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It doesn’t take a person very long as they study the scriptures, to conclude that the scriptures are quite amazing. 
Allow me to illustrate how amazing the scriptures are. In your hand - if you hold a copy of the Bible - is a single 
volume - but this volume is made up of 66 individual books. The books of this volume, however, were not written at 
the same time, nor were they written by the same human author or group of authors - until we arrive at the New 
Testament - and then we have a series of books written by the same group of authors - men who followed Jesus 
Christ. But overall, there is great disparity when it comes to the human authors of the scriptures. 

These 66 books were written over a period of around 1500 years, as individual books (with the Pentateuch being an 
exception). They were written using three different languages, at different times in history. The books were also 
written in various countries. And the authors came from many different walks of life - some were farmers, and some 
were fishermen - some were kings or military commanders and others were shepherds or scholars - some were well 
educated and some were not. Some books were written when the author was free while others were written while the 
author was in captivity. And yet, the 66 books tell a consistent story and point the readers to a consistent conclusion.

Further, individual lines from the scripture - individual sentences - can appear to be insignificant - especially in the 
earliest books written - like the Pentateuch - but as one considers the truths and the stories that appear in the later 
books of the Bible - books, say, like Romans, or Hebrews or Revelation - seemingly insignificant lines from books 
written 1500 years prior take on new meaning. Let me show you one sentence in order to illustrate what I’m saying. 
Turn with me to Exodus chapter 24. 

In Exodus 24, which was written by Moses, we have his account of the instructions the Lord gave to him about 
collecting an offering for the building of a Tabernacle, so the Lord could dwell in the midst of His people (24:1-8); and 
these scriptures are followed in 24:10 to chapter 39 with the instructions for the building of the Tabernacle as well as 
an account of it being crafted and built. In between chapter 24: 8 where we have instructions for the collection and the 
larger section (24:10 to 39:43) however, we have a single verse - v. 9 of chapter 24 - which can easily be passed over 
and which seems a bit insignificant - and it seems insignificant because if one removed it, there would still be good 
flow to the account of the building of the Tabernacle. Here is what that verses says:

Exactly as I show you concerning the pattern of the Tabernacle and of all it’s furniture, so you shall make it . 

Now, if we dropped that verse, we would loose nothing of the instructions to build the Tabernacle. Nothing would have 
been taken away from the story we are given by Moses in Exodus about the Lord’s instructions about the Tabernacle, 
nor about it’s shaping. Moses didn’t leave verse 9 out however - and this means it is significant - and when asked 
why he may have been told those words and why they were significant, one might simply say, “Well, the Lord had a 
plan for the Tabernacle, like any wise master builder has plans for buildings, and so this verse - simply shows that the 
Lord had a plan he wanted followed, so He told Moses, follow my plan exactly”. Right? We all understand this - and 
this is right. The Lord did have a pattern He wanted Moses to follow. 

HOWEVER, there is much more to this instruction than the fact that the Lord wanted His plan followed for the 
Tabernacle instead of simply allowing Moses and his craftsmen to design it for Him themselves. To understand this, 
though, we need later revelation - revelation such as Hebrews chapters 8 and 9 - and when we read the text of 
Hebrews 8 and 9 we learn that this one short sentence carried much, much significance. 

What was the significance of this small part of the Lord’s instruction? Simply this - that while it is true the Lord desired 
Moses to follow His - the Lord’s pattern for the Tabernacle - because that is the way the Lord wanted the Tabernacle 
crafted; and  though we can assume that the Israelites did not have deeper insight into the ‘why’ at that time - we 
learn from Hebrews - written 1500 years later, approximately -  that the Lord had a deeper reason for giving this 
instruction. There was more to it, than that He was a better designer than Moses and his craftsmen would have been. 

