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Tonight is the 30th session in our study of the Revelation of Jesus Christ, and we come to this session after being on 
break from it since the last Tuesday evening in November. Since we have been on break for seven weeks, I want to 
take a bit of time to review where we have been, and then set the stage for where we are headed from tonight until 
we break for the summer - and that way, those who are joining us for the first time will have a sense of where we 
have been, and everyone will know what to read and pray over for the weeks ahead. 

As we look back over the road we have already traveled in the Revelation, we see we have covered chapters one, 
two and three, and we had also begun chapters four and five. Chapter one contains the introduction to the Revelation 
and it contains the first vision John the Apostle, who was the human author of the Revelation, saw (1:1-8 and vv.9-20 
respectively). And in a nut shell, here is what we learned:

1st, this book contains a message from Jesus Christ Himself, that was given to Him by HIs Father - God (1:1); and 
which He communicated through a human writer, a man named John (v.1, 4, 9);

2nd, this book was given to accomplish a specific goal - and the goal was to “show His servants the things that must 
soon take place” (v.1). So in the first verse, the time frame of the Revelation was given; and so John could say in 
verse 4 that the detail given him, which he wrote in a book, was given because “the time [of the events revealed in 
the Revelation] is near”. 

3rd, we learned from the opening verses the process whereby the Revelation came to be: God gave the message to 
Christ Jesus, who sent it by his angel to John, and John wrote it down; and as a result, what John wrote has been 
passed own over two millennia, until we have it in our hands as a part of our English BIble;

4th, there is a two fold blessing promised, 1) to those who read the book aloud, and 2) to those who hear it’s 
message and keep what is written. Now what John had in view when he wrote what he wrote in verse 3 of chapter 
one is this. In John’s day, everyone didn’t have a copy of scripture which they could carry around with them. We have 
that in many different forms - books like this one, small volumes, portions, electronic copies, and so forth. But in the 
first century this was not the case. Letters were written on papyri, and books were written on scrolls - and these 
scrolls consisted of skins or parchments or papyri sheets sown together and sometimes rolled up around a stick - 
meaning books were often large and heavy and difficult to carry. 

In addition, many people were illiterate in the first century though many were not; and so in synagogues and later in 
the house kirks, the congregation of believers may only have one scroll or copy of a given letter of treatise. And so in 
the congregations, there were those who were appointed readers - and they would read scripture for the 
congregation. These readers are who John had in view when he wrote, Blessed are they who read aloud the words of 
this prophecy. . .”  This promise therefore, isn’t directed to me in the event I read the book to myself aloud. - and most 
people understand that, but it is still good to state it. Also, John wrote, “blessed are those who hear and keep - or 
obey the words of this prophecy - and hearing and applying, keeping, obeying, brings with it a blessing as. 

Lesson: Revelation is a book to be understood and obeyed - meaning, Christians should not only be reading it but 
putting it into practiced . 

This is what we have in the opening three verse of the  book - and truthfully, when we understand the goal of the 
book, which was to give a message to Christ’s servants re what must soon take place because the time was at hand, 
we see that the content of the Revelation focused on events which would begin to take place in the immediate future - 
to John. 

This does NOT mean nothing in Revelation lies future to us - for it does. But the fulfillment of the Revelation began in 
the near future to John and has continued to take place up until our day - and will culminate in the glorious return of 
our Lord Jesus Christ with power and glory, bodily, from heaven and the establishment of the eternal kingdom. We 
will discuss more about this in the near future.

The opening verses were followed by a formal greeting and we saw how this formal greeting came through John 
the Apostle but was from the Trinitarian God - and from the Father and from the Son and from the Holy Spirit (see 
1:4-8). This signals to us that the Revelation is Trinitarian in nature and that the respective persons of the Godhead 
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will be actively involved in bringing the things revealed in Revelation to pass. We have seen this Trinitarian orientation 
in Revelation in several places thus far:

     a) The Greeting is from each of the three persons of the Trinity (1:4-8);

     b) John is in the Spirit on the Lords Day (v. 10) and he sees the glorified Christ (v.13-18);

     c) Jesus speaks to each of the seven churches - but the message of from the Spirit as well (1: 19 w/ 2:1, 7, 8, 11, 
12, 17, 18, 29; 3:1, 6, 7, 13, 14, and 22);

     d) Then, in chapter four we meet God (4:2-3), along with the Son and the Spirit (v.5; 5:5-6); 

The picture given - the lesson given - by this sort of reference shows that the One True God, in three persons, is 
TOTALLY active in bringing to pass God’s will in generaL AND His great plan of redemption, which will end in final 
and complete victory, for Christ Jesus and for His kingdom. This is consistent with other passages of scripture such 
as Ephesians 1: 1-14, which shows all three persons of the Godhead vitally, personally, intimately involved in our 
redemption. 

The formal greeting was then followed by John’s first vision - the vision of the Risen, Glorified Christ (1: 9-18). We 
looked at this vision in some detail so we won’t do so here. But when we considered that first vision we saw how 
John, after describing the person he saw, was told to write the things he had seen, the things which were and the 
things that would take place afterward (v.19) - and this instruction forms the outline of the rest of the book of 
Revelation.

