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In the time of John the Apostle, there were two major imperial trade routes running through Phrygia - one which ran 
east from Ephesus and the Aegean coast following the Meander River and then on to the Anatolian Plain, and 
another which ran from the provincial capital at Pergamum south to the Mediterranean - and five of the seven cities of 
Revelation chapters two and three - Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia and Laodicea - lay along this second 
trade route. Laodicea’s sister cities were Hieropolis and Colossae - and Colossae was close enough - only ten miles 
up the Lycus River - that Paul wrote a circular letter to both the Colossian and Laodicean churches with the 
instruction that they were to read their own letters and then have their letter read in their sister church (see Co. 4: 16). 
We have the letter of Paul to the church at Colossae - but the letter to the Laodiceans was lost.

Laodicea was founded sometime in the middle of the 3rd century B.C. and by the time of the Romans had become an 
exceedingly wealthy city - the cities wealth had come from a couple of sources. Because the city was located close to 
the Lycus River, the ground was very fertile and provided good grazing for sheep - and through careful breeding, the 
Laodicean sheep ranchers were able to produce a black, glossy, soft wool which was much in demand and which 
made the region famous. 

Trade in wool, along with a robust agricultural and commercial industry brought much wealth into the city - so much 
so that when, in AD 60 there was a huge earthquake which devastated the city, Laodicean was re-built, not with 
moneys received from outside investors or from Rome but rather, by using funds from the city treasury. Re this, 
Tacitus wrote, “Laodicea arose from the ruins by the strength of her own resources, and with no help from us”. 

Further, Laodicean was known for a medical school located there which was to Laodicea what Stanford Hospital is to 
Palo Alto, California or UCSF Medical Center is to SF. The doctors of this medical center were famous for their 
method of treatment and for certain medicines produced - one of which was an eye salve that became famous - 
made from Phrygian Powder mixed with oil. An ointment for the ears made from spiced nard also sourced from these 
doctors. 

The city did have a weakness, however. Because the city was been built taking the road system into consideration 
without considering the availability of natural resources, Laodicea suffered from an inadequate water supply. One of 
Laodicea’s sister cities, Hieropolis, six miles to the north, was known for it’s hot, sulphur rich medicinal waters; and 
Laodicea’s other sister city, Colossae, was known for it’s very cold, pure, spring water. Laodicea, on the other hand, 
had to be pipe water in via a complex system of stone pipes which were close to three feet across and hollowed out; 
and the nearest water source was six miles away to the south, from the springs of nearby Denizli - and so, by the 
time water arrived in Laodicea it was lukewarm at best. 

In the midst of this cities great wealth, it’s wool industry and it’s medical  complex there was a church. How did the 
church come to be and who founded it? There is no evidence that Paul ever went there, but the church at Laodicea 
was most likely established during Paul’s third missionary journey (Acts 19: 10ff), perhaps by Epaphras (Col. 4: 12). 
Also, Paul wrote a letter to Laodicea (4: 16) and requested the letter be read at the church in Colassae, in the same 
way his letter to the church at Colossae was to be read in the church at Laodicean - so these two churches must 
have been relationally close to one another - perhaps they were like sister churches. 

What was this church like? The church was i a similar situation to that of the church at Ephesus, in that it was in 
danger from Jesus, of severe discipline; and so it is safe to say that the churches of Ephesus and of Laodicean stand 
parallel to each other for their failures - their lack of faithfulness - in the same way the churches of Smyrna and 
Philadelphia parallel each other in terms of their faithfulness in witness to Jesus as King. Laodicea was worse off than 
Ephesus however. 

The angel of the church in Ephesus was threatened by Jesus that he would loose his lamp stand IF he and they did 
to repent - but, they had qualities that Jesus commended, and so they were not all bad. Laodicea, however, was in 
such dire straights as to be threatened with total rejection. And so Jesus writes to this church in hopes of seeing 
someone in the midst of this church repent zealously so that He could and would being blessing to the church once 
again. 

If you were Jesus, then, and you were writing to a church that was on the brink of being cast out totally, what would 
you write and how wold you approach their situation, so as to try and win them back? I suspect you would write your 
letter in such a way so as to encourage on the one hand while warning and wooing on the other - and this is what 
Jesus did toward this church that was so far gone so as to be in danger of being rejected outright. Notice how he did 
this. 
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I. Jesus’ opens the letter to the angel of the church of Laodicea by identifying Himself as “the Amen, the faithful 
and true witness, the beginning of the creation of God”; and each of these identifiers paint a vivid picture of who, 
exactly it is, who is addressing this church. What do these identifiers mean? 

     a) “Amen”  is a word people may exclaim when they want to give hearty approval to something; or it can mean ‘so 
be it’; but generally, it is an interjection associated with the Hebrew words for truth and dependability - this is how 
Jesus uses the word here. He is The Amen - the true and dependable one. This identifier is followed by Jesus 
declaring Himself to be:

     b) “The true and faithful witness” - which says the same thing that the word “Amen’ signifies; so, why does He link 
these two statements together? 

What Jesus does is contrast a personal quality possessed by Him with a quality possessed by the church at 
Laodicea. And here’s the contrast: By identifying Himself as the Amen, The Faithful and True Witness, He is asserting 
the fact that HE is absolutely trustworthy in what He affirms as over against the unfaithfulness of the Laodicean 
church and their witness to Him - for they were a church that was proving itself to be untrustworthy. And this idea is 
emphasized by linking Amen, with Faithful and True Witness. 

