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In the gospel of Matthew, chapter 11 and verses 1 to 6, we have an interesting story about John the Baptist and what 
seems to be a near lapse of faith. John the Baptist was Jesus’s cousin and was born to Jesus’s aunt Elizabeth a few 
months before the Lord Himself was born to the Virgin Mary; and John like Jesus, came into the world with a special 
mission from God.

Jesus, as we know, came as God’s Messiah - the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. But John, his 
cousin came as the messenger of God - with the special task of preparing the way before the Lord. And in the same 
way Jesus fulfilled the many OT prophecies which the prophets gave about his coming, so John the Baptist fulfilled 
prophecies regarding that one who would prepare the way for the Lord.

From a personal knowledge of the prophecies and from what John said about Jesus it seems clear that John 
recognized Jesus as God’s Anointed - as God’s Messiah. After all, there was the voice from heaven at Jesus’s 
baptism, followed by the Spirit descending upon Him in the form of a dove. This was of course followed by the many 
mighty works Jesus did. And coupled with those, was Jesus’s teaching.  John understood Jesus to be God’s Messiah 
and from this he would have understood his coming in the same way the Jews of his day understood it - that Jesus 
was the King of Israel who would throw off the yoke of Rome and overthrow evil rulers; and all that would take place 
as He ascended to the throne of David, His father. That is what the prophecies about the Messiah say - and that is 
what John understood. 

But then, an event took place that threw a curve to John. He was arrested by King Herod and placed in jail because 
he had been rebuking King Herod for taking his brothers wife as his own. That shook his faith. And it shook his faith to 
the point that we can understand how he might be questioning whether Jesus was indeed the real Messiah of God, or 
whether he had a fake FB and twitter account with the name ‘Real Messiah” on them while he himself was a fraud - 
an imposter. And so, with a faith that is shaking a bit, he sends some of His disciples to Jesus - Matt. 11:1-3, to 
enquire of Jesus whether he is the real thing or not. Why does he do this? 

Because he was in need of some assurance. This doesn’t offend Jesus at all. Instead he tells the messengers sent 
by John to go back, and remind John what they see and hear - and he references what they see and hear by 
connecting His works and teaching with another prophecy, which is found in Isaiah 61:1ff, which states exactly what 
the ministry of the Messiah would consist of. Jesus uses that prophecy to give assurance to John that He - Jesus - is 
indeed the real Messiah - and then tells John that whoever is not offended in Him is blessed.And so John the Baptist 
has a brief lapse of faith - and Jesus gives him clear assurance.

Now, when we fast forward from the gospel of Matthew to the Revelation and we come to the end of Revelation 
chapter three, it is as though John the Apostle finds himself in the same place John the Baptist found himself in 60 
years earlier. 

John the Apostle had walked with Jesus from the time Jesus began his public ministry; and had seen Jesus crucified 
but also saw Him alive again;

John the Apostle had been one of the apostles to preach, along with Peter, in Jerusalem;

John the Apostle had faced the Sanhedrin with Peter and the other Apostles and was beaten. along with them, by 
command of the ruling council;

John the Apostle had been active through the glory years of the early church - but by the time we arrive at the tie of 
the writing of there Revelation, everything is different:

John by that time, was the only Apostle left alive. All the rest - his brother James, his friend Peter, the other of the 
twelve and even Paul had died - martyrs for the cause of Christ; and he himself had almost been killed, but instead 
was delivered by God, only to be exiled to a prison isle;

And on this backdrop, he knew the state of the churches - for he had written seven letter to seven churches - and the 
picture given about these churches wasn’t pretty - for out of the seven, only two were faithful - and the rest received 
rebukes from the Lord - and even threats by the Lord of impending judgement and perhaps discontinuance. 

How do you think John may have felt by the time he completed the seven letters? How would you have felt?



A Throne and One Seated On It
Rev. 4: 1-11

11.15.16
mdb

It is on that backdrop that the next scene in the Revelation opens - Revelation 4 and 5 - and the events described in 
this scene do NOT constitute a change in time - but rather, a change in perspective and location. John has been 
writing and interacting on earth. That is about to change. Further, the two chapters contain one scene in two parts - 
and to grasp the relation of each part to the other, is to chapter five what a stage is to a play. Chapter four lays out the 
context for what will come next in God’s unfolding drama of victory and redemption and chapter five contains the 
opening scene of this drama of God’s unfolding plan of redemption and deliverance of His people through His son. 

