
A Praying Life Session 6 Homework: 
Read chapters 15-17 
Memorize John 15:7 
List out 2-3 highlights from your reading  

Group Study Guide:
Read John 14:13-14, 15:7, 15:16, and 16:23-24. What about these promises make you nervous? Have you 
asked God for something and not have him come through? What was that experience like? 

“The praying life is the abiding life. Many Christians hit wall when they connect abiding with asking. They 
freeze, thinking, If i were abiding, then I would get my prayers answered. Abiding feels elusive, like a 
spiritual pipe dream. Abiding is anything but disconnected from life. It is the way life should be done, in 
partnership with God.”  

• When Jesus talks about abiding in John 15, he is using a word “abide” that means to “remain/live”. It 
is meant to communicate day to day presence and security. 

• How does abiding in Christ change our prayers? 

Looking back to the chart on page 132, which side do you typically go towards? Not asking or asking 
selfishly?  
What do we learn from how Jesus prayed to avoid the cliff of not asking or the cliff of asking selfishly? 

What things do we tend to not ask God about? Make a list as a group. 

Prayer involves not only viewing God as father and asking, as we’ve looked at for the last few sessions… 
prayer involves surrender and is a means that God uses to change us and others: 

• “But the point of prayer is shifting control from you to God.” 
• “Almost every Christian is confident God will answer a prayer for change in us, and it scares us to 

death.” 
• “We also don’t pray for change in ourselves because we don’t want to admit that we need to change.” 
• “If you slow down and reflect, you’ll begin to see whole areas of your life where you’ve been prayer 

less.” 

Do you find yourself afraid to pray for change for yourself because it is scary or afraid to pray for change in 
others because it seems controlling?  



Can you think of examples of times where you tried to change an area of your life without being surrendered 
to God or an example of trying to change someone else, like the example of the wife and husband in the 
chapter? 

Have 2-3 members of your group share a situation where they need God’s wisdom (not just advice/
guidance), spend some time praying as a group around those areas.  
 


