the Church: In Praise of Institutions and Organized Religion’ - and those two books were praising the very 
churches the one book criticized, while criticizing the type church the other book commended. And so, we live in a 
day and age where, according to many, a good church is hard to find, even harder to define AND where the churches 
that do exist are just fraught with problems. What is the result of all this?

Some complain how the church has Compromised with the culture while others say the church isn’t culturally relevant 
enough; 

One group complains how the churches have given up on doctrine, while others complain that the churches are too 
doctrinal;

Another group charges that the church no longer preaches the Gospel, as still others claim that the church preaches 
the gospel too much and should, instead, focus more on todays social issues;

When it comes to leadership, some say leadership is abusive, while others claim that church leaders are too passive;

Others complain that churches are too legalistic with too many rules while on the other hand, some say there aren’t 
enough rules and standards and the churches are too free;

Some say that congregations are too cold and so should try and make the church worship service more exciting, 
while others complain that too many churches are TOO excited and are too fanatical about this Jesus stuff;

And on the backdrop of all this, we have the Christians who are on a quest to find that church that is as perfectly 
suited to all their preferences as they possibly can find - and for people is that camp, they may tend to move around a 
lot. 

And inevitably, someone or some writer will be found looking back; inevitably, people will say in an unguarded 
moment, that they wish we could rewind and return to the perceived ‘Golden Age’ of the church, in order to recover 
what used to be. When was the Golden Age of the Church? Many would say, well surely it was during the New 
Testament era? Surely it was right after Jesus sent the Holy Spirit - surely it was when the Apostles were still alive 
and when the Church was a militant missionary organization. Surely, it was while Paul and Peter and John were alive 
that the church was in it’s golden age! Wasn’t that the Golden Age of the Church?

Hum - maybe - let’s test that proposition. Back before summer, we began chapter two of the Revelation - which 
contains seven letters to seven real churches that existed in Asia Minor at the end of the first century. Now, each of 
these letters is addressed by Jesus to the angel of the particular church -  and each of the letters follows a simple 
pattern. The simplest outline for each of these letters comes in four parts:

1) Relevant introduction; 2) Penetrating Evaluation; 3) Corresponding Exhortation; 4) Motivating Benediction



Review of the Seven Churches
Rev. 2 and 3

09.13.16
mdb

A more detailed outline would be:

a) A greeting: “To the angel of the church in. . . .”

b) A title of the Risen Christ, often taken from the vision of the risen Christ from chapter one;

c) The ‘I Know’ section, which give spires to the church for what is good and right (accept for Laodicea);

d) The ‘but I have this against you’ section (with the exception of the church in Smyrna);

e) Warnings;

f) An exhortation or encouragement;

g) A promise, given to ‘him who overcomes’;

These seven letters follow a set pattern - for the Lord Jesus Christ is addressing His churches which were in Asia 
Minor, at the end of the first century - or put another way, His churches during the Golden Age of the church. We have 
covered five of the seven churches from Revelation two and three thus far. What have we learned about those 
churches?

Let me refresh our memory - and as I do, I want you to ask yourself two questions: 1) which of those seven churches 
sound similar to churches I know of that exist today; and 2) which os those churches would I want to join? 

1) Our first church, Rev. 2: 1-7, was the church at Ephesus; and that was the church of Loveless Orthodoxy. Ephesus 
had great doctrine, but they had lost their devotion to Christ and that means they probably weren’t very loving to one 
another - because doctrine over emphasized ALWAYS results in love being under emphasized (see 1 Tim. 1:5); And 
to that church, Jesus threatened to take away their standing as a church;

2) The we had Smyrna, Rev. 2: 8-11. The church at Smyrna was the church of Impending Martyrdom - and there was 
a time of suffering that's just on the horizon; Smyrna was a church under extreme suffering - and the challenge to this 
church was to remain faithful in suffering. do you know of any churches like Smyrna in our day? How would you like 
to be a part of that church?

3) Then there was the church at Pergamos. The church at Pergamos, which we meet in Rev. 2: 1216, was the 
Indifferent Church - the church of Indiscriminate Tolerance  - the church that had compromised their witness to the 
gospel, for cultural expedience - any churches like this one today?

4) Fourth, we have the church at Thyatira, Rev. 2: 18-29. There church at Thyatira was the church of Tolerance - they 
were characterized by Idolatrous Compromise - and had given in to religious pluralism for the sake of economic 
stability. Would that be the church you would want to join? Are there any churches like Thyatira today? 

5) Next, we have the church at Sardis, Rev. 3: 1-6 - and this church could be described as her Dead Church - or as 
the Church of Inanimate Spirituality, having a for of godliness but denying it’s power - or as The Church of Inoffensive 
Compromise. The church at Sardis had set aside gospel distinctive in order to mirror success in the eyes of the world. 
Let’s be GREEN, and let’s take up the social causes of the era, and let’s be relevant to those around us. Want to join 
that church? Any churches like that today?

6) Our next church, which we have not studied yet, is the church at Philadelphia, Rev. 3” 7-13 - and that is the church 
of gospel faithfulness - the challenge facing these Philadelphian Christian was to maintain faithfulness to the good 
news of Jesus and to their witness - but this was in the face of significant opposition. We will see more about this 
church next week;

7) And finally, in Rev. 3: 14-22 we will meet, in a couple of weeks, the church at Laodicea - a church that we may label  
as lukewarm, or more to the point, the church of nauseating ineffectiveness. This final church was so ineffective, in 
fact, that Jesus threatened to vomit them out of HIs mouth. Would you want to be a part of that church? 
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That is a brief sketch of the first century church. Does that look like a Golden Age? No, it doesn’t look like a Golden 
Age of the Church because it wasn’t. There is a lesson in all of this for us today though. The lesson is simple. There 
has never been a Golden Age of the Church. And as a matter of fat, when we consider the state of the church at the 
end of the first century, compared to a church such as Corinth, which was established around the middle part of the 
first century, we learn several lessons:

1st, there is no golden age of the church;

2nd, problems facing the churches today are exactly the same as problems facing churches of the first century; 

3rd, regardless of the church one finds themselves in - in either the first century or now - Jesus Christ is still, the Lord 
of the church;

4th, what the Spirit said to the churches of the first century, He says to all churches of all times - both in regards to 
maintaining faithfulness to Christ in whatever age one finds themselves in - in our case, in the 21st century; and in 
regards to the rewards to those who overcome. And what are those rewards?

Notice 2: 7, 11, 17, 26; 3: 5, 12 and 21. 

These seven letters, written to seven real churches in Asia Minor, also represent the church in every age - and the 
promises give to them are given to us - so that we, like them, might run with patience the race set before us, and 
might fight the good fight of faith, so that we might stand before Christ on that great and glorious day, spotless, 
secure, in the presence of the King for all eternity.           
 

 


