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When we were together last Tuesday I tired to give you an introduction to the visions that are found in Revelation 
chapter 4 all the way to the end of the book and so tonight we are going to begin our trip through these visions. So to 
start, let’s read chapter 4 and chapter 5 together, because those two chapters form a unit. As I read, I want you to 
follow along and I want you to try and notice a couple of characteristics about these two chapters. 

     First, and this is the easy part, try and count the number of times the word “throne” appears in these two chapters 
- and if possible, mark the word each time it appears;

     Second, and this will be a bit more difficult - notice verses or phrases that you suspect are taken from Daniel 
chapter 7 or to another place in Daniel. Sound good? Follow with me as I read. . . .

The vision, which we just read from Revelation chapters 4 and 5, is filled with images, is it not? And the obvious 
question is, what are these images portraying and what is this vision about? To begin to answer this question, let me 
ask you a question - Have you ever had a door slammed in your face - or had a door that was once open to you, 
closed to you so that you couldn’t go through that door any more? 

I have had doors close to me which were never open to me again - if I use the word ‘door’ in a figurative sense, For 
example, when I was in Junior and Senior High School, I used to work with my grandfather, who was a contractor 
building custom homes, every summer. My cousins and I would work with our grandfather from the time school was 
out each spring - all the way until the last week of August, right before school started up again in the fall. And working 
with him summer after summer after summer was an opportunity in and of itself.

But, because he was our grandfather and we were his grandsons, we were also provided and opportunity that other 
boys didn’t have and that was the opportunity to continue working for him after we graduated High School. My 
grandfather was a private contractor and he generally worked alone. Despite this however, he would have made an 
exception for any of us grandsons who wanted to continue to work for him after we finished school. And what that 
meant was that if any of us desired to learn completely the carpentry trade, he would have taught us all he knew. 

I was the first to graduate High School - but I chose not to continue to work for my grandfather and instead I joined 
the Marine Corp. A few years later my first, first cousin graduated high school, and he chose to work with my 
grandfather for a little while - but ultimately, he left the area and one to college and continued in college until he 
graduated. And finally, my second first cousin chose to work with our grandfather after high school - and did so for a 
long enough time that he learned more from him than I or his brother learned. 

Eventually, I completed my time in the Corp, and went back home - and at that time, I was ready to go to work for my 
grandfather - and he was open to me coming to work with him in principle. There was only one problem. When I 
completed high school, he was contracting and had control over who did and din’t work for him. But after I got out of 
the military, his situation had changed. He had gotten older (as I had) and as a result was working on someone else 
large ranch doing maintenance - and he couldn’t have me work for him. 

When I completed high school, there was a wide open door for me to learn the construction trade from my 
grandfather - but by the time I got out of the military, that door had closed - and due to circumstances, the door would 
never open for me again. I remember being a bit frustrated at that - but there was nothing I could do about it - and I 
am sure if you have ever had a door closed to you, you experienced some frustration about it too, to a greater or 
lesser extent. Because often, when a door is open for us and we choose not to enter that door at the time, the door 
doesn’t open for us again. Sometimes it does, but more often than not, it doesn’t.

Now, the story of God, and man and redemption is, in some ways, the story of an open door that closed - but in the 
case of mankind and the door that closed, the same door opened again. And this is what we have as we enter 
Revelation chapter’s 4 and 5 and we see the content of the vision continued there. To grasp this, however, we ave to 
rewind first, to a time when the door I am speaking of was open - and to get to that point, we have to go all the way 
back to Genesis chapters 1, 2 and 3. Do you remember what those chapters are about? 

Genesis chapters 1 and 2 are about the creation of the universe and the world, and the creation of everything on the 
earth including the first man - Adam - and the first woman - Eve. And from creation, there was a door that stood open 
for them, and they lived their lives in relation to that open door. What was the ‘door’ I am speaking of? The ‘door’ I am 
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speaking of - the opportunity that was theirs from the time they were created and given life, was that they had 
uninterrupted access to the living God. They were able to walk with Him, and talk with Him and they lived very close 
to Him. And their relationship with Him was unhindered. They lived life in harmony with God - and they were alive due 
to their connection with God - because what is life but to know, GOD? And we see this in Genesis chapter two. 

