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Last Tuesday we began to look together at the letter the Lord Jesus Christ sent to the Asia Minor church found in the 
city of Philadelphia - and instead of walking through the entire letter with you, as we have done for most of the seven 
letters of Revelation two and three, I chose to give an introduction to the letter and then take the time to consider a 
single verse - verse 7 - which is Jesus’s introduction to the Philadelphian Church. 

The reason I chose to focus on that one verse is because this introduction is the first one which is NOT based on a 
part of the vision of the risen Christ found in chapter one - and yet it is FILLED with meaning which fits the particular 
situation of this church. And so, I wanted to take the time to draw out the meaning of the three fold identifier Jesus 
used for Himself in the introduction to this letter. 

Verse seven has Jesus identifying Himself in a three fold way. We learn from verse seven that Jesus is:

     1) The one who is Holy and True - that is, Almighty God - the Sovereign Lord;

     2) He says of Himself that He is the one who has the key of David - meaning He is steward over David’s house, 
deciding who can access David’s house and who cannot  - and we saw how the use of the term ‘key of David’ is a 
reference to the Kingdom of God; 

     3) He is the one who opens and no one shuts, and who shuts and no one opens. 

What was it that caused Jesus to choose these particular designators for Himself? How do these particular identifiers 
bring encouragement to this particular church? You may remember how I said, as we began to study the seven 
letters, that in each of the letters, Jesus chose to identify Himself to the respective churches in a way that was very 
relevant and applicable to each church, in relation to who they were and what they were facing? And this is what is 
happening here.  

For the church in Philadelphia, all three of these identifiers were custom made in the same way the greetings were 
custom made for each of the other five churches we have considered thus far. Question is, what was taking place in 
Philadelphia, that made these designators relevant to the church of Jesus Christ that was found there?

Keep in mind, the church in this city - was not very large and prominent; and in fact, we might say that the church in 
Philadelphia was opposite to what we find in Sardis. The church in Sardis was an influential church and had a 
reputation - the Sardinian church was the church where EVERYTHING was happening - and it had a name that it was 
alive though it wasn’t. The Philadelphian church on the other hand, was:

1) not very influential; 
2) was small in numbers; 
3) was of little reputation.                

It would be safe to say, in fact, that this church was somewhat unknown. One wouldn’t find the church of Philadelphia 
highlighted in the Roman Times or the Philadelphia News Service. There wasn’t much that was note worthy about 
this church. Here was a church, according to v. 8 that wasn’t very strong. In addition, this church faced troubles and 
trials from strong opponents, sometime in the past. Verse 8b, in fact, suggests that at some definitive time in the past, 
this church had faced a situation where they were tempted to deny Christ’s name - either by turning away from Him or 
by watering down His message - and they had stood firm. But, being small and of little strength, the people in the 
church were discouraged. 

And so Jesus used the designators He used, first, to encourage this little church; and 2nd, to show them that He 
had them in His hand and that He had great reward for them, if they continued steadfast in their resolve to be true to 
his name. And it is interesting how He communicates this. Look at vv. 8-9:

In verses 8 and 9 Jesus moves on and into what we might call the “I know your works’ section - or put another way, 
Jesus moves from His introduction to His Penetrating Analysis or Evaluation. Now, this Penetrating Analysis is 
found in every letter (see 2:2, 9, 13, 19, 3: 1); and  in four of the first five letters, good works are listed, followed by 
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bad qualities. Only Smyrna is exempt from the negative qualities because they had none. The ‘I know’ section to 
Philadelphia is found here in verse 8 of this letter, with the “I know” appearing twice - BUT, interestingly, Jesus broke 
His usual pattern in the letter to the Philadelphian Christians. 

Usually, He makes the statement, “I know your works” and then lists the works of the church that He knows and 
which he is commending the church for. To the Philadelphian Church, however, He says, I know your Works - BUT 
instead of then listing THEIR works for HIM, He tells them of a work He will do FOR them. This is then followed by 
what they did in HIs name. That is followed by something else he will do for them; and that is followed, once again, 
with a reference to their works in His name (see vv.8-10). These verses have a structure:

     1) Jesus tells them what He knows - their works; then 

     2) He gives them a promise - I have set before you a door that no one can shut; then, 

     3) He highlights their works: You have but little power and yet, have not denied my name;

     4) He then gives another promise (v.9):

     5) He then commends them a second time (v.10a);

     6) He concludes with yet a third promise (v. 10b). 

What is the point of all this? There is one primary point to all this - that though they are small and weak, they have 
great favor in the eyes of the one person in all the universe who really counts - the risen, reigning Lord - and in Him 
they are and will be victorious; and this one main idea comes from three directions.

     1st, Jesus is encouraging these besieged and yet faithful Christians in this small, somewhat weak in the eyes of 
the world church, that HE will make sure that their witness to Him is effective, bears fruit, and will be unstoppable, 
BECAUSE they have been faithful to Him (that is the point of vv. 8a, and 10b); 

     2nd, He ensures that through their witness, some of those who have opposed them - will come and bow down at 
their feet (v.9) - meaning, they will be converted to faith in Christ;

     3rd, He shows these Christians and us that they - the church - are a part of the true Israel, are the heirs of the 
promises given in the OT to Israel, and will inherit the promises given in the OT to Israel. 