What we see in Hebrews 8 and 9 is that the pattern of the earthly Tabernacle was a mirror of a heavenly reality - and 
to this point Hebrews 8:5 says the earthly Tabernacle served as a “copy and shadow of the heavenly things. For 
when Moses was about to erect the tent, he was instructed by God, saying, ‘See to it that you make 
everything according to the pattern that was shown you on this mountain’ “. The earthly Tabernacle was 
patterned after Heavenly reality - the reality where God dwells. Look at the earthly Tabernacle and all it’s furniture and 
you would be seeing a mirror image of something that existed already in the heavenly realm. 



The Pattern of Heavenly Worship
Rev. 5:1-6:2

01.31.17
mdb

That, in and of itself is amazing. But there is more. For not only is the earthly structure a mirror of heavenly reality, but 
the worship that took place there was ALSO a mirror of the heavenly reality. I don’t have time to walk us through 
Hebrews 8 and 9 in their entirety - but consider Hebrews 9: 1-7, 11-12, 24-26. 

And so the Tabernacle mirrored, as a copy - as a shadow - something that existed in the very presence of God; and 
the worship that took place in the earthly Tabernacle - worship which revolved around sacrifice for sin, also mirrored 
worship in the heavenly realm. . .so that the worship the Tabernacle pictured was nothing less than the outworking of 
redemption, through Christ. 

In other words, the earthly Tabernacle was like a scale model of another reality - it was a conceptual of heavenly 
reality.   

Later, when Solomon built the first Temple, the Temple was also constructed off the pattern of the Tabernacle - so that 
up until Jesus Christ came, lived, died, and passed into God’s presence with His own blood, as an offering for the 
sins of the world (see Heb. 9:12), the earthly worship pictured what He was going to do. And now that He has done it 
- now that He has accomplished redemption - there was no longer a need for the old, earthly structures - first the 
Tabernacle and then the Temple - and so those passed away (see Hebrews 9:12; 7-10).   

On this foundation, let me say that when we read John’s account in the book of Revelation, chapters 4 and 5, we step 
right in to this heavenly reality. In other words, in Revelation 4 and 5 we have the original which Moses was instructed 
to follow, when He was told to construct the Tabernacle, described - and we gain through Rev. 4 and 5 a glimpse into 
that realm and that worship. 

John is seeing this realm - only John saw into this realm, AFTER Christ died and entered with His own blood into the 
presence of God to make atonement. That particular scene, my friends, is not recorded anywhere in scripture - and 
the reason for that is clear. There are some scenes that are too sacred to write about. The scene described in 
Hebrews 9:11,12 and 24 had already taken place - and the witnesses to that scene were the Father, His angels, and 
the creatures around His throne. BUT, because redemption had taken place - because atonement for sin and for our 
redemption had already taken place, the unfolding scene recorded, especially in Revelation 5 shows the Lamb as 
worthy - for he has conquered - so He was then able to take the scroll from the right hand - the place of authority - of 
He who sat on the throne, in order to open the seven seals that secured and obscured the contents of the scroll. 

Redemption had taken place - that was one shift signified in Revelation 4 and 5 - so the Lamb appears “as though 
it had been slain”, meaning it bore the marks of having been killed - or put another way, John saw the Lamb of God 
with the wounds in hands and side - meaning redemption had been completed. 

This is one truth Revelation 5 shows. We also see here two other shifts in the reality of the universe. 

There is clearly a shift in the nature of worship. Revelation chapter 4 and 5 traces this shift. Notice chapter 4:9-11. 
The focus of the worship in chapter four is on God the Creator and giving Him glory; and that, if I may say so, was 
also the focus of earthly worship up until the time of Christ. The worship in Tabernacle and Temple was centered on 
God the Creator - and on approaching Him rightly - and even though the sacrificial system was a shadow of what was 
to come in redemption, nevertheless, the worship of those who had faith in God before there was an Israel, as well as 
the worship of God in Tabernacle and Temple centered on the great and Almighty God - the God of Creation - and the 
God who was in covenant with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob and Jacob’s children, Israel. 

