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Thus far, we have covered Revelation chapters one thru three in 24 messages, with tonight being message number 
25 - and what this means is, we have covered a LOT of material in our study thus far; and what that means is that 
much of the material we have covered which may not be fresh on our minds. Despite this, however, I ask you to think 
back to our second evening together - because there is an idea, which I covered in our second lesson, that I want to 
remind us of.  

As we learned on the second evening of our study, the book before us is named, the Revelation of Jesus Christ.  
Do any of you remember why I said that this is the name of the book? If not, let me refresh your memory. I showed, 
on the second evening of our study together, that the book before us is named the Revelation of Jesus Christ for a 
couple of reasons. First, we see in chapter one verse one that the writing contained in this book is itself, a 
Revelation which was given by God the Father, to Jesus Christ, to show His servants - His people - and we saw 
that the focus of the Revelation that Jesus gave dealt with ‘the things that must soon take place” (1:1) - that is, the 
content of the book would deal with events that would either take place or begin to take place in the near future, in 
relation to those who received this book. 

And this means that at minimum, the focus of this book was NOT on events that lay thousands of years future to the 
early church. IN some form or fashion, the events revealed in Revelation would take place in the life time of the 
recipients, in whole or in part. Now obviously, 2,000 years have passed since the book was written - but this does not 
change the fact that the focus of the book was on events that must SOON take place. As I said before (and if I 
haven’t said this, now is a good time), the best way to understand this phrase is to see it as referring to events that 
would begin soon after the Revelation was given - but which would continue as long as this age continued. There is a 
second reason the book bears this name, however. 

The second reason this book bears this name is because this book also reveals important information to the reader 
and the hearer ABOUT the person of Jesus Christ, and about the outworking of HIs plan, the ultimate defeat of the 
evil world empire - which was initially spoken of in the OT in books such as Daniel, and Isaiah and Ezekiel and 
Jeremiah - and which will be completed by Christ Himself. And so, what do we have in this book, The Revelation of 
Jesus Christ? 

1st, we have a message that Jesus Christ gave Himself, to His people - the church; and

2nd, we have in this message, detail about the Christ who gave the message and about His ultimate victory over sin, 
death, the devil and the evil wold empire. 

Now, as we examine this book we gain glimpses of Jesus Christ - some of which are quite graphic - and these come 
in the form of visions - visions of Christ - or descriptions. 

The first vision of Christ - or I could say, the first graphic description of Christ, is found in chapter one and verses 
12-16. Do you remember the vision? Let’s read it together. And so, chapter one contains a graphic description of the 
risen, reigning Christ - albeit in apocalyptic language.

Following this description of Christ, we came to chapters two and three, and in these two chapters we have a second 
description of Jesus Christ. Did you pick up on this second description? This second description doesn’t come to 
us in the same way the first vision came. In the first vision, we have the characteristics of the glorified Christ 
described by John, and John’s description - which appears in four verses together - give us a description without 
interruption.

The second description we have of the glorified Christ is given by Christ Himself, and it comes in seven parts, 
separated from each other by letters to churches - but when we put these seven descriptors of Christ together we see 
Christ from another perspective, somewhat like we see a person first looking straight at them from the front, and then 
walking around them we see them from each side and from the rear - and from each angle we gain a different 
perspective.

This second description of Christ is found in Rev. 2: 1, 8, 12, 18; 3: 1, 7 and 14. When we put these seven 
descriptors together, here is what we learn of Jesus Christ. Jesus Christ - the Christ many of us trust - the Jesus 
Christ who lived, who died and is now alive - our Lord, our Savior, Our King, is someone who:
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1) He Holds the churches and the spokesmen for the churches in His hand. Further, He is:
2) The First and the Last (Alpha and Omega);
3) Has a sharp, two edged sword;
4) Has eyes like a flame of fire and feet like burnished brass;
5) Hs the seven fold spirit and the seven stars;
6) Is the Holy One, there True One and has the key to the house of David;
7) And is the Amen, the Faithful and True Witness, and the beginning of God’s creation 

1) Notice again how Jesus identified Himself to the church at Ephesus. The risen Christ identified Himself by telling 
the angel of this church that the content of this letter is: “The words of him who holds the seven stars in His hand” 
and “who walks in the midst of the seven golden lamp stands”. 

Who is Jesus according to this? Jesus Christ is the person who is holding those who represent churches IN HIS 
HAND; further, He is the unseen person who is walking around in the midst of His churches. Can you see Him? NO; 
Can you feel Him? NO; Can you smell Him? NO; Can you hear Him? Not with your ears - BUT, one can hear Him in 
one’s heart; Can you receive Him? Yes, for those who walk close to Him, He can be perceived - in the midst of His 
church.  