All this is bound up in verses 8 to 10 in this letter to the church at Philadelphia. Let me explain how we get all this 
from these verses:

Re the 1st assertion, that HE will make sure that their witness to Him is effective, bears fruit, and will be 
unstoppable, BECAUSE they have been faithful to Him - this is clear from the analogy Jesus uses about an open 
door that no one can shut. 

The phrase ‘open door’ is used in the NT to the opportunity to preach the gospel and bear witness to Christ and Him 
crucified and raised - in other words, to preach the gospel. (see Acts 14: 27; 1 Cor. 16:9; 2 Cor. 2:12; Col. 4:3); and so 
the first promise Jesus gives to this church which was known for her Gospel faithfulness was a promise for further 
fruit through their faithfulness. These Christians had been faithful in a little though they were weak - and Jesus was 
going to bless their faithfulness with an open door for gospel ministry that could not be shut by adversaries.

Re the 2nd assertion, that through their witness those who have opposed them from the synagogue of Satan - Jews 
who Jesus says weren’t REALLY Jews - we have Jesus taking OT prophetic promises given to Israel and applying 
them to this church of Philadelphia - and the statement that they will “come a bow down at your feet” is a collective 
application of several OT promises taken together by Jesus in this letter. (see Isa. 45:14; 49:23; 60: 14). 



Philadelphia and Gospel Faithfulness
part 2

Rev. 3: 7-13
09.27.16

mdb

And this leads us to the third way in which Jesus makes His big idea come alive to these Christians and this church. 
He shows these Christians that they are a part of there true Israel while ethnic Jews are not. How does he do this?

Did you notice the phrase, “I will make them to know that I have loved you”? This is a reference to OT prophetic 
passages such as Isa. 43: 4 and the LXX translation of 41:8; 44:2; 60:10; 63:9 - passages which apply to the final 
triumph of Israel over their enemies but which Jesus applies to the church. 

What is happening here, with these references from OT scriptures applied to the church, is that Jesus is 
REVERSING the OT event by saying the Jews will bow down to the church - because the church is True Israel.

What this means is NOT that the church replaces Israel. What this does mean is that True Israel is the Israel which 
has embraced her Messiah - the Jewish church, which believing Gentiles are grafted into. Or put another way, the 
CHURCH is Israel fully blossomed.

Here is the principle: Embrace Christ, become a member of the true Israel - reject Christ, apostatize from Israel. This 
is what Paul wrote of in Romans 11; historically, the lamp stand was a primary symbol of Israel - and yet, in the 
Revelation, it is the CHURCH that is now referred to as Lamp stands.  

When we understand this we can then understand why Jesus uses the words he used in 2: 9 and 3: 9. These verses  
show us Jesus’s attitude toward unbelieving Jews. This vitriolic statement is directed to ethnic Jews who rejected 
BOTH Jesus as Messiah AND His church/people. There is no doubt about this. And understanding these things, we 
can also grasp the impact this Penetrating Evaluation would have had on this small church.

Here was a church whose power was small - resisted by a people who had, for centuries, had a monopoly on God - 
and these people were persecutors of this little group of Believers. And under such great pressure from these Jews 
who were against them and the gospel - the LORD of the universe tells them - YOU are now my covenant people - 
YOU along with MY apostles and prophets - are the true Israel - so take heart - I AM with YOU and they WILL bow 
down to YOU, who are my new covenant people.

Jesus does here what he said toward His inner circle disciples in the upper room discourse before he was crucified 
(see John 15:26-16:4); Only His audience here is a church in the Asia Minor city of Philadelphia. 

OK, we have covered the Relevant introduction as well as the I Know Your Works statement - the Penetrating 
Analysis - or Evaluation; and this is followed by a Strong Exhortation in vv. 11 - and the meaning is clear. 

On the one hand, a person cannot loose their crown - but, they can forfeit it, as Esau did to Jacob, as Reuben did to 
Judah, as Saul did to David, as warns in other places (see Mt. 10:22; 24:13; Col. 1:21-23; 2 Pet.2:21-22). 

And the letter closes with a three fold promise (vv.12). He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the 
churches. Amen.
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BUT, the church of Philadelphia was a church that was known and had a strong reputation for having one primary 
quality that was of great value to the one person who counts over ALL others . Here was a church that was known 
for it’s Gospel Faithfulness - and this was why Jesus used the designators He used in his introduction to this church. 
known to the one person over all others who counts - the Lord Jesus Christ Himself.

BUT, the church of Philadelphia was known and had a strong reputation to the one person who counts over ALL 
others - here was a church that was known to Christ - as the Church of Gospel Faithfulness - this is what the church 
was commended for in v. 8 of our chapter - and it was on this backdrop that Christ Jesus used the designators for 
Himself that He used. And what an encouragement those designators must have been. That is the introduction that 
was relevant to this church.


