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Tonight we begin in earnest to work through chapter six of the Revelation - and chapter six verse one to chapter 
seven verse 17 comprise a single unit in the same way chapters four and five comprised a single unit. Chapter four 
began with John being caught up to heaven, and there he saw a throne and He who was seated upon it. John’s 
vision of the heavenly throne room also signaled that a new portion of the Revelation - and I would submit to you, the 
part that was about events future to John, was about to be unfolded for him. 

Chapter four opens with John seeing a door standing open in heaven. After that he heard a voice telling him : “Come 
up here”, and the same voice said, “I will show you what must take place after this” - at that point the future portion of 
the Revelation began to unfold. Chapter four and five then, serve as a pivot between those things that were, and 
those things that would soon take place, in relation to God’s unfolding plan of redemption, the coming of Christ’s 
kingdom, and the final and total overthrow and judgement of the evil world system - which we first learned about in 
Daniels prophecy, and which is also in focus in the Revelation. 

I called chapters four and five pivotal - and when I say this I mean this in the sense that in chapter four and five there 
are three shifts in focus that are revealed. We spoke of those last week. There is, in these two chapters, a shift in the 
nature of worship - from creation to redemption. Up until Christ came, Creation was God’s greatest act. After 
Christ came, redemption was God’s greatest act, so the praise of the Lord shifted to that. 

This is followed by a shift in the focus of worship - from a focus on the Creator to the Redeemer. And these two 
shifts in worship are followed by a third shift - a shift from bringing redemption about, to proclaiming and applying 
redemption to humanity and the world. 

Prior to Christ dying, and making atonement for sin, the focus of God was to bring redemption to pass. Chapter five 
shows us that redemption had come to fruition through the Lamb who had been slain but was alive. So 
whereas the Lord’s focus had been to bring redemption to pass up until Jesus came, lived, died and rose, Revelation 
five shows us that the focus of the Lord after atonement was made was to see redemption proclaimed in the world 
and applied to humanity. 

On this backdrop, chapter six begins to show us redemption proclaimed and applied - as well as judgment upon the 
evil world powers and those who resisted and rejected the Christ - proclamation of the message of redemption is 
complete and the ransomed church of God is all gathered in - and when the judgement of this world is completed - 
the kingdoms of this world will become the kingdom of God’s Christ - He shall reign for ever and ever - and there will 
be a new heaven and a new earth. The signal that redemption can be applied to humanity and to the world was that 
fact that through His death, the Lamb of God was deemed worthy to take a scroll - which contained the decrees of 
Almighty God - and open that scroll so the events contained there would be revealed and set loose. Chapter six then, 
records the Lamb doing just that - and as He does that - as he opens each seal, oh’s overarching plan for humanity in 
redemption and judgement is seen advancing. 

In chapter six, six of the seals are opened and the seventh is opened in chapter 8. Lets look at the six seals that are 
opened in chapter six:  

Seal #1 is in v.2: A white horse and He who sat on it had a bow and a crown on his head, and he went forth 
conquering and to conquer.

Seal #2 is in v. 3-4: A red horse; and it’s rider was permitted to take peace from the earth, and to him was 
given a great sword;

Seal #3 is in v. 5: A black horse; and it’s rider had a pair of scales in his hand;

Seal #4 is in v. 7-8: John saw a pale horse, and it’s rider was named Death and Hades followed after;

Seal #5 is in v.9: John saw the souls of  the martyrs - those who had been slain for the Word of God and for 
the witness they had borne;
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Seal #6: A scene of cataclysm (vv.12-14), judgement (vv.15-17) and great victory (7:10)   

What do each of these seals and the symbols which emerge after each is opened, mean? What do they signify? 
There is a complete story told through these seals - and it is the story of redemption proclaimed and applied, the 
warfare spiritually that takes place in conjunction with this proclamation, and the ultimate victory of the Lamb vs. the 
judgement of the evil world powers. All of that is contained in the revelations that emerge as the six seals are opened. 

Let’s go back now and look at the first of these seals and it’s content tonight as well as an overview of the other five - 
and as we do it will become clear why I say these seals tell a complete story. 