2) In the vision John saw of Jesus in chapter one, Jesus said of Himself that he was the first and the last, and the 
living one, who died, and who was alive for evermore. In Rev. 2: 8 he says of himself something similar. He says of 
himself that He is the first and the last, who died and came back to life”.  WHY did Jesus choose this title for 
Himself as he wrote to this particular church - and what does it mean to us? 

Answer: Since the church at Smyrna - was about to be in tribulation, was being persecuted and would be persecuted 
in the near future, Jesus identified Himself to them with two descriptors designed to assure these besieged 
Christians, undergird the faith of these besieged Christians and encourage them to hold fast their faith, even if it 
meant being faithful to death. 

Jesus identified Himself to them by referring to Himself as ‘the first and the last’ which is an identifier for the God 
who is ruling - who is sovereign - who is in control of all things. And the implication is clear and that is this, that 
no matter what may happen to a Christian, or to a church - Christ Jesus is, yet, in control. 

3) He identifies himself as ‘Him who has the sharp two edged sword in his mouth’. The idea of Jesus wielding a 
verbal sword against His enemies is terrifying - because God works through HIs words - and performs acts of power. 
When E.F. Hutton used to speak, people listened, the saying went. BUT when Jesus the Son of God speaks, the wind 
and waves obey Him, the dead are raised, disease departs, lepers are cured, sin is cleansed and forgiven - AND, 
enemies die, physically and for ever. 

4) The Words of the Son of God, who has eyes like a flame of fire and whose feet are like burnished brass. What 
does this say of Christ Jesus? As the Son of God He exercises God’s will - as one whose eyes are described as 
flames of fire, a couple of points are being made. This phrase is used, first of all, to denote fierceness against 
adversaries (see Daniel 10: 6 and Rev. 19: 12). 

BUT, this same expression is used of great - superior - surpassing intelligence - and this is how the phrase is sued 
here. It is used in relation to what Jesus goes on to say to the Christians at Thyatira in v. 23 when he said to the angel 
of that church, “I am he who searches mind and heart, and I will give to each one according to His deeds (see 
Jeremiah. 17: 10). 

Re feet like burnished brass - purity is in view - and so we have one who is pure to the uttermost, walking around in 
the midst of the churches, fully aware of the moral sate of congregations and individuals - in other words, he knows 
our public, our private and our secret lives - and also deals with disparities that He sees, in His churches. 

5) The words of Him who has the seven spirits and the seven stars is the fifth descriptor of Christ - and tells us that 
the Spirit is in the churches through Him and He holds coNtrol over the seven angels of the churches. The reason we 
say He has ‘control over’ is due to the analogy - we have control over something when it is in our hand.  
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6) The sixth descriptor is that Christ is “the holy one, the true one” or, as other versions translate the same 
phrase, these are the words of “He who is holy and true” - and by taking this descriptors to Himself, Jesus identifies 
Himself directly with God in two different directions - forward and backward. What do I mean by this? 

If we look backward into the OT, we will observe that in the OT era it was ALWAYS God who is the one said to be the 
“Holy One” - so in places in the OT God is identified as the Holy One of Israel. In His letter to the church at 
Philadelphia, Jesus ads to that title “the True One’ - and the use here is more along the lines of the FAITHFUL One - 
that is, Jesus is reliable, faithful, trustworthy, one who can always be counted upon to be true to His covenants and to 
His promises. 

If we look forward, to Revelation chapter 6 and verse eleven we see that this very same language - these exact 
words - are used to speak of God - named in the ESV, “Sovereign Lord”. Listen to the verse. These same words, Holy 
and True, are used of the Sovereign Lord - and by taking this title to Himself, Jesus in effect declares “ The person 
writing to you, Philadelphian Christians - Philadelphian Church - is MESSIAH - God the Lord! WHO is the letter from? 
The Sovereign Lord - Jesus Christ!

Next, the writer tells these Christians in Philadelphia that he ‘has the key of David’. What is this about? Do you 
remember me saying to you early on in our study that the key to understand the Revelation is to grasp OT concepts, 
phrases and images? Here is an example of what I mentioned. 