When we arrive in chapter three however, something happened that results in a door closing in Adam and Eve’s face. 
Do you remember what I might be referring to? I’m referring to Adam and Eve’s fall into sin generally - but more 
particularly, I am referring to one event from that story, that constitutes the closing of a door on them that took place 
after they fell. 

Prior to Adam and Eve falling into sin, they had constant, unbroken, unhindered, uninterrupted access to God - and 
what this means is they walked in the very presence of God. And there was no reason for them not to - for they had 
nothing between them and God to hinder them from doing so. Then sin came - but still, they found themselves in the 
presence of God. Notice Genesis 3: 8-13. That scene is one where God and Adam and Eve are communicating 
together in the Garden. They are out of harmony - but they are still together - and they are still taking together despite 
that fact that sin had entered Adam and Eve’s life. As yet, the ‘door’ stood open. 

After God interrogated Adam and Eve and told them of the consequences of their sin, however, God did one other 
thing in relation to their sin. God CLOSED a door - Genesis 3: 22-24 - and with the closing of that door, immediate, 
personal, face to face access to God by Adam and Eve, and by extension, by all people, was closed. The door was 
closed - and no-one could open it - accept God. Do you follow?

Now, as we move through scripture, we see God coming through the door to man, a multitude of times. For example, 
we have God going through the door and connecting with Enoch, and with Noah, and with Abraham, and with Isaac, 
and with Jacob, and with Joseph - and we have a priest of the most high God, Melchizzedec -  and then we have 
Moses and we have Aaron and we have the Tent of Meeting that God came down and filled - and we have Joshua 
and the Divine Captain - and we have David and Solomon and we have the prophets - and each time, God came 
down - in other words, He came through the door to US - and sometimes that very language is used. Examples: 

1) The Lord and Abraham when they were discussing Sodom and Gomorrah;

2) Moses at the Burning;

3) And finally, we have Jesus the Christ, who came down from the heavens and was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and 
the Virgin Mary and became man - but again, it was God who came down - and that was the historic pattern;

4) But, from the time of the banishment of Adam and Eve from the Garden, to keep Adam and Eve from the tree of life 
we don’t see people going back, or UP through the door to God. Why? Because the door to God from then, was 
closed. Did you notice I said, WAS? 

Now. look at Revelation 4: 1-2 again - did you notice what was said, to John? John heard a voice and the voice said, 
Come up here”. . .did you notice the direction of travel? And do you remember where John went, after he went up 
there? 

The direction of travel was from earth - where John was - into heaven (v.1) - and the place he found Himself was the 
very place that Adam and Eve had been put out from - the very presence of God. Now, there are some differences for 
sure. Adam and Eve were with God physically while John is in the Spirit (v.2); and Adam and Eve were in the 
presence of God in the Garden of Eden and John is in the “throne room of God” in the Spirit. But, the way John is in 
God’s presence and the place God is, is not so important but rather, who John is with - God - the Triune God - where 
God dwells (in a figure). 

Up until Christ came, lived, died, rose, ascended, was seated, there was a door that was closed to humans, that had 
been closed from the time our first parents were banished from Eden - and that door was the door into the ver 
presence of God. But what we have in Revelation chapter 4 is a vision, given to John in the Spirit - and the key truth it 
communicates is that the door into God’s real presence, though closed for millennia, was once again OPEN. And 
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because it is open - people can once again come into the presence of the living God - a privilege once lost by Adam, 
but now re-established by Christ. 

This is the first message behind Rev. 4: 1-2 - based on the picture these verses - that through Jesus Christ, the door 
into God’s very presence, once closed, has now been re-opened forever. You see, Christ is the door - He is the way 
into God’s presence - for it is He who opens heaven so that we may come into the presence of God. And he showed 
this to his disciples in several ways when He was on earth. Let me show you a three examples:

1) John 1: 49-51 cp/w Gen. 28:10-15 - Jesus is the ladder that people ascend on to access the Father;

2) John 10: 7 - Jesus is the door;

3) Mark 1: 9-11: Jesus’s baptism. Mark uses an interesting Greek word to signify that the heavens were open - 
schizomenous - the word means “to tear open, rip open”. That is why translators translate like they did - the 
heavens ‘being torn open and the Spirit descending”. Why this imagery? Because through Christ the door to God 
is opened.   