Seal #1 is in v.2: A white horse and He who sat on it had a bow and a crown on his head, and he went forth 
conquering and to conquer is the rider? Who is the rider on the white horse and what is it’s significance. 
Generally, there have been two primary ways interpreters have understood views the white horse and the rider who 
sat on the horse. 

One approach to this scene is to see the rider as Christ or Christ or his apostles bearing the gospel message - and 
so in this Christ is going forth conquering and to conquer by the gospel;

A second understanding of this scene is to see the white horse and rider as representing Satan (or Anti- Christ), 
or a combination of Satan and his demons - and they go forth for conquest. Which is it? 

I’m convinced personally that the rider - is CHRIST! And I am convinced of this due to how the early church 
views the rider in Rev. 6:2, due to the context of Revelation and due to how words used to describe the rider 
in Revelation 6:2 are used elsewhere in scripture. 

1st, the historical church has generally viewed the horse and rider of Revelation 6:2 as Christ or the gospel of 
Christ proclaimed by the apostles. Now, many don’t see the view of the early church as necessarily being valid - 
but I on the other hand, tend to place weight on the views of those who were trained by the apostles or by men who 
knew the apostles as bearing greater weight than those who lived hundreds, even thousands of years after Christ and 
His apostles.

2nd, the context of the Revelation points to Christ as the rider on the white horse. For example: 

a) The horse is white - and white is always associated with what is holy and heavenly as William Hendrikson 
observes. In Revelation we read of white garments, white stone, white throne, and so forth. 

b) The rider receives a crown in 6:2 and Christ is wearing a gold crown in 14:14 as well as many crowns in chapter 
19 of Revelation;

c) A comparison between this passage and Rev. 19:11, almost demands the rider to be Christ. The rider in 
chapter six is conquering but the rider in chapter nineteen HAS conquered - and this fits with the picture given in 
Revelation - for the conquest of the gospel BEGAN in the first century - it continues today - but when the scene in 
chapter 19 fully plays out, the conquest of humanity by the gospel will be complete and the kingdom of Christ will be 
coming in full !  

3rd, comparing word usage by John shows strong parallel. We have already seen Christ in the midst of His 
church in chapter one as King and Lord, and we have seen Him as the Lamb before the throne of God, who takes the 
scroll from God the Father. In several other places where he appears, His role as conqueror appears with Him or 
thru Him - see Rev. 2:26-27; 3:21; 5:5; 6:16 He has conquered and is about to judge; 11:15 denotes completed 
conquest; 12:11, saints conquer thru the blood of the conqueror; 17:14, Lamb conquers

Also, every place where the word ‘conquer’ occurs in Revelation appears in conjunction with Christ except two - 
Rev. 11:7 and 13:7. Compare John 16:33; Rev. 3:21; 5:5; and 6:2 - all speak of Christ or of believers conquering (or, 
in ESV, overcoming - which is the same Gk word used in each verse cited) - and so to see Christ as the rider who 
goes forth conquering and to conquer fits with the context of scripture in general and Revelation in particular.
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So, the historic churches understanding, the internal witness of Revelation and word usage by John all suggest 
that Christ is the rider on the white horse and he goes out conquering and to conquer, with the gospel - proclaiming 
redemption to the nations. Let me point us to one other parallel, this time from the OT. Look with me to Psalm 45.

Psalm 45 is a Messianic Psalm - and we now this from such verses as vv.6-7, which is quoted in relation to Jesus in 
Hebrews chapter one. Verse 3 to 5 of this Psalm is a direct parallel with Rev. 6:2. Listen to the verses in our English 
Bible.

Now, hear these verses from the LXX. Consider the whole passage from Psalm 45 (Psalm 44 in the LXX): 

“Gird thy sword upon thy thigh, O Mighty One, according to thy splendor and thy beauty; 

and bend thy bow, and prosper, and reign, for the sake of truth and meekness and righteousness; and thy 
right hand shall guide thee wonderfully.

Thy arrows are very sharp, O thou most Mighty, in the heart of the king's enemies; the peoples shall fall 
under thee”.