Then, in chapter five, the focus of worship shifts - so that after redemption was accomplished, the center of 
worship becomes the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world. This is what is described in some detail 
in Rev. 5: 8-14 - a shift off of God the Creator and on to God the Redeemer - and when compared to the worship that 
took place in the Tabernacle and Temple, the parallel is striking. Up until 5:7 He who sat on the throne is in focus. 
AFTER 5:7 the focus shifts - and whereas there was a crescendo of worship of the Creator in chapter 4, we have a 
crescendo of worship for the Lamb in 5: 8-14, where we see the worship of the Redeemer by:

1) The four living creatures (v.8);
2) The 24 elders (v.8);
3) Myriads of myriads of angels (v. 11);
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4) Every “Ktisma” (that is Gk. for another group of created persons or agents - perhaps another group of angels).  

This scene of worship is fantastic. All we know of the four living creatures is that they fall down. 

The elders, OTOH, do more (v.8). The elders hold harps (undoubtedly to lead instrumentally the song of the 
Redeemed which appear in vv.10-11) and bowls of incense, which are (not, which symbolize) the prayers of the 
saints - and so we have worship in the form of both prayer and songs. 

Re worship in prayer as incense, what is taking place here? One of two things. Either these elders are offering 
prayers of the saints prayed on earth, OR these elders are offering their own prayers and that of saints already in 
heaven. Which is it? .

Many regard it as representing the prayers of those who pray on the earth, which are then collected by these 
elders and offered to God - and this may be right. There is a good reason those who hold this view, hold it. Those 
who hold to this second understanding see a parallel with Rev. 8:3,4. In Rev. 8:3,4 we see an angel - and from the 
text it is clear he is an interceding angel - and he is offering censers filled with incense, to God, with the prayers of the 
saints. Here is an interceding angel, presenting on behalf of the persecuted church on earth, their supplications 
before God. Angel intercessors was a common view among Jews at the time of the writing of the Revelation - and 
John writes about one in 8:3,4. So if Rev. 5:8 and 8: 3,4 are parallel then these prayers in chapter 5 would be those of 
the saints in heaven themselves; and Revelation 5:8 would be the only place in scripture where the redeemed 
themselves in heaven are represented as offering the incense w/is the prayer of the saints.

Many, on the other hand, say it makes more sense to see the incense/prayers as belonging to the offerers 
themselves, in the same way the harps belong to the offerers - and there is a good reason to understand this scene 
in this way. On earth, in the Temple service in Jerusalem, the priests in the Temple always took the lead in worship, 
with the people at a distance. The people who had come to worship at the Temple at the times of the morning and 
evening prayer would stand far from the most holy place awaiting the time when the signal for prayer was given - and 
the signal for prayer was the offering of incense, which symbolized, in the Temple service, prayer (see Luke 1:10).

The most likely understanding is to see these prayers as those of the elders and saints already in heaven in this 
particular scene. So the bowls of incense are the emblem of the prayers which were offered up to God in behalf of 
His church and kingdom, in the Temple ABOVE. That parallels the worship which took place in the Temple and the 
Tabernacle below - worship, by the way, which was to be patterned after that which took place in the heavens. 

Now, here is further parallel. In the same way the priests led in worship in the Temple, it appears that the 24 elders do 
here - and what happens as they had in worship? On earth, the people awaited the signal for the time of prayer to 
start - but in heaven, the angels appear to have been waiting for the time of praise to start; and so:

The elders lead, the Redeemed sing, and the Angels then praise (v.11-12). Notice the direction of the worship in 
each case - it is toward the Lamb - and we see this shift. 

