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From 1983 until 1989 I had, as some of you know, the privilege of serving as a missionary for Christ in Asia - in the 
Philippines - and half that time was spent doing research on and visiting a certain Filipino Muslim tribe - known as the 
Tausug. Who are the Tausug? The Tausug are one of the three primary muslim tribes living in the Philippines -  the 
other major tribes being the Maranaw and the Maguindanao; and when I was in the Philippines the Tausug numbered 
almost one million people. 

Each of these three tribes were known by their character - by what some would call their major character trait. The 
Maranaw, for example, were known even by other Muslim Filipino’s as ambushers or traitors - meaning their first 
loyalty was to their tribe, with every other tribe seen as enemies - even other Muslim tribes - and so theirs was a one 
way loyalty. The Maguindanao, on the other hand, were known for their gentleness and hospitality - they were the 
tribe one wanted to live among, because they would welcome the stranger; and the Tausug were known as the 
warrior tribe or or as one of my Tausug friends described it, the Maranaw would shoot you in the back if they had a 
grudge against you, but the Tausug wold fight you face to face. They were the warriors - they were brave and 
confrontative.

Despite these differences, however, these three major tribes had two commonalities. All three tribes were Muslim 
tribes; and all three tribes were considered unreached tribes, wit the gospel. Among the Badjao there was a small, 
believing church; and among the Sama there was too - but there was no church among the Maranaw, nor among the 
Maguindanao, nor among the Tausug - and among the Tausug, there was only two known believers. 

I tried to work among the Tausug for a couple of years. I lived with a Tausug family for one of those years and as a 
result was able to visit one of the large islands, located off the coast of Mindanao - the island of Basilan - with my host 
family because my host family - Camlon and Ermina Rugasan - were from that island. And I was also able to visit an 
island string - the Jolo Islands - that are strung out like a string of pearls between the southeast tip of the Zamboanga 
peninsula toward the western Indonesian Island of Borneo. Those particular islands are somewhat cut off from the 
rest of the civilized world. To get to those islands one could fly - on either Tuesday or Thursday - for those were the 
only days there were flights in and out of the main city - and getting off the plane, one was confronted by scenes like 
those we sometime see in National Geographic.

Over that two year period I had conversations with Tausug muslims off an on, as well as other muslims from other 
muslim tribes - and a lot of seeds were sown especially in Manila. And living with a family of muslims for a year, I was 
ale to sow some gospel seed among them. And when I moved away from them, I gave them a precious gift - and 
copy of the Tausug New Testament - so that should they want to read about Isa al Masih - Jesus the Messiah - they 
wold be able to do so. But, when I left the Philippines in 1987 for what Raquel and I thought would be a two year 
period of time, there was no church among there Tausug. There wasn’t one when I went to them - there wasn’t one 
when I left them - and there still isn’t a church among there Tausug to my knowledge, to this day. The tribe was 
unreached then - and they are still unreached for Christ, today, as far as I can tell.

Now, I still look back on those days - and I remember the family I lived with as well as their kids and their family on 
Basilan island - and I also remember their tribe and  I’m bothered - grieved in some ways - that there is no church 
among this tribe of a million people - but, one thing is absent from mind as I look back and that is a sense of faliure. 
Though I was only there among the Tausug for a short time and though I only planted a few seeds, I have great 
assurance that even that small amount of labor was not in vain. And here’s why: I know that someday there will be a 
church among the Tausug; and not only that, but when we all get to glory, there will be Tausug believers standing 
before the throne of the Lamb and singing His praises with the rest of the numberless multitude - and IN know this 
because we have Revelation 7:1-17 to look to; and that passage gives great hope that one day the gospel WILL take 
root - not only among the Tausug but also among ALL tribes that are yet unreached - and the church will be 
established. 

Read with me Revelation 7:1-17 - and especially when we get into vv. 9 to 17, see if you can see why I said what I 
said about the gospel and it’s impact on the yet unreached tribes of the earth b. . . .did you notice vv.9-10? Ah, what 
great hope there is in those verses!

In Revelation chapter seven, we read of a vision John had after he had seen the sixth seal opened and after he had 
heard of the the soon to come wrath of the Lamb. And the vision of chapter seven shows us a two part picture, which 
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we all should grasp. We covered vv. 1 t0 8 last week - and to give you a one line summary, chapter 7:1-8 gives us a 
picture of the whole church of God SEALED on earth. That was, in part, what John saw  and what we studied - and 
per our time together last week, we saw how this sealing was done at the initiation of the Lord, so that as the church 
passed through tribulation and testing and trial, their faith wold not fail, but would, rather, persevere. That was the 
significance of the sealing - and this very scene is designed to give hope to Christ’s church and His followers in this 
fallen, evil world. 

Tonight, we move into the second half of this vision - and in this part of the vision we also have a great, hope filled 
picture - but the picture we are given in vv. 9-17 is of the ENTIRE church glorified in heaven. And so the whole vision 
gives a picture of the whole church, sealed on earth, glorified in heaven. Or, in other words, we are given insight into 
what keeps Christ’s church secure while undergoing the trials of earth, and the final, glorious destiny of the church so 
sealed - once the church is together in heaven. And so the picture we have in vv. 9 to 17 is the third picture of this 
chapter. 