The things he saw (past tense) we have in chapter one;

The things that were (present tense to John), we have in chapters two and three - in the form of seven letters to 
seven historic city churches these seven churches - the churches in the cities of Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, 
Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia and Laodiciea; and we also discussed how these seven churches, in addition to being 
real churches addressed by Jesus in John’s day, are also representative of the whole church of Jesus Christ through 
all age. And so, the letters to the seven churches have specific application even to churches today and to our church. 

The things which are to take place after this (which correspond to the things that “must soon take place” spoken of 
in verse one of the book) is what is revealed in chapters 4 to 22:5 - with chapters 4 and 5 serving as an introduction 
for that which would soon take place. What is Revelation 4 an5 5 about?

Revelation four and five (which we began to examine) form a single scene with a primary meaning. Revelation four 
is to chapter five what a stage, set up for a theatrical drama is to the stage play. Revelation chapter 4 sets the stage 
for the stage play and in chapter five the stage play begins - which has as it’s focus “the things that must soon take 
place”, future to John - and in fact, 4:1-3 tells us as much. 

After the letters to the seven churches in Asia Minor were completed, John the writer saw a door standing open in 
heaven and he heard a voice telling him ‘Come up here’ - and immediately he was in the Spirit (v.2) and found himself 
in another realm - and the realm he found himself in was a throne room - and we learn from vv. 2-4 that this was the 
throne room of God, with God seated on a throne. We also learn that John was to come up in order to learn “what 
must take place after this” -  which is a parallel statement to what we have in 1:1, “the things that must soon take 
place”.

Chapter four and five, which give us the stage for the coming play, and the start of the play, teaches one primary 
lesson. Let me paint the picture of the vision in words, and then we can see the lesson. If I were to draw this scene:

     a) I would paint a throne in the center of my paper, on a platform with steps making the throne accessible. On the 
throne sits God the Father and God has a scroll in His hand (4: 2; 5: 1, 7); and he has the appearance of jasper and 
carnelian;

     b) Around the throne, there is an inner circle - and a rainbow forms that circle (4:3); 
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     c) In a second circle, a bit further out from the throne, there would be four living creatures - described in 4: 6-8, 
and which cry out all the time, day and night, “Holy, Holy, Holy is the Lord God Almighty, who was and is and is to 
come”! 

     d) Finally, there is a third circle, further still from the throne, and this circle is made up of 24 thrones with 24 elders 
who sit on these thrones - and these elders are clothed in white garments, have golden crowns on their heads (4:4); 

     e) In addition to these elders encircling the throne and the four living creatures encircling the throne and the 
rainbow which is around He who sits on the throne, I would also draw a lamp stand with seven burning flames (which 
we learn is the seven spirits of God - or the seven fold Spirit of God) and a Lamb, as though it had been slain - and 
the Lamb stands between the throne and the elders- having seven horns and seven eyes which are the seven spirits 
God sent out through all the earth (5: 6); 

     f) This same Lamb doesn’t remain standing where John sees Him - He advances and takes the scroll out of the 
hand of Him who sits on the throne; and he also takes His seat at the right hand of the Father, who sits on the throne 
- the place he Has when we arrive at Revelation 22:1;

That is the stage, set for the soon to unfold drama - the actual stage play. What is the lesson these two chapters 
teach? Listen to this and learn.

John uses temporal objects here to explain eternal realities about God and about what is taking place in His realm - 
that is, in the timeless realm of eternity, as well as in the universe He rules over. Put another way, John is describing 
here what the Psalmist described in Psalm 99:1 - The Lord reigns, let the people tremble. He sits enthroned 
upon the cherubim. Let the earth quake”!

This is the lesson of chapters 4 and 5 - The throne and He who sits on it is a real throne, seen by John in the Spirit 
and the throne and He who sits on it RULES over ALL. The imagery of the whole scene portrays this truth - and the 
whole of creation acknowledges God’s rule and reign in verse 11 of chapter four. Based on this truth, William 
Henderson in his little commentary exhorts, “Take this lesson to heart!”. 

Here we are down here, on earth - and we are surrounded by rulers and governors and powers and people and 
influences - many of which we feel we have no power over - and we are right; and events take place and trials come 
and troubles may abound; failures and victories happen; elections and elected officials come and go. And it all seems 
at times to be out of control. Revelation 4 and 5 says, It isn’t out of control. The throne and He who sits upon it rules 
over all. 

In addition, He is doing something specific in the world - which Revelation reveals. That is actually what the scroll of 
5: 1 and 8 is about, which we will talk more about in detail next week; and this is what the seals on the scroll, that only 
the Lamb can break deal with and what the contents of the scroll is all about - for the scroll contains the decrees of 
Almighty God and His plan for the world He created and His Son redeemed. Revelation gives us a snapshot of God’s 
plan, worked out over the ages, as the kingdom of Christ advances through the gospel. 

That is where we have been thus far on our study - and I have given a bit of insight into where we are headed as we 
study further into the book of Revelation. 

As we prepare ourselves to jump into chapters 5 and 6 next week, let’s do three things in preparation:

1st, Pray for insight from the Holy Spirit as we begin to study the unfolding drama of world redemption in Revelation;

2nd, take time to read prayerfully chapters 4:1 to 8:5 at least once before next Tuesday;

3rd, meditate on the scene of chapters 4 and 5 - and the reality that He who sits on the throne really does rule over all 
- and try and see how this great truth intersects your life, as one of Christ’s followers. 

And then come back ready next week, to examine the scroll, the Lamb, and the opening of the seven seals - or at lest 
as many as we can over in an evening.