In a kings kingdom, there was always a steward and the steward had the keys to the kings house - to his dwelling, his 
estate, his house and grounds. This gave the steward authority to determine who could enter the kings palace and 
grounds and who would be barred from entering. During the reign of King Hezekiah, there was a steward - a man 
named Shebna - who served over King Hezekiah’s household, but who was unfaithful. Now, this Shebna was to be 
replaced - and he would be replaced by a man named Eliakim, the son of Hilkiah. Notice what is told to Eliakim, in 
Isa. 22: 20-22. Did you notice the parallel with Revelation 3: 7? 

The descriptor Jesus uses for Himself as he dictated the letter to the angel of the church of Philadelphia is from Isa. 
22: 22 - only He uses that descriptor about Himself. And by using this descriptor about Himself he is communicating 
that it is HE who decides who is allowed access to the Kings House and who is disallowed - and who is the King? He 
is the king. He is the king of the kingdom of God - which is now synonymous with the House of David

And finally, by using the phrase, ‘. . .who opens and no one shuts and who shuts and no one opens” He is telling the 
church at Philadelphia and us, that if anyone wants to gain access into the kingdom of God - into the house of 
David - into the New Jerusalem - that person MUST come through Him - for He and he alone has the power to 
open the doors to the kingdom to you - and He and He alone has the power to shut you out! 

7) And finally, Jesus is He who is “the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the beginning of the creation of God”; and 
each of these identifiers paint a vivid picture of who, exactly it is, who is addressing this church. What do these 
identifiers mean? 

     a) “Amen”  is a word people may exclaim when they want to give hearty approval to something; or it can mean ‘so 
be it’; but generally, it is an interjection associated with the Hebrew words for truth and dependability - this is how 
Jesus uses the word here. He is The Amen - the true and dependable one. This identifier is followed by Jesus 
declaring Himself to be:

     b) “The true and faithful witness” - which says the same thing that the word “Amen’ signifies; so, why does He link 
these two statements together? 

These are two different visions of or descriptions of Jesus Christ, post-resurrection and ascension, that are found in 
the first three chapters of the Revelation - because one of the purposes of the Revelation is to reveal not only the 
message Jesus Christ gave to His servants and the churches but also to describe Christ Jesus Himself. There is a 
third vision - a third picture of Christ, that comes immediately following the description of Him that we have in the 
letters to the seven churches of Asia Minor.



A Second Vision of the Risen Christ
Rev. 2 and 3

10.18.16
mdb

This vision of Christ comes in chapter 5 verses 1-7. Look there. In this vision of Christ, which we will cover in some

detail in a few weeks, Christ is described using two titles taken from the OT ands a description that has it’s roots both 
in the OT and the NT. Notice what verses 5 to 6 reveal. Here, Christ is described as:

     1) The Lion of there Tribe of Judah (v.5);

     2) The Root of David (v. 5);

     3) A Lamb standing with seven horns and seven eyes (v. 6) 

Do you see the contrast? Jesus Christ is at the same tie a Lion - and a Lamb - He is the one, because he is the way 
of salvation and He is the other, because He is the king and a terror to His enemies. More on that, when we get into 
chapter four and five. 

And so, we have in the Revelation both a message from Christ to His servants, the church; and multiple descriptions 
of Jesus Christ. Why is it important to emphasize this second aspect of the Revelation? It is important because the 
result of all our studies - the result of accumulating knowledge about God should always be, that we come to know 
Christ better and better - deeper and deeper - with more and more understanding - that we might raise to Him 
adoration and praise, and give to Him full trust, loyalty and allegiance - and the King, the Lord of Hosts. 

I emphasize this for this for that reason. You see, in the end, when all is said and done, the purpose of the scriptures 
in whole or in part is to IMPART a knowledge to us of one person - and that person is Christ.

It was Christ Himself who told the Pharisees one day while he was on earth, “You search the scriptures, for in them 
you think you have eternal life. BUT, these are they which testify of Me”. . .this is the end of why we have the 
scriptures, that we might know Christ!

Paul in writing to the Philippian church said a similar thing when He wrote, in chapter 3: 8, “Indeed, I count all things 
as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord”; And he later went on to write verses 8b to 
11. . .that I might know HIM and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings!!

Make it your aim, especially as we move out of the seven letters to the seven churches and into the visions of 
chapters 4 to 20, to grow - not just in the knowledge of this book but i the knowledge of He who gave this book to 
John to give to us. Those who grow to know Him the best in this life will be the least embarrassed in the next, when 
we meet Him face to face - but those who know Him the least in this life will be most ashamed to meet Him in the 
next.

To the first group, we will meet Him as a friend - but to the second, as nearly a stranger. 

May He grant each one of us to know Him as deeply as possible in this life, lest we be ashamed in the next.

Amen

 