Picture number one (v.1-3) we titled The Prelude to Judgement;

Picture number two (vv.4-8) we titled The Protection in the midst of Judgement; 

And now, in picture number three (vv.9-12) we are given A Picture of Victory over or Deliverance from, Judgement - 
and this section has four parts: A Great Multitude; the Cry of the Multitude; the Source for this Multitude; and the 
Sacred Peace of the Multitude 

First, v. 9 gives a picture of a Great Multitude which “to number no one was able”. And four different groups are 
named. This multitude is from EVERY:

a) Nation - large groupings bound together by their customs. laws and geographic boundaries;

b) tribes - groups bound together by bloodline;

c) peoples - the organized masses; and finally:

d) languages (some versions say ‘tongues’) - groups bound together by common language.

This is a picture of the sum total of the fruit of the gospel, preached through the ages among every nation, tribe, 
people, and language group. And this multitude is in heaven - are glorified. Do you understand what this term, 
glorified, means? Let me explain briefly: Salvation comes to us through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ - but, it is a 
three part process, from the time someone believes until the time that someone finishes life on earth. 

When we believe on Christ we are justified by our faith (this saves us from the penalty of sin); this launches us into a 
process called sanctification - and this part of the process is where we, as we co-operate with Christ’s work in us by 
faith, grow in HIs grace and in the knowledge of His Son (and this saves us from the power of sin) - and finally, after 
we die or Christ comes back, we are glorified - and when we are glorified, we change from mortal to immortal, and we 
received an immortal body like Christ’s and we will live in that body with God and Christ and all the saint forever 
throughout eternity (this is where we are saved from the very presence of sin).  

This is a picture of the sum total of the fruit of the gospel, preached through the ages among every nation, tribe, 
people, and language group. And this multitude is in heaven - are glorified. Question is, how do we know this 
multitude is in heaven? Notice v.9. They are standing somewhere - that somewhere is before the throne and before 
the lamb; also, they are dressed a certain way - they are arrayed in white robes with palm branches in their hands. 

IN the book of Revelation, white denotes holiness, righteousness. This is consistent throughout; and so this multitude 
is a holy, righteous multitude. And this multitude has life and salvation - this is seen by the fact that they have palm 
branches in their hands - for the palm tree and branches particularly denote life and salvation. 
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Next, John heard the Cry of the Multitude (v.10-12) - they were crying ‘Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the 
throne and to the Lamb; and we know this is true - for salvation is only through the Lamb of God and it is a gift from 
the Father - He who sits on the throne; and this cry sets the angels and elders worshipping (remember ch.4?);

The third part of our picture is of the source of this multitude (v.13-14) - John is asked where these are for and he 
does not know and so the angel tells him - v.14b. 

1) These are they who have come out of the great tribulation. What is that?
 
     a) Some say it is the last seven years of earth’s history;

     b) Others say no, it is a reference to the trill and troubles believers face throughout history;

Which is it? Based on the Gk grammar, it is clear to many that the Gk used by John does NOT carry a reference to 
time - such as the final seven years - but rather, it is qualitative only, describing the size of the multitude or from 
where they came; and the Gk behind the term ‘great tribulation’ shows that ALL the tribulation faced by believers, 
including the time of tribulation which will come and which will be like no other time of tribulation that church and the 
world has ever faced is in view; and so this is a reference to all the tribulations mentioned in all the NT passages 
referring to tribulation. 

(The term ‘great tribulation’ is only used two other places in the NT - Matt. 24:21 and Acts 7:11 - and alludes to Daniel 
12:1 LXX and 11:30-39, 44: 12:10). In John’s view this tribulation had already begun)

2) They overcame all tribulation,NOT because they worked harder than everyone else and were counted worthy - but 
because they had done one things and had maintained one thing - that is they had ‘washed their robes in the blood of 
the Lamb - and friends, this is the only way anyone overcomes - and that is through the blood of the Lamb.

* It is through the blood of the Lamb and our faith in Him that we come to be righteous before God. Listen to what 
Martin Luther wrote about this righteousness (see pg.xii to xiii in the intro to Galatians Commentary)* 

Christ shed His blood as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the world - for the sins of His people - for this sins of His 
sheep. It is through faith in Him and His work on the cross for us that our hearts might be purified - by faith. And so 
these coming out of the great tribulation are those who, through the ages, have believed on the Lord Jesus Christ and  
have come to have His righteousness; and in this picture, we see the multitude standing before the throne of God and 
the Lamb - glorified and giving glory to, God and the Lamb.

These, finally, are in a state of Sacred Rest and Peace (vv.15-17). 

This is the church with all tribulation behind them. 

This is all the Ransomed Church of God, saved to sin no more. 

This is that great numberless multitude, from every nation, tribe, peoples and languages praising the Lamb, by whose 
blood they were washed clean from the grime of the fallen state - clean of all sin, ungodliness and unrighteousness.

These are the redeemed of the Lord - so what we have when we put all this together is, from 6:1 to 7:17,  a complete 
overview of the unfolding of God’s redemptive plan, from the first century until the return of Christ - in the same way 
the first vision of Daniel’s prophecy gave an overview of Gentile world power and the establishment of Christ’s 
kingdom - which would conquer all the earthly pagan kingdoms - and vv. 9 to 17 is a picture of our future and our 
hope - and the hope of the Tausug, the Maranaw, the Maguindanao, and all the unreached as if today - for in the end 
all who Christ bought will stand before His throne.

The Moravians used to cry out, may the Lamb who was slain receive the reward of HIs suffering - Rev. 7:9-17 tells us, 
HE WILL!! 

Let’s pray together 


