
A Praying Life Homework Session 9
*From this point on in our study the chapters may differ depending on which version you have of the book. 

Read chapters 23-25 (Waves cover) or chapters 25-27 (Blue geometric cover) 
Memorize Ephesians 3:20 
List out 2-3 highlights from your reading  

Group Study Guide:
As a group, summarize Joanne’s approach to prayer. What questions would you ask her if she came to 
describing her situation and asked you about why God feels unresponsive? 

Paul Miller uses this to lead into his conversation about making “isolated prayer requests” and praying in 
“the context of a story”. What does he mean by this? 

At one point Paul Miller writes about how redemptive history is God bringing grace through suffering. He 
also tells a story about his daughter Kim’s job search and how God used it to build humility and dependance 
in him.   He writes: “I have prayed for humility, and it dawned on me that God was answering my prayer. I 
would have preferred humility to come over me like magic. Instead, God teaches humility in humble places. 
He keeps me sane by letting me pick up dog manure after I’ve spoken at a conference. What I thought was 
a stone was really a loaf of bread.”  

• Have you ever thought that God has given you a bad gift that really turned out to be a good gift? 

• Throughout these chapters Miller wants us to understand that God works in the big picture, over lots 
of time and through his work, our prayers and even our efforts. What would happen in your life if you 
just “gave up” when things didn’t seem to be going your way or when God felt unresponsive?

“Whenever you love you reenact Jesus’ death”.  Paul Miller wants us to see that there aren’t “many stories” 
to the Christian faith, but they’re all point back to the gospel story where the love of Jesus meant his death 
so that we may have life. According to Paul Miller, how are we blessed when we “live a gospel story”?  