John - who was on the isle of Patmos - is once again in the Spirit - and he is called to ‘Come up here, and I will show 
what must take place after this” - that is why he was to go UP - and what the voice says to John about what ‘must 
take place after this’ is a statement of authority - of control - of sovereignty - for in order for the Voice - who we know 
as the glorified Christ - to be able to communicate events which MUST take place means that those events have 
already been planned - determined - decreed. John will learn about these events, which lie future to him in space and 
time. And this phrase is the first indicator from chapter four that someone Great - Christ - is controlling events 
in the world. 

Come UP John does and when he goes up He finds himself in heaven, and beholding a scene that is not of this world 
- for he beholds one seated upon a throne - and he sees activity that is taking place around the throne and the 
person seated on the throne - and what he sees is almost indescribable. John finds himself in the very throne room of 
God. And this raises three questions we need to answer, about where John finds himself:

1) Where is this throne room is located, 2) what does John see in this throne room, and 3) what does it mean 
for him and for us? 

Where is the throne room where this scene takes place? Heaven. Where is that? In scripture, the concept of 
‘heaven’ or ‘the heavens’ is used in one of three ways. 

First, this concept used to refer to the atmosphere around the earth - the air we breath, the oxygen covering over the 
earth - and this is the abode of the clouds. This is the heaven birds and today, airplanes fly through. Jesus refers to 
this heaven when he speaks of the birds of the air; and this is the heaven referred to when Paul writes about the 
‘prince of the power of the air’ - meaning, satan and the demons have their activity in the atmosphere surrounding the 
earth. This is sometimes named the 1st heaven.

Next, we have the 2nd heaven, what we would call outer space - the space beyond the oxygen canopy over and 
around the earth - and this 2nd heaven is the abode of the stars and the planets. And so the God told Abraham, to 
look toward heaven and behold the stars and number them; or when the Psalmist writes, “When I look at your 
heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the stars which you have set in place. . .” they are referring to the 
2nd heaven. 

Then there are references to the third heaven - such as we have in 2 Corinthians 12:2-3 - and this 3rd heaven is 
the way the writers of scripture speak of the place of God’s abode - the place where God dwells. In 2 Cor.12: 2-4 
Paul speaks of being caught up to paradise - the third heaven - and there he heard things which, he said, were not 
lawful for men to utter. These were things so awesome he was not allowed to talk about them. John finds himself in 
the same place - in paradise - in ‘heaven’  - and we know it is the third heaven because God dwells there in glory - 
but instead of him being unable to speak of what he hears, he is to write what he sees!  

What does John see when he goes up to heaven?

First, John sees a throne standing in heaven - and the throne is referenced 12 times in this 4th chapter and five 
more times in chapter five - so the throne and what the throne signifies - rulership - is of primary importance in the 4th 
and 5th chapters of Revelation, as it is throughout the book; and in fact, as we move through the book we will see 
that each time there is judgement pronounced, the judgement proceeds from this throne - the throne of God - until we 
get to the end of the book, where we see a GREAT WHITE THRONE and he who sits on it - and from that Great and 
White throne final judgement is carried out. John has been transported from earth and the reality of earth, into the 
presence of a throne - only this throne and all the revolves around it takes place in another realm or reality.This 
throne is the second indicator of God’s sovereignty - His rule - over the events of earth
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Next, John sees one seated upon this throne - and the person seated on the throne - who is never described 
directly is God Himself - or if we desire we can use language taken from Daniel 7:9, 13, where this reference is 
taken from - and identify the one seated the Ancient of Days. What is the Ancient of Days like? What does God look 
like? 

Notice, John doesn’t describe the person seated on the throne, nor does he describe the throne itself - because the 
person seated on the throne - God - is indescribable - He is ineffable - but John attempts to describe who he sees 
using descriptors his readers understand. John uses earthly analogies to try and describe infinite realities! 

John writes that the One on the throne is like:

     a) Jasper:  but we must keep in mind that John does not speak of jasper as we know jasper today - a precious 
stone which is often greenish, or yellow or which may appear brown or opaque. No, he describes a jasper from his 
own time - which denoted a stone that was clear like a diamond - crystal clear, which sparkles when light strikes it. 

     b) Carnelian: Next, the one on the throne appears like carnelian. Carnelian stone was deep read and sort of 
translucent - and this tone has a certain unique quality about it, whenever light passed through it. When light was 
diffused through this stone, the stone appeared as though it’s core was a smoldering fire. 

What does all this signify? John is describing God - and God, according to scripture, is LIGHT (1 John 1:5); He wraps 
or covers himself in light, as with a garment (Psa. 104:2); God is surrounded by brightness (Ez. 1:28); God dwells in 
light that is unapproachable (1 Tim. 6:6). How does one describe a being that is light?

