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A couple of years ago some of the young adults asked if there was a way for leadership to launch a study group for 
them, and since Raquel and I were free on Sunday evenings and other staff weren’t, I agreed to launch that group if 
the group wanted to study scripture - so we did launch the group by me teaching through Paul’s letter to the Romans. 
Eventually, though, we completed our journey through Romans - and the desire of the leaders of that group was then 
to move into Genesis - and so Genesis has been in focus at the young adults study for about a year.

Genesis is an interesting book - a book which takes it’s name in our English Bibles from the Latin Vulgate, where this 
first of the Old Testament books was titled “Liber Genesis’, after the Greek Old Testament title, Genesis, probably 
taken from 2:4. ‘Genesis’ means origin, source, race, creation and so that is a fitting title for this first of the books of 
the Bible. The Hebrew name of the book is “in the beginning”, after the practice in the ancient Near East of naming a 
book by it’s first few lines (see 1:1). 

In content, Genesis provides an account of the beginnings of the cosmos (1:1-2:3), of the human race and it’s 
alienation from God and each other (2:4-11:32), and then, of the families of Abram, Isaac, Jacob and the origins of 
Israel (12:1-50:26), as these relate to God’s promise (3:15) not to leave humanity under the curse of sin, but rather to 
save them from sin and death. 

Genesis is to the beginning of the world what Revelation is to the end of the world.

In Genesis we learn of the creation of humanity and the entrance of sin into the human race and the world, while in 
Revelation we learn of the consummation - when Christ’s redemption is complete and sin and death are no more. Or, 
put another way. . .in genesis we have the fall of man into sin and the promise from God NOT to leave humanity in it’s 
misery while in Revelation we have God overcoming sin and freeing humanity from it in there world - the completion 
of the promise of Redemption - through Jesus Christ. 

These points of comparison between Genesis and Revelation make Genesis a fascinating book to study - and in 
Genesis we learn much about the LORD in the same way we learn much about the LORD in Revelation - and to 
introduce our study of Revelation chapter 8, I want to start in Genesis chapter 15 - because there is a two fold lesson 
taught in Genesis 15 that sets the stage for what is revealed in a vision to John in Revelation chapter eight. 

In Genesis 15, Moses has given us a second account of the LORD’s interactions with Abram in relation to what 
people commonly call the Abrahamic Covenant - and this second encounter that Abram had with the LORD expanded 
upon the covenant which was first given to Abram as recorded in Genesis twelve. There, the LORD had said to 
Abram in vv.1-3:

Go from your country and your kindred and your fathers house to the land that I will show you; And I will 
make you a great nation, and I will bless you and make your name great, so that you will bet a blessing; I will 
bless those who bless you and I will curse those who curse you, and in you all the families of the earth will 
be blessed . . .

And v.4 says, And Abram went. . .

Here is the Abrahamic Covenant, promised in summary. In chapter 15:1-21, however - and later in chapter 17 - this 
same covenant is expanded and explained with much more detail. In 15:1-12, there is a ceremony recorded which 
gives a picture of the ceremony the LORD held with Abram in establishing this covenant in blood. Then, in vv. 13 to 
21 we have a record of what the LORD said to Abram, during this ceremony, about the future fulfillment of HIs 
agreement with Abram, as He moves Abram’s descendants toward realizing the promises of the covenant. Listen to 
what the LORD said - vv.13-21.

As we read these verses - this record of what the LORD said to Abram - we notice that what he said is rather straight 
forward. But at the same time, there are a couple of lines that are - at least to me - a bit intriguing - and which reveal 
something about the works of the Lord among the nations. Did you notice anything in these verses that might suggest 
to you what I am talking about? 