Truthfully, the Spirit could have descended without the heavens being ripped open - He came in this way on 
Pentecost without the heavens opening. Why did the Spirit come in this way here? What is Mark communicating? He 
is the only gospel writer who uses this imagery. 

The image is not in conjunction with something that needed to happen to allow the Spirit to come down. Rather, the 
heavens being torn open shows a single truth - that it is in conjunction with Jesus that ‘heaven is ‘torn open’ so that 
people can access God; and this is illustrated in Mark’s account of Jesus’s baptism in much the same way God 
illustrated the same truth when, as Jesus died on the cross, the veil of the Temple, which separated the Holy of Holies 
and within it the Presence of God from the outside world, was ‘torn in half’ from top to bottom. In Jesus the door is 
open - the way to God in re-established.  

In Mark, they had access to God as the Spirit descended and the Father spoke; in John 1 Jesus is seen to be the 
ladder to God, that spans the distance between heaven and earth; and in John 10 Jesus is the door through which 
those who trust Him can go in and out and find pasture.

Now, in Revelation 4: 1 we are also introduced to a door - and a voice - and I submit to you that the door and the 
voice are the same person - Jesus the Christ. And true to form, John gains access to God through the door, who is 
Christ. 

This is chapter fours first message - that through Jesus Christ, the door to access to God which closed after the fall, 
now stands open - and so Jesus could say of Himself, I am the way and I am the truth and I am the life - no one 
comes to the Father but by/through me. 

Lesson: If a person wants to access God, they can try their own way or they can come God’s way - but God’s way - 
who is Jesus Christ the door of the sheep is the only way in to God’s presence - God’s physical presence! Is he the 
door you are entering by? That is the first lesson chapter four gives us.     
          
Chapters 4 and 5 together give us a second message though - and the second message is, because Christ has now 
re-opened the door into God’s presence, the kingdom God promised to His people in Daniel’s prophecy as well as 
that of Ezekiel and other prophets, is being established, just like the prophets said. We see this when we compare 
Daniel 7 and Revelation 4 and 5. Here are some passages to compare and when we come back together week after 
next, we will pick up with these:

The prophet “looks” (Dan. 7:9; Rev. 4:1)

He sees a throne with God sitting on it (Dan. 7:9; Rev. 4:2)

God’s appearance is described (Dan. 7:9; Rev. 4:3);

There is fire before the throne (Dan, 7: 9-10; Rev. 4:5);
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Myriads of myriads of heavenly beings surround the throne (Dan. 7: 10; Rev. 5:11);

Book(s) are opened (Dan. 7:10; Rev. 5:1-5);

A divine figure approaches the throne and receives a kingdom which will never end (Dan. 7:13-14; Rev. 5: 5-13);

The kingdom make up is the same (Dan. 7:14; Rev. 5:9);

Distress on account of the vision (Dan. 7:15; Rev. 5:4);

The prophet receives wisdom concerning the vision from one of the heavenly beings (Dan. 7:16; Rev. 5:5);

The saints are given authority to reign over a kingdom (Dan. 7:18, 22, 27; Rev. 5: 10);

The vision concludes with mention of God’s eternal reign (Dan. 7:27; Rev. 5: 13-14)

What does all this mean? What this means is, the events that will unfold as revealed in Revelation 4, 5 and following, 
are the fulfillment of the prophetic word God gave to Daniel, that Daniel wrote about while Daniel was in captivity in 
Babylon. 

And so when Jesus said, “The time is fulfilled and the kingdom of heaven is at hand, repent and believe the good 
news”,  it was the signal Daniel’s and other prophecies were beginning to be fulfilled - and in the vision of Revelation 
4 and 5, Jesus is confirming this to John - and also to all the churches. 

We are still living in the midst of this fulfillment - and when we come back together week after next, we will begin to 
look at all this, in much more detail. - unless Jesus comes back before then.

Go with Christ - He is the only door in to God’s presence for eternity. Amen    

   

  

 

  


