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Last week as we looked together at Revelation chapter 6 and 7, we took time to look at each of the seven seals and 
as we considered the meaning of the first seal - it’s content - I explained how I’m convinced that the white horse and 
it’s rider represents Christ - and if not, Christ’s apostles and the spread of the gospel; and I gave some reasons for 
believing that. And I also said that there was more than one view of the meaning of this first seal. 

Since then, I have been reminded of alternative views by a couple of people - and I also learned that the BSF 
understanding of this passage is that the white horse and rider represents anti-christ. And the result of all this has 
been a small bit of confusion. I can understand this. BSF is very well attended and holds to an alternative view, 
according to a few people who attended their Revelation study - and now, I have taught another view and the two 
views don't line up. So in light of the fact that there are two views and at least a few are wondering why I hold the 
view I hold, as well as whether they should stick with the understanding they gained from other sources - what I want 
to do tonight is present an excursus on Revelation 6:2 - the first seal - and why the most likely understanding is that it 
refers to Christ and the gospel or to the apostles and the gospel - and I also want to provide a short explanation as to 
how different teachers come up with more than one view of a passage - and hopefully, we all find this helpful. 

Why the Rider and Horse of Revelation 6:2 refers either to Christ or His Apostles and Gospel Conquest

I’m convinced that this is the case fro scripture for three very strong reasons - and I want you to at least have a solid 
handle on why many are convinced of this very interpretation. From scripture, this understanding stands on three 
foundation stones - and then, we have a fourth foundation stone from the history of interpretation. What are these 
foundation stones, which strongly point to this understanding?

1st, we have some direct parallels from the OT - the most notable being Psalm 45 (44 in the LXX); Psalm 45 is a 
Messianic Psalm - and we now this from such verses as vv.6-7, which is quoted in relation to Jesus in Hebrews 
chapter one. Verse 3 to 5 of this Psalm is a direct parallel with Rev. 6:2

Hear these verses from the LXX. Consider the whole passage from Psalm 45 (Psalm 44 in the LXX): 

“Gird thy sword upon thy thigh, O Mighty One, according to thy splendor and thy beauty; 

and bend thy bow, and prosper, and reign, for the sake of truth and meekness and righteousness; and thy 
right hand shall guide thee wonderfully.

Thy arrows are very sharp, O thou most Mighty, in the heart of the king's enemies; the peoples shall fall 
under thee”.

The parallel between Psalm 45(44) and Revelation 6:2 seems quite clear

2nd, when we study out word usages from the OT and NT in comparison to Rev. 6:2, we gain valuable insight into the 
meaning John intended when he wrote what he wrote in Rev. 6:2. Follow with me and let’s look particularly at how 
God is described and how the word “white”, used as a figure, appears - and as we do, we will see that the term ‘light’ 
and the word ‘white’, when used figuratively, almost exclusively refers to either God, or Christ, or the saints who are 
redeemed or their righteousness.

Re White 
 
Isa. 1:18 - refers to cleansing of sinners from their sin

Dan. 7:9 - refers to God; parallel is Rev. 4:4 - He who sat on the throne
Dan. 11:33-35 - cleansed sinners

In the NT gospel accounts of Jesus’s Transfiguration, the word “white” refers to Christ in HIs glory (see Mt. 17:2; Mk. 
9:3; Lu. 9:28 - so the dazzling white garments picture Christ’s glory
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In the NT gospel accounts of the Resurrection, angels are described and they are described as being dressed in 
white (see Mt. 28:3; Mk. 16:5; Jn. 20:12);

Also, the angels who appear to the disciples at Jesus’s ascension are described as being dressed in white - Acts 
1:10;

Finally, whenever this descriptor is used in elsewhere in the Revelation other than 6:2 it always refers to either Christ 
or God or Christ's redeemed people:

Rev. 1:14 - Christ
2:17 - the redeemed who overcome
3: 4,5, 18 - the redeemed 
7:9, 13, 14 - the redeemed 
14:14 - a white cloud with one like the son of man seated on it
15:6 - angels clothed in pure, bright linen

Comparing Rev. 19:8, 11, 14 w/ Rev. 6:2 we have a string parallel. 20:11 - great white throne for God at judgement

Re Light   

Notice how John uses ‘light” in John chapter 1 and 1 John chapter 1; in John;’s writings, the concepts of LIGHT and 
of WHITE garments always designate God’s person or something about the redeemed - and the word ‘white’ denotes 
holiness, purity, cleansing, and so forth

3rd, there is a specific word that is always used of God or the church of of Christ and the gospel but which never is 
used of Satan, or anti-Christ of the evil world powers - with only a couple pf exceptions - and that word is nikao in Gk 
or words like it, such as “katischuo” - and these word as are usually translated as “conquer”, or “overcome/overcame” 
or as “prevail” in the NT. Here are some examples of the word “nikao":

John 16:33 of Christ

Luke 11:22 of Christ overcoming demons

1 Jn. 2:13,14; 4:4; 5:4,5 of redeemed

Rev. 2:7,11,17,26; 3:5,12, 21 all use nikao to denote overcoming of the redeemed

Rev. 5:5 of the Lamb

Rev. 12:8,11 - of Satan being defeated or the saints overcoming

17:14 of the Lamb

21:7 of those who persevere in faith

Of the church, we have Mat. 16: 18 - against the gates of hell

The only exceptions to this usage are found in Rev. 11:7 and 13:7, where the beast or anti-christ has authority over 
the saints, to conquer them for a time. BUT it is important to note that the authority to conquer/overcome the saints is 
given - allowed - by God. This shows that even persecution is under God’s permission and can only proceed as He 
allows. ALL other usages of the word refers to Christ, the gospel, the redeemed, the Lamb

Now, on this backdrop, Revelation 6:2 tells us that there is a white horse and he who sat o the horse went forth 
conquering and to conquer - and from the overwhelming evidence from how the concepts of light and white and 
conquer/overcome/prevail are used in scripture - it seems clear to me that Rev. 6:2 has to refer to Christ, in the same 
way Rev. 19 refers to Christ and the redeemed. 
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Those are three foundation stones to this understanding - and the fourth is fond in the history of interpretation. When 
we grasp word usages, then it becomes clear why the early church saw in these verses Christ and/or the apostles 
and gospel.

It is clear why early commentators, and even more modern commentators such as Moses Stuart who wrote in 1845 
saw Rev 6:2 as referring to Christ’s representatives - the apostles; And this was the consistent understanding, as far 
as I know, until dispensationalism arose in the mid-1800’s and with it the pre-tribulation/pre-mil view of history. 

Added to this there is one more point I want to make about this understanding. What is the theme of the Revelation? 
If we see it as judgement on the evil world and the 2nd comping of Christ, then maybe Rev. 6:2 refers to anti-Christ or 
Satan. If however, the theme is the total victory of Christ through the gospel and church, until He returns, then that 
understanding is weak at best - and incorrect - and the theme of the Revelation is the victory of Christ over the 
kingdom of this world. Thus, I’m convinced and I hope you are as well, that the rider and the white horse represents 
Christ and the gospel - and that this understanding makes more sense in light of the overall flow of the book than 
seeing the rider and the white horse as being anti-christ or even satan himself.

What difference does this understanding of the rider and white horse make, in terms of understanding the 
Revelation? It makes a world of difference - for it says to us that Christ truly has gone forth conquering and to 
conquer - and the gospel truly is advancing as the church advances - and the very gates of hell will not overcome it.

To see Christ as the rider on the white horse sets the precendent to seeing Revelation as a book about the victory of 
the Lamb - not just at the end of the world but throughout history; and it gives ultimate hope to the churches in 
a=every age, both then, now and forever - for Christ continues to conquer - and will until the very end.  
 