The parallel between Psalm 45(44) and Revelation 6:2 is clear. From all this, one night ask, “Who is the rider on the 
white horse from Rev. 6:2”? I am convinced it is Christ - and he goes forth conquering and to conquer via the 
proclamation of the gospel. 

The content of the other seals are compatible with this understanding. . . 

Seal #2 is in v. 3-4: A red horse; and it’s rider was permitted to take peace from the earth, and to him was 
given a great sword; What is this about? Where the gospel is proclaimed and prospers, there persecution follows; 
and the red horse and its rider with literally, a short sword used for slaughter signifies this. Persecution of the church 
is in view with the red horse - more about this next week;

Seal #3 is in v. 5: A black horse; and it’s rider had a pair of scales in his hand; and at first blush this appears to 
speak of famine. However, another possibility is persecution of the church and Christians via economic sanctions - as 
we saw was already happening to some of the seven churches of Asia Minor. I would submit to you that this is in view 
with this 3rd seal. I’ll give more detail on this one next week;

Seal #4 is in v. 7-8: John saw a pale horse, and it’s rider was named Death and Hades followed after; This 
horse and rider and the woes released by this rider is parallel to Ezekiel 14:21 and denotes four woes of judgement - 
which affects the world, but also believers - the first of which is war; and the point of these woes is that as human 
history progresses, the gospel will spread, persecution will follow, and all this will take place as the world experiences 
these woes - war, famine, pestilence and death by wild beasts of the earth;

Seal #5 is in v.9: John saw the souls of  the martyrs - those who had been slain for the Word of God and for 
the witness they had borne; and again, history shows that where the gospel spreads, persecution follows - and 
where persecution follows, there are martyrs. Now, I will develop this reality in more detail in the near future - but in 
the mean time, know this, that from the Lord’s perspective, martyrdom is a form of gospel witness - and there are a 
determined number of martyrs, who will give their lives for the gospel - and this what characterizes the age of the 
church. Will one of us be among that number? Maybe - many have been in the past, and more shall be in the future. 

And finally, there is a sixth seal. 

Seal #6: A scene of cataclysm (vv.12-14), judgement (vv.15-17) and great victory (7:10): And what we have 
here is. . . what? 

We have cataclysm and the cataclysm is followed by a two fold event:

1st, we have final judgement; 
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2nd, we have final victory for the gospel of the kingdom - this is who the 144,000 signify, as is evident from the whole 
context. 

Now, my friends, what we have when we put all this together is a complete overview of the unfolding of God’s 
redemptive plan, from the first century until the return of Christ - in the same way the first vision of Daniel’s prophecy 
gave an overview of Gentile world power and the establishment of Christ’s kingdom - which would conquer all the 
earthly pagan kingdoms. 

And like Daniel - where the chapters following gave more detail, so here the chapters following 6:1 to 7:17 will tell in 
more detail the same story this first vision reveals - the story of the advancement, proclamation and application of 
redemption.

Now, let me close with a few applications. 

1st, this unfolding plan of God for the redemption of the world had just begun to be applied when John wrote the 
Revelation. But from where we sit, it has been unfolding now for 2,000 years. How close are we to the end of the last 
days? Christ knows - but one thing is sure - we are closer now than when Revelation was written.

2nd, this plan will be completed just as scripture says - Christ will come with shout of acclamation - to rule and to 
reign - but first, the whole plan of redemption must be completed - among both the Gentiles and the Jews - and more 
and more, Jews are embracing their Messiah, Jesus, today;

3rd, if Jesus was to return tonight, or tomorrow, or next week, we all must ask ourselves, will we be ready? Will we be 
like the wise virgins or the foolish virgins of Jesus’s parable, found in Matthew 25? 

As I grow older, it is more and more important to me that I labor to be ready to meet the Lord, for He can come at any 
time - and it is more and more important to me to impress on other people the urgency of His imminent return - for 
when He comes, it will be more glorious than we can imagine for HIs people and equally more terrible than can be 
imagined for those who do not believe. Oh, that all are ready to meet Him. 

May Revelation spur us on to always be prepared - that others around us may follow our example, and that we will be 
ready to meet Him - for His coming will be sudden, whether he comes for us in death or on the clouds. 

Please brothers and sisters, be found loving His appearing!! Let us pray    