He uses a type analogy familiar to his readers, for in the Greek world authorities were often described using 
gemstones as analogies - and he chooses stones that seem to reflect the being he is seeing. So, what was God like? 
He who sat on the throne was clear like a diamond or even a crystal, off of which light was sparkling, while at the 
same time it appeared as though this One was on fire inside, with a deep, red, smoldering fire - and we learn from 
verse 5 that lightening flashed from the throne at the same time. What John is describing is the GLORY of GOD - the 
Shekinah of God - and that is ALL he can see of God - His energies - the uncreated light that encircles Him. 

In addition to this, John sees something else.

c) Rainbow: Finally, John sees a rainbow around the throne that had the appearance of an emerald - greenish 
instead of reflecting the colors of the rainbow we see in our sky. What is that about? 

In the ancient world, a bow was generally a weapon of war - and warriors would string their bow and go out to battle; 
and they would shoot arrows at their enemies. After the battle, however, and after the warriors returned home, what 
did they do with their bows until they either needed them for practice or hunting or battle again? They unstrung them, 
and they hung them up on their wall. And as long as the bow was hanging on the wall, the warrior was at peace with 
others - but when there was no peace, the bow was taken down - for war. 

We first see a bow, in relation to God, way back in Genesis - and where does God place His bow? He hangs it in the 
sky, after the flood. Why did he do that? Because after God destroyed the earth and all humanity except Noah and 
his household with water, God made peace with humanity and promised never to destroy humanity with water, ever 
again - and the bow - the rainbow - hangs in the sky, denoting peace, for an indeterminate amount of time. 

(Now, as a side note, isn’t it interesting that in our own day, there is a certain sub group who have adopted the 
rainbow as the sign off their movement - despite the fact that they flaunt a certain sin that God hates? When I see 
that, I find myself wondering whether the reason the rainbow has become the symbol of the movement is because 
the rainbow is a symbol peace - and those of this movement want peace with God so badly - and yet, there is no 
peace, says God, for the wicked). 

John sees these three things - a throne, one who sits on the throne and the appearance of He who sits on the throne 
- when he is transported UP to heaven. But, he sees more - and verses 4 to 11 give us the rest of the stage setting, 
which we will cover when we are together next time. But as we close, let me answer our final question for tonight.
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What did all this mean for John and for us? Remember what I said about John as we began our lesson? 
Remember, I pointed out that John may well have been at a point of real discouragement in his faith? 

Remember, John by that time, was the only Apostle left alive. All the rest - his brother James, his friend Peter, the 
other of the twelve and even Paul had died - and he himself had almost been killed, but instead was delivered by 
God, only to be exiled to the prison isle of Patmos;

And on this backdrop, he knew the state of the churches - and the picture given about these churches wasn’t 
pretty. How do you encourage someone like John, at that time? Well, Christ transported Him in the Spirit OFF earth 
and the small, limited, view that he had while on earth, and He took Him into the throne room of God. And there, He 
saw, first, He who holds the world and the nations in His hand; and second, He was shown what GOD was going to 
do to complete His plan and to fully redeem His people and to vindicate His church. THAT was how the Lord 
encouraged John - 

What did all this mean for the suffering church of John’s day and through the ages? It means the same. 

What does all this mean for us? It means the same thing to Christians that it meant for John and for the first 
church. We live in an uncertain world. 

I visited a lady who we have known for many years and she is dying of cancer - and may be out of this life within a 
couple of weeks. Sickness abounds

Others are facing various trials with health, money and jobs, marriages gone sour, kids out of control, pressure from 
those who don’t follow Christ, temptations all around.

Hillary Clinton could have won the election - and many just would not know what to do if she had; and others don’t 
know what to do now that Trump has won and are shaken up.

There are protests in the streets - violence on the left hand and on the right - and rumors of war are always looming, 
not to mention the rise of radical Islam. And then, the churches in America are weak at best, perhaps totally 
compromised at worst. 

All of this can have such an impact on our faith that we. like John or John the Baptist, come to a place where we are 
discouraged and wondering where everything will end up. But, Revelation 4: 1-3 tells us we do not have to allow the 
happenings of our world to drag us down. For though we ourselves aren’t caught up to the third heaven like John the 
Revelator was, yet we have his vision written in a book - and it beckons us to raise our eyes OFF what is taking place 
around us, and lift our eyes UP to He who John saw seated on the throne, knowing He is still seated there - and 
knowing that and that He is ultimately in control of how history unfolds, we can set our eyes on Him, our minds on 
things above, and live our lives in peace - for our God reigns - and we will reign with Him. 

May he bless us and keep us and make His face to shine upon us, until He comes back or we go to be with Him, 
whichever comes first. For our God has everything under control and He does all things well. 

   