Following this, yet a third group - called in Greek the Ktisma, join in. Who are these? Well, they are NOT animals, 
most likely. The word Ktisma denotes literally, created things (see Jn. 17:2,21; 2 Thess. 2:6; 1 Cor. 1: 27,28; Heb. 7:1; 
1 Jn. 5:4) - and in the neuter gender it often denotes either persons or agents  - here in Rev. 5:11 it represents 
intelligent agents, on or over earth and sea and under earth and sea. The most likely understanding of this group 
then, is to see them as a mother group of angels, who have charge over the earth, the sea, under the earth, and 
under the sea - and this group of intelligent agents, echo the praise started by the elders and picked up by the 
myriads and myriads of angels. 

The crescendo of worship is by all these - toward the Lamb and due to what He has accomplished - and the echo 
goes back and forth and on and on. And what a shift took place! Until Christ came, died and rose and then ascended 
into the heavens, the GREATEST work of God was Creation - but NOW, it is redemption, of both creation and 
humanity - through the Lamb. 

Up until this point, we have looked at two major shifts that chapters four and five of Revelation show us - the shift 
from life before to life after Redemption, and the shift in worship from centering on the Creator and creation, 
to centering on the Redeemer and Redemption. 
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There is a third shift which now takes place, and we see this shift in the beginning of chapter 6: 1-2. Let me explain. 
Prior to Christ Jesus accomplishing redemption, God’s plan involved bringing that redemption to pass. Now that 
redemption has been accomplished, the plan shifts, from bringing redemption to pass, to proclaiming redemption and 
applying redemption to the world that Christ came to save. And so chapter six opens with that process beginning - 
and it began when the Lamb opened the first seal. 

What takes place when the first seal is opened? One of the four living creatures says ‘Come!” -  he proclaims it with a 
voice like thunder and it comes as a command - and when the living creature gives the command - a white horse 
appears and there is a rider on the horse, wearing a crown and with a bow in his hand - and he came out, conquering 
and to conquer. 

Who is the rider? The rider - is CHRIST! And so what we have in Revelation 4, 5 and 6, vv. 1-2 are three shifts:

1st, God’s plan has shifted, from bringing the Redeemer into the world to Him having come; and He has 
accomplished Redemption;

2nd, this causes a shift in the focus of worship, from worship which centered on God the Creator to God the 
Redeemer in the person of the Lamb, Christ; 

3rd, God’s focus is now to see Christ and Redemption proclaimed and applied to to the world and humanity Christ 
redeemed.  

I do not have time to explain why the rider is Christ tonight. I will do that next week, if Christ doesn’t return before next 
Tuesday. But I do want to close with a few applications.

In light of the three shifts that we see from Revelation 4, 5 and the opening verses of chapter six:

Has your understanding of God shifted from seeing God as creator, to seeing God in Christ, as your Redeemer? 
Many, many people believe in God - have what they call, faith in God - but God the creator, as Great as He is, is only 
one manifestation of God - and if a person only sees God as creator and NEVER shifts to see Him also as 
Redeemer, that person will never fully grasp the love of God and will ultimately fall short of the gospel and a faith that 
saves.

A second shift which we see in these chapters is the shift from worship centered on God as Creator to worship 
centered on Christ the Redeemer. Has your worship shifted off of God the creator to Christ the Redeemer? The 
picture of worship we see in Revelation 5 is one where Christ is at the center of the entire plan of God. And a part of 
worship that has Christ as it’s center and focus is a life that has Christ as it’s center - whether that is our secret life or 
our private life or our public life - whether is it our marriage or our family or our recreation or our career. Where are 
you with this? 

A third shift which we see in these chapters is off of Hope coming to the fact that Hope has come - in the person of 
Christ - and God is at work, working out His plan of proclaiming and applying Christ’s redemption in this world - until 
the gospel of the kingdom has been preached in all nations and all the ransomed church of God are saved, to sin no 
more. Is this agenda of God’s, high on your list? 

Some day Christ will come with shout of acclimation, to take us home - and that days closer now than when we 
believed. Oh, that what is at the center of God’s plan in the world today, is found at the center of our lives and focus. 
May the Lord Christ make it so - for HIs ultimate glory!!        

  