What I am referring to is what the LORD said to Abram as recorded in vv. 13-16 - review those verses. 
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Here we have the LORD explaining the near term future detail for Abram’s offspring (vv.12) as well as future 
judgement upon a particular nation, which goes unnamed at this point. But then, the LORD went further, by explaining 
to Abram what will happen to him - and where his descendants will travel to, after judgement comes upon the first 
nation referenced - which turned out to be the nation of Egypt. Abram is told he will ‘go to his fathers in peace and be 
buried at a good old age’. . .and then he is told that ‘they’ - that is, his descendants - will ‘come back here’, i.e. to the 
land of Canaan, in the fourth generation. Do you see that?

The LORD doesn’t end his statement there, however,. He ads another line after that - and the other line after that 
gives Abram the reason why his descendants will not return to Canaan for four generations. And the reason is, “the 
sins of the Amorites is not yet complete.”

What does that statement, as well as the statement regarding judgement upon that first nation mentioned, say to us 
about the nature of sin before the LORD, about the LORD and about how he works in the world? 

First, the two ‘judgement statements’ give us insight into just how patient the LORD is, in regards to the sin of 
nations. In essence, what the line about the sins of the Amorites says to us is that yes, they were a sinful people - 
BUT, it would take four hundred years before their sin would be so FULL so as to merit the judgment of God. In the 
mean time however, the LORD would patently wait and continue to shower on the Amorites HIs common grace - rain 
and crops and so forth. 

Second, this shows just how patient the LORD is when it comes to sin. Listen, sin is an affront to God - it is the 
ultimate insult of the divine character - it is as though, after there LORD pours out goodness and grace and good gifts 
on men and women and nations constantly, via his common grace, that they spit in his face and make mockery of his 
goodness - and do this consistently. And because the wages of sin is death, the LORD would be totally justified in 
snuffing out peoples and nations after one sinful generation walks in their evil and iniquity - and yet, the LORD 
patiently waits, and waits and waits and waits - until the sins of a nation reaches the tipping point - after which, the 
LORD can wait no more. And at that point, judgement is unleashed and the sin of the nation is death with. 

Those are two lessons we learn from vv.13-16 in Genesis. But there is a third - and that is, that sin has a cumulative 
affect. In other words, the sins of nations accumulate before God - they stack up - pile up - grow and grow, higher and 
higher like some living thing - until the Almighty, in HIs awesome holiness - will tolerate it no longer - and at that point 
HIs justice overrides HIs patience and He acts - and then the sin is dealt with decisively in judgement. This has been 
the pattern in nations since time began.

There were three times in Israel’s history where this principle played itself out. The first was in the Sinai wilderness, 
when, as a result of Israel’s unbelief, every adult from 20 years old and up died over a 40 year period because of their 
unbelief (see Numbers 14:1-38; Heb. 3:7-19). 

The second instance of this was after the nation turned and ran after idols after the reign of King Solomon; and this 
resulted in the ten northern tribes being taken away captive by the Assyrians, which was followed approximately 200 
years later by the southern tribes, Judah and Benjamin, being carried away captive by the Babylonians (see 1 Kings 
17:6-41; 25:1-30). 

But the third event of judgement toward Israel was in AD 70 to 125, after the nation rejected Jesus as the Christ. 
Jesus, before he was crucified, warned the Jewish leaders of impending judgement , recorded by Matthew in chapter 
23:32–36— and His words illustrate the principle we are discussing. The LORD is totally patient - BUT, there always 
comes a time when patience ends and justice is demanded.  

This pattern also applies to people too. The LORD is very, very patient with individuals - but the sins of individuals 
accumulate as well until a time comes, if a person does not repent, when the LORD acts; and the actions fall into a 
couple of categories. The first category, which often runs parallel to ones sinful lifestyle, is that sin brings 
consequence in and upon those who live in it unrepentedly - in the form of destructive guilt, ruined relationships, 
physical ailments, psychological/emotional trauma’s and at times, even suicide (see Mt.27:3-5; Rom.1:24-27). The 
second category is direct judgement brought by the LORD, when He finally beings the consequences of sin upon 
the sinners head - and they die and go to stand before Him. And as it is written, it is appointed to man to die once and 
after this the judgement (Heb. 9:27). We understand this from such Psalms as number seven. Read Psalm 7 and 
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notice with verses 8-16. Verses 8 and 10 speak of the nonfat of the righteous, while vs. 11 shows the danger of the 
wicked; and then verse 12, directed toward the wicked - the unrighteous - says clearly, if a man does not repent, God 
will whet His sword - that is, he will sharpen his sword - meaning, if a person keeps on and on and on in sin, there 
comes a point where the Lord begins to ‘sharpen HIs sword’ - can’t you hear Him running the blade across the 
sharpening stone - over and over - back and forth, back and forth - which fortunately takes time - meaning the LORD 
is patient - not willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance - but as vv. 13-16 show, HIs 
patience does run out - and once it does, judgement comes along, even to individuals. 