Why would Jesus identify Himself like this to this church? As we shall see in a moment, the Laodicean church had 
been unfaithful - and so, over against this, Jesus emphasizes that He Himself is the opposite - He is absolutely 
faithful - and He is faithful and true, the Amen, even if his church is not faithful and not true to Him. Put another way, 
Jesus abides faithful and true - BECAUSE He is this, NOT because He is the when we are this and he ceases to e 
this if we cease to be this. Do you follow? 

Now, this idea is reflected in a passage Paul wrote to Timothy in 2 Timothy 2: 11. Listen to those verses. 
Paul writes. . . .”  And so what we have is an opening statement, to a church that was unfaithful - not trustworthy, of 
the faithfulness of trustworthiness of Christ. And this is who Christ is, even if this is NOT who the church at Laodicea 
is. 

What a beautiful picture this is for us even today in the 21st century, Have you ever had times in your life with 
Christ when you weren’t faithful? Perhaps you never have, but I have had times when I was less than faithful. And 
what this introduction says to me is that my unfaithfulness does NOT negate His faithfulness - and as we see how he 
addresses this church, even in light of their unfaithfulness, we gain a glimpse of how Jesus looks at us, during times 
of unfaithfulness; and it also gives us insight into how he views churches today who are not faithful, but still go by the 
name of church. And this, friends, should give us great hope, for those churches, and for ourselves if we fall into 
unfaithfulness to the Lord. Peter experienced the very ting that Jesus holds out to the church at Laodicean when he 
denied Christ three times - but was fully restored. 

These titles are linked with one other identifier.Jesus also calls himself:
  
     c) The beginning of the creation of God - which reflects Paul’s view of Christ in Colossians 1: 15ff, that Jesus is 
the ‘image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation” - and this is there foundation from which he can claim that 
He is the Amen, the Faithful and True witness. 

II. Once Jesus identifies Himself as the Amen, the faithful and the true witness, He then continues his letter by 
declaring, I Know Your Works. . .” He brings a faithful and true witness to the church at Laodicea and the witness is 
first, negative and then positive. 

Listen again to His negative witness against this church (v. 15-17). He tells them the truth about themselves; and 
that is what Jesus reveals to us, too.

Now listen to HIs positive witness (vv. 18). He tells them the truth about their need and how to remedy it. What are 
they to repent of? They are to repent of their complacency - their lack of zeal - their false sense of personal security - 
their pseudo-wealth and spirituality; and they are to do so in order to gain true wealth - His favor and His fellowship. 
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How does a person or a church go about repenting of complacency, lack of zeal, false security and pseudo-
wealth and spirituality? Again look at v. 18 - for this is a usage of language that appears elsewhere in scripture - the 
use of figurative language to communicate spiritual lessons (see Isa. 55: 1-3; Rev. 22: 17). This is an invitation to 
seek God, for that which is true wealth - He Himself - and to seek Him to give power and ability to walk in His ways 
and keep His rules.  

Do you think Jesus’s reproof is retributive? Vindictive? Or is it designed to be restorative? It is designed to be 
restorative - and we know this from verse 19 - where he tells this church that He is reproving them because He loves 
them - and so it is, with all of us.     

After Jesus gave His negative and His positive witness to this church, he extends an invitation to anyone who will 
hear His invite and respond - and this is what we have in v. 20. Verse 20 is one of those verses in the NT that is often 
misapplied because it is taken out of context. Listen to the verse:

This verse is misapplied in evangelism when someone tells someone else, Listen, Jesus is standing outside the door 
of your heart and knocking - and it is up to you to let Him in; and so accept Jesus by faith and ask Him to come ito 
your heart. In other words, if you want to gain salvation, ask Jesus into your heart and he will come in and fellowship 
with you. How many of you know this verse in this way? 

That is actually a wrong application of the verse. It is first of all, because people don;t come to know God by 
having Jesus come into their heart - people come to know God by having Jesus, by the Holy Spirit, create in them a 
NEW heart. 

Secondly, in context, Jesus is knocking on the door, not of someone’s heart, but on the door to the church at 
Laodicea - and he is knocking so that if even one member of that church, or if even just the angel of the church, hears 
his reproof and opens to Him, He will come in and eat - that is, fellowship with - him. Notice, the words are ‘come in to 
him and dine with him’; NOT come INTO Him - like he is coming inside a persons being. 

Taken in context then, this is a promise that gives great hope to this church at Laodicea as well as to any church 
that is unfaithful. And here is the hope - that it only takes ONE person, to turn from unfaithfulness, untruth, and open 
to Jesus, for Jesus to then re-enter a church and begin to bring restoration to that congregation.

And finally, this letter closes with the familiar words, To him who overcomes, I will grant to sit with me on my throne, 
as I also overcame and sat down with my Father on His throne. He who has an ear, let him hear what the spirit says 
to the churches”. 

Did anyone take Jesus up on His offer? Was there anyone in the church at Laodicea who heard and opened? 
Perhaps there was. We know from history, for example, that: 

This church survived the persecutions of the 1st through the 3rd centuries, for between the close of the First Council 
of Nicea which was held in AD 325 and the Council of Constantinople which was held in AD 381 there was a synod 
held in Laodicea for the purpose of determining certain church matters - and that synod was held around AD 363, or 
perhaps AD 365. What were some of the matters decided upon in that synod?

We also know that there were delegates from the church of Laodicea who were present at the Council of Chalcedon 
which was held in AD 451 and that they and the city were called Trimataria - which is a reference to the trimata - 
tunics woven from the black wool Laodicea was know for. 

And so, what lesson is there in these things? In addition to the lessons I have focused on earlier, a final lesson is this 
- that whether in this church or in a church that is totally unfaithful to Christ, Jesus loves that church - and if even one 
person opens to Him, great things can take place again through that church - over time, as more and more people 
return to faithfulness to Christ the faithful one. 

Amen  


