
A Praying Life Session 8 Homework:
*From this point on in our study the chapters may differ depending on which version you have of the book. 
The newer version has two new chapters listed as chapters 22 and 23 in the book on Hebrew Laments. We 
are skipping these chapters and will try our best to be clear about which chapters are which in each version. 

Read chapters 21-22 (Waves cover) or chapters 21 and 24 (Blue geometric cover) 
Memorize 2 Corinthians 4:17-18  
List out 2-3 highlights from your reading  

Group Study Guide:
Paul Miller gives us the picture of the desert as the gap between reality and hope. There are 3 responds that 
many of us choose in the desert times:

• Denial: ignoring the reality
• Determination: using self-will and sheer force to pull make what you hope for reality
• Despair: no longer hoping.

Miller’s point is that people of faith live in the desert and they stake their lives on hope without removing their 
eyes from reality. He will even go on to say that God customizes the desert for each of his followers; and 
even Jesus lived in the desert of the hope of the resurrection but knowing that the Father’s faec would have 
to turn away from him on the cross to get there.  

What is your desert?

Are you responding out of denial, determination or despair?  
• If denial, what realty are you not facing?
• If determination, how are you using your self-will or forcing things?
• If despair, what’s happened that has caused you to take your eyes off hope?

Look at the stories of Abraham and Sarah, The Canaanite woman, Jill and Kim and Mary Magdalene. How 
did God enter their stories? How did their desert experiences make their experience of God richer and more 
real?  

• Small group leaders, if you have time you can read through Genesis 15:1-6 and 16:1-6 to dive into 
the Abraham and Sarah story in greater detail.



What happens to our relationship with Jesus and our prayers lives as we experience the desert? How do 
you see/perceive your faith growing through this experience? 

Take some extra time tonight for prayer around your desert experiences.  