Now, what in the world does this have to do with Revelation chapter eight? Much in every way - for when we 
arrive at Revelation chapter eight, we have come to the place where the sin of the WORLD has become ripe - full - 
full to overflowing - full to the brim - and in visions, John is shown what comes after - which is fearful - terrible - total - 
judgement.  

In chapter six and seven we see that the four horsemen have ridden out and that which each horseman brings has 
been taking place throughout history, since the birth of the church. The fifth seal then shows how a time will come 
when the total number of martyrs who are to be martyred for the Word of God and the witness we bear will be filled 
UP - and after that, we saw the content of the sixth seal - which is trauma and judgement and terror - and this seal 
and the events revealed parallel Matthew 24:29 - 30. 

Then, as we enter chapter eight - it is judgement time - and the visions begin to give the detail of this. Read vv. 1—5 
of chapter eight. John records the opening off the seventh seal - and after seal number seven has been opened - the 
seven denoting that the plan of God has come to fruition - the details of judgement are to be announced.

What does chapter 8:1—5 teach us? Notice what is shown:

First, after the seventh seals opened, there is silence in heaven for about a half an hour. What is the silence for and 
what does ‘half an hour’ denote? 

What is the silence for? Keep in mind that John is still in the throne room which we saw in chapters 4 and 5 - and it 
was there, in the presence of the Lord on the throne and of the Lamb who had been slain that the scroll was passed 
to the Lamb after which He began to open it’s seals. And so the silence overshadows the worshippers around the 
throne of God, which we saw in chapters 4 and 5, when the seventh seal is opened - first, because silence is the 
prelude to judgement in prophetic literature (see Hab. 2:20; Zeph. 1:7—8; Zech. 2:13); and the silence also deepens 
the suspense in regards to what will come next.

What does the half hour denote? It doesn’t show anything about the timing of these events, as we count time on a 
timeline. It IS a time interval, experienced by John, between the events of opening of the seventh seal and the 
blowing of the seven trumpets - and the activity of the angel in vv. 2—5 obviously took place during this time interval.  

So here, the half hour is like an intermission during a play, where actors and stage hands complete certain tasks 
before the curtain goes up again and the next scene is acted out. The next full scene shows us the beginnings of 
judgement - that is, what the LORD brings upon the earth in conjunction with the sixth seal - so the content of vv. 2-5 
gives us the prelude to judgement. And we see that something must happen before the judgements - announced by 
seven trumpet blasts - are revealed. What must happen?

The prayers of the saints for deliverance must be full before God  - and that is what the scene which takes place 
during this half hour prelude shows. Notice vv. 2-5. John sees seven angles with seven trumpets - and this in itself 
shows that judgement is about to begin. How do we know this? By the trumpets. 

