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Tonight is our last study for the summer - so after tonight we will be on break, resuming September 12 - so what I 
want to do tonight is a brief review of where we have been and then give an overview of chapter ten. Then when we 
return we will look at chapter ten again and move on to chapter eleven and on to the end of the book, as we move 
toward years end and into 2018. My hope is to complete our study of the Revelation either by years end 2017 or by 
this tome in 2018 - and then we will consider whether to continue this study by working through another book of the 
Bible - maybe Romans or she other book. But we will figure that out when we draw near to the close of Revelation.

Thus far in our study, we have covered enough of the Revelation to put together a time line of sorts - not so much a 
chronological time line - but a time line which indicates how the events of the book unfold and generally, when they 
unfold. If I was going to draw this out on a time line then, I would draw a line from the first century to the 21st century, 
and then extend the time line beyond our day, which is June of 2017. 

Our time line would begin in the late first century, around 96 AD, the late date of the writing of the Revelation, and it 
would extend through the present evil age.

                                                                             Present Evil Age
                                                                             (Church      Age)
7 Letters—————————————————————————————————————————End of Time
              (Five Seals————————-Six Trumpets——————————-Seventh Trumpet/ Bowls/End)
                 a) Four Horsemen                                  a) parallel Four Horsemen     a) Mystery of God complete
                 b) Cry of Martyrs                                     b) End of Martyrs time           b) Final Judgement  
                 c) Intermission/Prelude to Judgement        cp/w 6:9-11                        c) New Heavens/Earth

At the far end of the timeline we would have the seven letters to the seven churches (ch. 2-5) while at the other end 
of the line we would have ch. 19:10 to 22:5, the final judgement, the marriage feast of the Lamb and the end of time. 
In between we have the events of chapters 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, which span the church age  - then an intermission in 
chapters 10:1 to 11:13 and this is followed by the blowing of the seventh trumpet and the unleashing of seven bowls 
of wrath from God - final judgement which takes place just prior to Christ’s return.

What is this intermission about? The intermission, called by some an interpretative parenthesis, connects the first part 
of the Revelation with the second part - and it contains three main pictures: 1st, a recommissioning of John to 
prophesy once more; 2nd, a picture of the the persevering witness of the saints - of the church - of christians, which 
brings them suffering initially; and 3rd, the destiny of those who persecute the saints, the church, the christians, 
because they are antagonistic to the witness of the church to Christ. 

Chapter ten is what some call the introduction to the parenthesis - and chapter ten also breaks down into three parts. 

1st, we have a mighty angel, a little scroll and a command (vv.1-4). Who is this angel? There are various views as 
to who this angel is. Some say this is a picture of Christ, because the images that appear around this angel and those 
equated with the Christ are the same. For example, the angel is wrapped in a cloud - he has a rainbow over his head 
- and his face is like the sun shining in it’s strength, while his legs are like two pillars of fire. Those who see this angel 
as Christ, then, point to such places as Rev. 1:7, 13-16 and take the parallels as indicating that this is Christ. 

There is one little detail though, in this text, that points away from this understanding - actually, I would say, two 
details - and because of these, it is highly doubtful that this angel and Christ are one and the same being. Here is why 
it is probably not Christ:

     a) In verse 1, the text reads, “And I saw another mighty angel coming down from heaven. . .”  and the Gk word for 
another here is allon - which signifies ‘another of the same kind’ instead of another of a different kind - meaning, this 
angel is the same as one of the angels who appeared before in John’s visions; and the most likely angel in view here 
would be the angel John saw in 5:2 - which was also a ‘strong’ or ‘mighty’ angel;

     b) Christ is worshipped but angels never are, in both the OT and the NT and even in the Revelation; and. . .
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     c) While the Angel of the Lord in the OT is equated with the 2nd person of the Trinity, never in the NT, post 
incarnation, is Christ referred to as an angel.

     d) This angel raIses his hand toward heaven and swears by Him who sits on the throne - and we must ask, would 
Christ do this? It is doubtful, in that Christ has authority in Himself, while this angel is clearly acting on the basis of 
another's authority - thus, he swears by God.  

Who, then, is this angel? All we can tell from the text and from 5:2 is that this angel is great, and mighty - one of the 
chief princes of God. Further, this angel, in John’s vision, is a giant - standing with one foot on the sea and the other 
on land - meaning he has authority overt the whole of the planet. Also, this angel roars like a lion and when he does 
Seven Thunders speak - but John is not allowed to write what the seven thunders said. Why?

What this signifies that despite all we are given in scripture and in the Revelation, there are aspects of the revelation 
of God and Christ that are yet hidden - there are things that are not ours to know and will remain a mystery - and we 
should be content with that. This is the first scene of chapter ten. The second is in vv. 5-7

2nd, we learn from verse 5 that this angel is a prophesying angel and he lifts up His voice a second time and 
praises that there will be no more delay. This promise takes us back to 6:9-11 - and it tells us where were are in the 
divine plan. In 6:9-11, you will recall that the fifth seal had been opened and John then saw, under there altar of God, 
the souls of those who had been beheaded - killed - for the witness of Jesus; and they were crying out, how long, Oh 
Lord, until you avenge us on those who killed us for our testimony. Do you remember what the Lord answered them?

He told them, rest here a while longer, until the rest of your number who must be killed as you were, are complete. 
Now, this mighty angel promises there will be no more delay - that is, no more delay in that it is time to avenge the 
blood of the martyrs. And we know this is what is signified by what the angel proclaims after he makes the promise of 
no more delay (see vv. 7). 

What is meant by ‘the mystery of God” being fulfilled? In short, this is a parallel to Daniel’s prophecy found in 
11:29 to 12:13; and it is a reference to what Paul alludes to in such places as Romans 16:25-26; Col. 1:24-27; 2:1-2; 
esp. Eph. 3:3-6). In essence this is a promise regarding When we return in September, we will go into some detail 
about this mystery - but for now, let’s leave it at this. 

So, in chapter ten we have the Mighty Angel with the Little Scroll; then we have the Promise, by this angel, that there 
will be no more delay - meaning final vengeance is coming as well as final salvation; and third, we have:

3rd, Johns; second commission to prophesy (vv. 8-11) - and the contents of chapter 11:1 to the end of the book of 
Revelation is what John was to further prophesy - and we will cover that after we come back together in September. 

All this has one primary application: The Lord wins, the Church will be triumphant and the evil world powers will be 
judged and destroyed - and as chapter eleven thru ninety unfold, the ecstasy of victory and the agony of judgement 
will become ever more plain - and this ultimately gives hope to christians, to the church, to the saints, to run our race 
patiently, for we know that our labor in the Lord will never be, in vain. Amen

 

   