Trumpets, in scripture, had several purposes - but often they announced judgement before the LORD poured out 
wrath. For example, the blowing of trumpets played an important role in the conquest of Jericho - and in that story 
from the OT book of Joshua, the blasts from the trumpets carried a two fold meaning. For the Israelites the trumpets 
denoted coming victory and finally brought the collapse of the walls of the city - while for the people of Jericho the 
trumpets meant soon to come destruction. 
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Likewise, when Jesus Christ finally does return, there will be a blast from a trumpet - the Lord will descend from 
heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel and the trumpet of God - and for the redeemed that is the signal 
that final salvation is finally here, at which time the dead will rise and those who are alive and remain will be changed 
as we are all caught up together to meet the Lord in the air. BUT, to HIs enemies the trumpet of God will signal 
terrible judgement has arrived - for at that point and on that day, every eye will see Him, and those who pierced Him 
and all the peoples of the earth will WAIL because of Him. John already said that in Revelation chapter one. And so, 
John sees the seven angles and each has a trumpet. But, before they start to blow their trumpets John sees another 
angel - in verse 3 - and that angel carried some things and stood at a certain place. 

The angel of verse 3 stood at the altar - the altar of gold - and he held a golden censer in his hand. And he was given 
much incense to offer up on the golden altar with the prayers of the saints, before the throne of God. What was the 
incense for? Many believe - and I am convinced of this too - that the incense symbolizes the perfect prayers of 
intercession that the Lord, Jesus Christ, offers up for the saints, added in with our own prayers.

When we look back to the Tabernacle service as well as that in the OT Temple, we know that each respective aspect 
of worship foreshadowed Christ and the true worship of HIs people in Spirit and in truth - and symbolically, the 
incense offered in the Tabernacle pictures Christ’s intercession. In light of this: 

John Walvoord observes about this incense: “it is reasonable to suppose that it fulfills the same function as 
incense used in OT worship, composed of the four spices mentioned in Exodus 3-:34-38 and regarded as so 
holy that the people of Israel were forbidden to use it for any common purpose. The incense speaking of the 
perfections of Christ is inseparably bound up with any ministry of intercession. . .”

Lenski observes, “All this added incense material which goes up in a great volume of smoke represents the 
intercession of Christ for HIs church (intercessio specialis), which ads power and efficacy to the prayers of 
the church. The Lord increases the sweet savor of acceptable prayer. That is why he tells us to pray in His 
name, and why hearing of our prayer is so certain”. 

The prayers the angel offers - which are the prayers of the saints - denote all the accumulated prayers of the church 
of God including the prayers of the Martyrs of 6:10 - prayers that are effective. This angel offers these prayers  up - 
and they rose up to the throne; and then, the angel completes one final task - v. 5.

The angel takes the same censer which had contained the prayers of the saints, filled it with fire from the altar, and 
threw the fire from the altar on to the earth - and when he did that, there were pearls pf thunder, rumblings, lightening 
and a great shaking - which the Gk actually denotes. This takes place in the throne room of the Lord - and the casting 
of fire onto the earth symbolizes the answer of God to the prayers of the saints that have been supplemented 
by Christ’s own mighty intercession. God’s judgements come upon the earth in order to destroy and thereby 
to warn until the climax of the final judgement is reached (see 11: 15—19; v.18 is particularly important). 

These five verses provide for us, then, the prelude to judgement. From John’s perspective, the events he saw could 
have taken place at any moment - and I believe he expected it to come SOON. We have a different perspective 
though, don’t we? 

From where we stand, we look back over two millennia - and as we do, we see the patience of the Lord - for though 
nations have been judged, with some being put down as others being raised upon - yet the fulness of His wrath has 
not yet broken on the earth yet. We are still in the process described by the seven seals, and which will be described 
as we study in detail the seven trumpets. Some day, though, the content of seal number six; and the content of 
trumpet number seven - will be released - and the ultimate end will come. 

In light of this prelude to judgement, and al we have spoken of tonight, how should we who await the return of Christ, 
live? See 1 Peter 1:13-25.

So let us walk, so that the day of the Lord doesn’t take us by surprise - for if it comes in our lifetime, the completion of 
what we are learning in Revelation will take place as predicted by John; but if we happen to die before these events 
come to completion, we will yet stand before the Lord - so let us make sure we know Christ - and knowing Him, let us 
pass our time with fear - that is, reverential trust - that when we see Him, we may obtain the reward (2 Tim. 3: 7-8).
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